EAST MONTPELIER VILLAGE MASTER PLAN
JULY 21, 2016 PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
OVERVIEW & INSTRUCTIONS
In 2016, the Town of East Montpelier was awarded a Municipal Planning Grant to prepare a
master plan for the Village and is working with the Central Vermont Regional Planning
Commission (CVRPC) to complete this project. As part of this process an open house was held
on July 21st to solicit input from the public on specific topics to ensure the community’s opinions
were heard early in the development of the plan.

While the open house is over, we would still like to hear from you. The following information
was provided at the open house and is available for your review and comments. We would like
to know your opinion on six different questions related to the Village. These include:

1.

What do you like or dislike about the Village of East Montpelier?

2.

What uses do you feel the Village could use or needs?

3.

What do you think should be the future vision for the Village?

4.

What do you think the Village boundary should look like?

5.

How much density do you think is appropriate for the Village?

6.

Do you support the recommendations that were identified in
the 2011 Village Study?

A one page “Answer Sheet” is provided as a separate document for you to use. Please print it
out, fill in the answers as you go through the slides, and turn it into the Town Offices by Tuesday,
August 9, 2016. This can be done via email (eastmontadmin@Comcast.net), U.S. mail, or in
person. If you have questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact Eric
Vorwald with the CVRPC at 802.229.0389 or vorwald@cvregion.com.

1.

LIKES AND DISLIKES…

For the next slide, we would like to know what you like or dislike
about the Village of East Montpelier. Feel free to list as many or as

few items that you like or dislike.

THESE ARE THE THINGS ABOUT THE VILLAGE OF EAST
MONTPELIER THAT I:

LIKE

DISLIKE

2.

WHAT’S MISSING?

Now that we know what you like and dislike about the Village of
East Montpelier, tell us about the things that you think the Village

could use or needs. Again, feel free to list as many or as few items
as you want.

THE VILLAGE OF EAST MONTPELIER
COULD USE OR NEEDS:

3.

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Next, we want to know what vision for the future of the Village of
East Montpelier is most appealing to you. The following slide has

three vision statements that include varying degrees of
development or redevelopment. Select which vision most aligns
with your thoughts for the future of the Village of East Montpelier.
If you’re not moved by any of these visions, feel free to write your
own.

Vision One
The Village of East Montpelier incorporates a compact center focused around the upper and lower villages. This includes a
mix of commercial, residential, office, and institutional land uses that take advantage of the historic context of the
community. Public infrastructure including water, sewer, roads, sidewalks, parks, and green space allow for future growth
and development within the core while establishing a vibrant streetscape with restaurants, shops, and other gathering
spaces.

Vision Two
The Village of East Montpelier consists of two distinct village cores that complement each other with their uses,
personalities, and character. The upper and lower villages share similar characteristics except they are unique in their own
way and maintain an individual identity that is noted by a mix of commercial, residential, office, and institutional uses.
Each village incorporates density near its center with the most diverse mix of uses located there as well. Each core area is
pedestrian friendly, walkable, and incorporates public gathering spaces while also providing an atmosphere that
encourages growth of businesses and housing opportunities for all income levels.

Vision Three
The Village of East Montpelier will continue to exist generally as it is today. Infrastructure upgrades will occur to ensure
that systems are up-to-date and can accommodate mixed uses, however the general size and density that exists will be
maintained in the future. New uses such as commercial, office, and retail will be integrated into the existing village
boundaries and upgrades to roads, pedestrian facilities, and public infrastructure will be added. Mixed residential uses will
be encouraged to be located near the village center and alternative transportation connections will be encouraged to link
residential neighborhoods with important community resources.

4.

CHOOSING A BOUNDARY

In order to focus the discussion and more directly identify where to
consider making changes, it’s important to establish a boundary.

The next three slides show various village boundaries from small,
to medium, to large. We’re still working on what will happen inside
this boundary so we want to make sure that the area we identify
works for the community. If you don’t like any of the options you
can let us know that too.

1

2

3

5.

HOW MUCH DENSITY IS PREFERRED?

The following slides show various levels of density from less than
one unit per acre up to more than nine units per acre. The purpose

of this exercise is to determine the maximum level of density that
you would be comfortable with. The specific configuration (such as
building height and lot orientation) and location (i.e. more dense
near U.S. Route 2 & State Route 14 with less density further away)
of the density will be discussed later, however first we want to
know what the maximum number of units per acre would be
acceptable.

Less Than 1 Unit Per Acre

2 Units Per Acre

3 Units Per Acre

4 Units Per Acre

4 – 5 Units Per Acre

5 Units Per Acre

7 Units Per Acre

8 – 9 Units Per Acre

All images courtesy of Visualizing Density by Julie Campoli & Alex MacLean

6.

VILLAGE CHARACTERISTICS

In 2011, a village study was prepared for the Village of East
Montpelier. That document contained several recommendations

related to the future of the village. We would like to know if you
support those recommendations.

DO YOU SUPPORT THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE
2011 EAST MONTPELIER VILLAGE STUDY REPORT?

Which include:

1. Mixed use development

2. New interconnected roads in
the Lower Village

3. Expanded development in the
Upper & Lower Villages

4. Defined village boundaries

5. Bicycle/pedestrian connections
between the villages and
the elementary school

6. Reduced building setbacks

YES

NO

UNSURE/
NEUTRAL

