
              Town of East Montpelier Collector of Delinquent Taxes 
            Collection Policy 2016 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish clear guidelines so that all delinquent taxpayers will be treated fairly and will 
know what to expect.   Delinquent taxes represent a superior lien upon your property and remain in effect until the 
delinquent tax, penalty and interest are paid in full. 
 
Notices:  The initial notice to taxpayers who are delinquent in paying their 2015-2016 taxes will be mailed by the 
Collector of Delinquent Taxes after May 17, 2016, within twenty days after receiving the warrant and list of property 
owners from the Town Treasurer. This initial notice will include delinquent tax, assessed penalty and accrued interest.  
Statements will be sent each month until taxes are paid in full. 
 
Penalty:   A penalty of eight percent (8%) will be assessed on the delinquent tax. 
 
Interest:  On the sixteenth (16th) day of each month interest will be assessed at the rate of one percent (1%). 
 
Partial Payments:  Partial Payments will be accepted only if the taxpayer has submitted to a regular payment 
agreement in writing which will be dated and signed by each taxpayer and is received and accepted by the Collector of 
Delinquent Taxes.  The payment schedule will be calculated so taxes in arrears will be paid in full prior to May 15, 2017. 
  
Each taxpayer will receive a receipt for every payment.  If a payment is returned to the Collector of Delinquent Taxes due 
to insufficient funds, the taxpayer will be charged the cost of the return and lose their privilege to submit payment by 
personal check.  Postdated checks will not be accepted. 
 
Allocation of Partial Payments: Each partial payment will be applied first to the outstanding accrued interest. The 
remainder of the partial payment will be proportionately applied to the tax and the penalty.  
 
Further Tax Collection:  If satisfactory payment arrangements have not been made in one month, or if the prior 
agreement has not been met, the Collector of Delinquent Taxes may begin the following actions to conduct a tax sale of 
the property or as much of the property as is necessary to pay the tax, plus costs and fees: 
 

1. The collector will notify the taxpayer and mortgage and lien holders of the tax sale decision, the date by 
which full payment must be received, and the costs associated with the tax sale.   

2. If full payment has not been received, the collector will proceed with a tax sale according to the 
procedures specified in 32 VSA §5252, et seq. 

3. Legal fees, up to a maximum of 15% of the delinquent tax, plus costs of preparing and conducting the tax 
sale, will be charged to the delinquent taxpayer. 32 VSA §5258.   

4. If the property is sold at tax sale, the taxpayer has one year from the date of sale to redeem the property.  
Interest shall accrue on the sum for which the land was sold at the rate of one percent per month or 
fraction thereof from the day of sale to the day of payment when the property is redeemed. 32  VSA 
§5260  For example, if the property is sold at tax sale on July 17 and redeemed on September 1, per diem 
interest will be calculated and applied from the date of tax sale through the date of redemption. (Ex. 
Property sold for $50,000 X 12% = $6,000 ÷ 365 =$16.439 per diem.   July 17-September 1 = 47 days.  
$16.439 X 47= $772.63). 

5. When the time for redemption has passed, and the land is not redeemed, the Collector shall execute to 
the purchaser a deed to the property.  32 VSA §5261 

 
In the event that no one purchases the property at tax sale, or, if in the judgment of the Collector of Delinquent Taxes, 
proceeding with the tax sale is unadvisable, the Collector of Delinquent Taxes shall collect the delinquent taxes using any 
and all means permitted by law.  
 
If satisfactory payment arrangements have not been made in one month or the prior payment agreement has not been 
met, the Collector of Delinquent Taxes may, in the alternative, file a Complaint with Vermont Superior Court, Washington 
Unit, in the Civil Division, including the Small Claims Court. 
 
Abatement of Taxes:  Each taxpayer has a right to apply for abatement of property taxes based on any of the grounds 
listed  in 24 VSA §1535.  See reverse side for Notice on Abatement of Taxes.   
 
 
 
  
Karen M. Gramer                            Collector of Delinquent Taxes                                        May 17, 2016                                                                                                        


