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High Risk Rural Road Program
Safety Assessment Report

This safety review primarily involved the assessment of County Road in East Montpelier from
the intersection of Center Road to the Calais Townline.

This safety review was conducted as part of the Agency of Transportation’s Transportation
Planning Initiative (TPI) in conjunction with the High Risk Rural Roads Program. The Central
Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC) selected the location pursuant to the
prioritization process established by the TPI planning effort with the intent of identifying locations
on rural local roads that could benefit from low cost safety enhancements.

The next section of this summary report contains observations and guidance determined from
the review of County Road.

General Comments about the Curves on this Road

Using a ball bank indicator and travelling at the 40 mph speed limit, we determined that 40 mph
was appropriate as the safe speed through all of the curves along County Road.

Curve near Templeton Rd

Although the 40 mph speed limit is appropriate for this curve, we do feel that the curve near
Templeton Road when traveling in the northbound direction could be enhanced. We also
anticipate that this curve could be hard to see at night. We suggest that a curve sign be installed
along with two 6” x 8” delineators as shown on the sketch.

Nordic Ski Trail Crossing

There are currently standard pedestrian signs to warn of this field-to-field crossing. This
crossing is active during the winter and is part of the Morse Farm Ski Touring Center.

Because this crossing is only used during the winter months, we first suggest the use of folding
signs. The signs would be unfolded during the winter and folded back when the trail is no longer
in use. We propose that the wording “winter trail crossing” be used.

Cummings Road

This intersection is a “Y” type intersection. The intersection corner sight distance is poor when
looking to the left from either leg of the “Y” due to the uphill incline. Stopping sight distance on
County Road is also limited when traveling southbound.

There is currently no advanced warning sign north of the intersection warning of the presence of
the intersection. Installing an advanced sign with a street name plaque would warn motorists
that they are approaching Cummings Road.

Using a form of vehicle detection, it would be possible to implement a dynamic solution to warn
Cummings traffic that vehicles on County Road are approaching from the left. |f the Town is
interested in this type warning system, please make sure that this is reported in your comments.
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High Risk Rural Road Program
Safety Assessment Report
Center Road
This is a “Y” intersection. At this intersection, we suggest better controlling traffic flow by
installing a yield sign that would be applicable for traffic entering from the north. This traffic

would be yielding to traffic that is entering Center Road from the south.

Other Considerations

The intersection of County Road and Horn of the Moon as well as the intersection of County
Road and Cummings are two “Y” intersections that could possibly be improved by making them
into “T” intersections. However, because of the existing geometry, the assessment of the
feasibility of converting these intersections is beyond the scope of this review.

Center Road is another “Y” intersection. This intersection could be improved by converting it to
a 90-degree intersection. Because of the implementation cost, this is a project that would be out
of the scope of this program. However, this type of improvement could be incorporated into a
paving project.
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