
Town of East Montpelier FY2020 Funding Requests 
 

Each year the Town of East Montpelier receives requests for funds from many different 
organizations.  The Selectboard appoints a committee to review the requests and to 
recommend which should appear on the Town Meeting Warning for action.  The 
committee requires certain information to make sound decisions for each request. In 
order for your organization to be considered for funding, it is mandatory that you 
complete this information form.  Submit the form and supplementary information to: 
 

Funding Request Study Committee 
Town of East Montpelier 

P.O. Box 157, East Montpelier, VT 05651-0157 (submit by mail) 
eastmontadmin@comcast.net (submit by email) 

 

on or before Friday, October 26, 2018.  Incomplete forms and/or requests received 
after this date will be disqualified for funding.  The Committee reserves the right to 
require any requesting organization to defend its request in person at the Committee’s 
annual meeting normally held in early November.  An organization applying for the first 
time or requesting a substantial increase in funding should expect an invitation to attend 
the annual meeting. 
 
If your organization operates two or more programs with separate budgets or funding 
sources, please fill out one form for each program.  All information should be given for 
your latest complete fiscal year (12 months). Approved requests will be acknowledged 
in the fiscal year 2020 (July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020) budget for the Town of East 
Montpelier.  Please feel free to submit any other information you feel would be helpful to 
the committee in making their decision. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Bruce Johnson, Town Administrator, at 
(802) 223-3313 x 204 or eastmontadmin@comcast.net.   
 
 
STANDARD INFORMATION 
 
Organization Name:  North Branch Nature Center   
 
Address:  713 Elm Street, Montpelier, VT 05602   
 
Fiscal Year Reported:  January 1 – December 31, 2017     
 
Program Description: North Branch Nature Center offers natural and citizen science programs 
for all ages. Best known for our summer camps, ECO (Educating Children Outdoors) program in 
local schools and a licensed, fulltime preschool program, NBNC also has a 28-acre property with 
trails open free of charge year-round. 
 
Name of Person filling out this form:  Chip Darmstadt  
 
Name of Person to contact with questions:  Chip Darmstadt    
 
Phone Number: 802-229-6206 E-mail: chip@northbranchnaturecenter.org 
 



East Montpelier Funding Request Form  Page 2 

AMOUNT OF FUNDING REQUEST: $750.00 
SERVICE INFORMATION 
 
What is your organization's service area? State? Washington County? or Other? 
Primarily Washington County, including Montpelier, East Montpelier and surrounding towns.  
 
What is the total number of individuals served by your organization in your prior Fiscal 
Year? A little over 3,000 individuals attended programs. Approx. 5,000 use the NBNC trails. 
     
How many people in East Montpelier were served by your organization in the same 
period? 150 or more (based on ECO, summer camps, Forest Preschool; nature programs). 
 
What type of service(s) does your organization provide to East Montpelier residents? 
NBNC offers the ECO (Educating Children Outdoors) program for Kindergarten at E. 
Montpelier Elementary; children from E. Montpelier attend our summer nature camps, as well as 
our Forest Preschool. Regular nature programs for all ages and special events like the BioBlitz 
and Saw-whet Owl banding draw participants from E. Montpelier; residents use our trails, which 
connect to the East Montpelier trail system. 
 
Approximately how many staff hours are dedicated to provide the services your 
organization offered East Montpelier residents during this time period? unknown hours 
  
What services does your organization provide that are not available elsewhere?         
The North Branch Nature Center is the only nature center in Washington County and serves 
children, teens and adults of all ages. Through the ECO program we provide teacher-training at 
10 local schools (including East Montpelier), combined with an outdoor education component 
that brings students into the outdoors for nature activities and place-based learning. During the 
summer months the Center offers camp opportunities, including half-day sessions for 
preschoolers. NBNC is the only organization in the area offering youth birding activities, natural 
history walks and lectures for adults, and wildlife festivals for all ages. We strive to make our 
programs open and accessible to all by keeping prices as low as possible (or free) and offering 
scholarships. September, 2018 marked the second year of our licensed Forest Preschool. 
 
What (if any) organizations provide similar services? Four Winds Nature Institute and 
EarthWalk also provide environmental education services, but each organization has its own 
distinct programmatic focus. 
 
If applicable, how does your organization collaborate with organizations providing 
similar services? NBNC collaborates with many organizations on programs, including citizen 
science initiatives with the Vermont Center for Ecostudies.      
 
In what way are the services your organization provides preventative in nature? Our 
programs strive to connect people of all ages with the natural world. At a time when obesity 
levels are on the rise and the typical American child is spending an average of 7 hours daily in 
front of a screen, we offer enriching opportunities to connect with nature. Our mission is to 
reverse that trend and provide opportunities for all to develop an awareness and appreciation of 
our natural environment. 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
How did your organization determine the amount of the funding request? Please explain 
in detail your reasoning for any increase or decrease (use attached sheet if necessary). 
This is our fifth request to the town of East Montpelier. We’ve received funding from East 
Montpelier in the amount of $750/year from 2013-2018. 
 
If approved by the town, how will your organization use the funds? If approved, NBNC 
would use these funds for general operating support, trail and property maintenance, and 
program development.  
 
Do any of your grant sources require local financial commitment? Explain. 
Not applicable            
 
Is your organization approved by the IRS as tax-exempt?  Yes  
 
If yes, indicate your approval type: 501c3:  x  other:___________ 
 

THESE FINANCIALS ARE FOR OPERATING ONLY. THEY EXCLUDE FUNDS FOR 
OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND BUILDING EXPENSES. BASED ON 2017 

CALENDAR YEAR. 
 

INCOME SOURCES PERCENT OF INCOME TOTAL INCOME 
Federal 0% $0 
State Less than 1% $1,000 
Local Towns 2% $6,250 
United Way 0% $0 
Fundraising (grants, 
donations, memberships) 

34% $107,743 

Other (program fees, etc.) 62% $195,542 
Other (misc.) Less than 1% $3,597 
TOTAL 100% $314,130 
 
EXPENDITURES Budgeted 

Percent 
Budgeted 
Dollars 

Actual 
Expense 
Percent 

Actual 
Expense 
Dollars 

Personnel 83% $370,226 80% $304,512 
Insurance/Rent/Utilities 2% $11,150 34% $12,966 
Fundraising Costs 2% $7,370 2% $6,960 
Other (program related) 13% $57,495 14% $54,753 
Other - - - - 
Total 100% $446,241 100% $379,191 
 
Number of full-time paid staff positions (full-time equivalents or hours):  10 fte in 2018 
 
Number of full-time volunteer staff positions (full-time equivalents or hours):__1 
AmeriCorps member___ 



Our Future in Nature 

By the numbers 

  

  

  

  



 

 

 



Public Attendance: 500 

Biologists: 90  

Public events:  62 

Sponsoring Organizations: 24 

Collaborating Organizations: 48 

 

 713 Elm St., Montpelier | (802) 229-6206              713 Elm St., Montpelier | (802) 229-6206 

1,539 Species 

4,645 observations 

Plants: 547 Species 

Insects: 685 Species 

Fungi and lichen: 107 Species 

Birds: 81 Species 

Mammals: 26 Species 

Species not observed in 2008 

Montpelier BioBlitz: 799 

Species also found in both 2008 

and 2018 BioBlitz: 619 



          713 Elm St., Montpelier | (802) 229-6206                BioBlitzMontpelier.org 

Discoveries await in even the most common and unexpected 
places. Botanists Brett Engstrom, Aaron Marcus, and Jerry Jen-
kins together discovered and confirmed Vermont's first record 
of Eastern Narrowleaf Sedge (Carex amphibola) in a derelict field 
abutting the Winooski River. Absent from New Hampshire and 
Quebec, and exceedingly rare in Maine and Ontario, this easily-
overlooked sedge grows in riparian forests, avoiding detection by 
all but the handful of experts versed in parsing out the many hun-
dreds of grass species native to the Northeast. 

Not too far from that celebrated sedge, botanists also discovered 
the less-exciting Washington County first-records of Water 
Chickweed(Myosoton aquaticum), and  Narrow-leaved everlast-
ing pea(Lathyrus sylvestris). Both of these species are European 
natives, whose seeds were likely transported via the Winooski and 
deposited across the floodplain during regular spring floods. Riv-
erside forests and fields are often early strongholds of invasive 
plants. Introduced plants tend to be adapted to growing in highly-
disturbed habitats like roadcuts and riverbanks. And the rivers 
supply an ever-refreshing seed source by depositing materials car-
ried downstream. Our familiar Japanese Knotweed showcases this 
process all too well. 

Botanists Matt Peters and Gus Goodwin encountered what ap-
pears to be the United State's very first record of the Dead-nettle 
Leaf Beetle   (Chrysolina fastuosa). This European native dines ex-
clusively on false-nettle (Galeopsis sp. a.k.a. dead-nettle) back 
home. Galeopsishas recently flourished as an invader along our 
floodplains throughout the Northeast. Part of its success in the 
New World may be because it gave its special predator the slip 
upon arrival in the U.S. With such a robust Galeopsis  population 
in Vermont now, it was only a matter of time before the  Dead-
nettle Leaf Beetle showed up. Somewhere, a very lucky beetle 
hopped out of a contaminated horticultural shipment, and into a 
veritable paradise of its host plant. 

It's one thing to find a new record of a tiny, obscure moth or bee-
tle. There are only so many micromoth or wood-boring beetle 
experts out there. These folks tend to leave a wake of regional 
records wherever their biologial explorations take them. 

A two-acre bog (or fen, technically-- more on that later), is a much 
harder thing to hide in a place like Montpelier. As data rolled in at  

 
the BioBlitz headquarters, biologists of very diverse expertise tri-
angulated on something quite unexpected. Laura Gaudette report-
ed Montpelier's first Elfin Skimmer (Nannothemis bella), a thumb-
nail-sized dragonfly found only in boggy wetlands. Soon after, 
Everett Marshall shared news of a carnivorous Round-leaved 
Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia) in the same place. 

Bogs and fens are spongy peatlands dominated by sphagnum 
moss and a suite of specialized plants and animals found nowhere 
else in nature. These communities exist where water drainage is 
extremely slow or non-existant. The stagnant, standing water per-
sists year-round above the soil, creating an unusual environment 
of little-to-no oxygen exchange. In bogs, the naturally-acidic rain-
fall yields a very acidic water column. Fens, conversely, are fed by 
more alkaline groundwater. The topographic conditions allowing 
for this strange habitat are quite rare, and are highly sought after 
by botanists because of this rarity. 

Our newly-discovered fen was discovered over an expanse of 
concrete that was abandoned and naturally revegetated over sev-
eral decades. Groundwater emerging from nearby springs flows 
slowly over the buried concrete, and sits stagnant atop the imper-
vious material, providing the rare, stagnant, low-oxygen condi-
tions required for things like peat moss and carnivorous sundews. 
The BioBlitz organizers, including the Montpelier Conservation 
Commission, are determining how to conserve this rare yet artifi-
cial site. 

VT Fish and Wildlife Biologist Alyssa Bennett and her field crew 
used audio detection equipment to document the high-frequency 
echolocation sounds of several bat species over the North 
Branch, including two records of the now federally endan-
gered Little Brown Bat (Myotis lucifugus). Since the arrival ten years 
ago of the White-nose Syndrome fungus in hibernacula caves 
across New England, our cave-dwelling bat species have plum-
meted at a bewildering rate. Many hibernation colonies that once 
held ten thousand overwintering bats now comprise less than a 
hundred individuals. Consequently, our backyards that were once 
filled with bats hawking insects in the moonlight are now almost 
entirely absent of many of these nighttime insectivores. Of Ver-
mont's nine species of bats, five are now federally and/or state 
endangered. The BioBlitz community was relieved to learn that 
Montpelier appears to be a small summer stronghold for this im-
periled species. 

Thank you once again to all our event sponsors, collaborators, 
and participants! We’ll see you in ten years for Montpelier Bio-
Blitz 2028! 

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14615683
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14615683
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14728770
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14728770
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14640472
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14640472
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/1702560
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14627454
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/14627454
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/15045900
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