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5 DEFINITIONS 

This is equivalent to Article 8 of the adopted LUDRs. Definitions for terms not used in the draft 
regulations were removed. Additional definitions added as needed. Definitions of allowed uses are 
currently in the “big use table” – the PC will need to decide where those definitions should be put, 
particularly if the table will not be included in final draft. The definitions of dimensional standards have 
also been relocated to Chapter 2 – could add cross-references here if PC thinks that is beneficial. Any 
significant changes to an existing definition are noted below. 

500 General 

5001 INTERPRETATION 
5001.A 

5001.B 

5001.C 

5001.D 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

5001.E 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 
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5001.F 

5001.G 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

5002 USE AND DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 
5002.A 

5002.B 

5003 DEFINED TERMS 
5003.A 

(1) ABANDONED DEVELOPMENT

(2) ACCESS

(3) ADVERSE EFFECT OR IMPACT

(4) AFFORDABLE HOUSING

(a) 

(b) 
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(c) 

(5) ALTERATION

(6) APPLICANT

5003.B 

(1) BEDROOM

(2) BUILDING

(3) BUILDING, ATTACHED  a building that has at least part of a wall in common 
with another building or that is connected to another building by a roof.

(4) BUILDING, DETACHED  a building that is freestanding and structurally 
separated from other buildings.

(5) BUILDING ENVELOPE

5003.C 

(1) CHARACTER OF THE AREA

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(2) CLEARING
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(3) CONTEXT-SENSITIVE SITING AND DESIGN TECHNIQUES

(4) CONVERSION Error! Reference source not 
found.

(5) CURB CUT. ACCESS

5003.D 

(1) DAMAGED STRUCTURE

(2) DECK

(3) DEGREE OF NONCONFORMITY

Definition of degree of nonconformity is proposed to change so that it is based on further horizontal 
encroachment over a setback, not an increase in volume. 

(4) DEMOLITION the destruction and physical removal of a structure or portion 
of a structure from a lot. 

(5) DESTROYED STRUCTURE

(6) DEVELOPMENT. LAND DEVELOPMENT

(7) DRIVEWAY

(8) DWELLING UNIT a structure or part of a structure intended for habitation by 
one household that provides complete independent living facilities including 
permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation and meets 
the minimum requirements of Section 3011. 

(9) DWELLING UNIT, ACCESSORY a secondary dwelling unit established in 
conjunction with and clearly subordinate to a primary dwelling unit, whether a part 
of the same structure as the primary dwelling unit or within an accessory structure 
on the same lot. See Section 3203.

5003.E 

(1) ENLARGEMENT
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(2) ESSENTIAL SERVICES

5003.F 

(1) FACADE the front of a building or any of its sides facing a road or other 
public space. 

(2) FLAT ROOF any roof with a slope of not more than 5% (or 0.6:12 pitch). 

(3) FLOOR AREA 

(4) FOOTPRINT the area encompassed by a building’s exterior walls at ground 
level.

(5) FRANCHISE OR CORPORATE DESIGN 

(6) FRANCHISE OR CORPORATE IDENTIFICATION ELEMENTS the visual elements 
that are trademarked or identified with a particular franchise or corporation and 
that are used in various applications to identify or promote that franchise or 
corporation including, but not limited to: logos, wordmarks, symbols, graphics, 
images, color palettes, typefaces, or typographic treatments

(7) FRONTLINE 

5003.G 

(1) GLARE light entering the eye directly from a light source or indirectly from 
reflective surfaces that causes visual discomfort or reduced visibility. 

(2) GRADE, FINISHED 

(3) GRADE, NATURAL 

5003.H 

(1) HANDICAP OR DISABILITY a physical or mental 
impairment that limits one or more major life activities. This definition specifically 
excludes a person who is an alcoholic or drug abuser and who constitutes a direct 
threat to property or the safety of others due to current alcohol or drug use. 

(2) HARD SURFACE 
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(3) HAZARDOUS MATERIAL  any substance or material that by reason of its form, 
quantity, toxic, caustic, corrosive, abrasive or otherwise injurious properties may 
pose a risk to health, safety or property including, but not limited to, explosives, 
radioactive materials, etiologic agents, flammable liquids or solids, combustible 
liquids or solids, poisons, oxidizing or corrosive materials, compressed gasses, or 
any substance defined by the state or federal government as a hazardous material. 

(4) HAZARDOUS WASTE any waste or combination of 
wastes of a solid, liquid, contained gaseous or semi-solid form, including, but not 
limited to, those which are toxic, corrosive, ignitable, reactive, strong sensitizers or 
which generate pressure through decomposition, heat or other means, which in 
the judgment of the Secretary of the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources may 
cause or contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serous irreversible 
or incapacitating reversible illness, taking into account the toxicity of such waste, its 
persistence and degradability in nature, and its potential for assimilation, or 
concentration in tissue, and other factors that may otherwise cause or contribute 
to adverse acute or chronic effects on the health of persons or other living 
organisms, or any matter which may have an unusually destructive effect on water 
quality if discharged to ground or surface waters of the state.

(5) HISTORIC STRUCTURE

(6) HOUSEHOLD  one or more people living together in a dwelling unit with 
common use of the property, including all of the living and cooking facilities. 

The term ‘household’ will replace ‘family’ as there are legal issues with regulating occupancy based on 
a required relationship between the people living together in a dwelling unit. 

5003.I 

(1) IMPERVIOUS SURFACE

(2) INTERESTED PERSON

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
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(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

5003.J 

(1) JUNK old or scrap copper, brass, iron, steel, and 
other old or scrap or nonferrous material, including rope, rags, batteries, glass, 
rubber debris, waste, trash, or any discarded, dismantled, wrecked, scrapped, or 
ruined motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts. 

(2) JUNK MOTOR VEHICLE a discarded, dismantled, 
wrecked, scrapped, or ruined motor vehicle or motor vehicle parts, or a motor 
vehicle, other than an on-premise utility vehicle, which is allowed to remain 
unregistered or uninspected for a period of 90 days.

5003.K 

5003.L 

(1) LAND DEVELOPMENT 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(2) LIGHT FIXTURE a complete lighting assembly, including one or more lamps 
(bulbs), housing, reflectors, lenses and/or shields, that functions as a single unit and 
is connected to a single support assembly (ex. pole, standard or mounting bracket) 
used for illumination, decoration, security and/or advertising. 

(3) LIGHT FIXTURE, FULLY SHEILDED a light fixture constructed, installed and used 
in such a manner that all light the fixture emits (either directly from the lamp or a 
diffusing element, or indirectly by reflection or refraction from any of the fixture) is 
projected below the horizontal (downward). Spot or flood lamps are fully shielded 
if they are aimed straight down. 
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(4) LIGHT FIXTURE, PARTIALLY SHEILDED a light fixture constructed, installed and 
used in such a manner that most of the light the fixture emits (either directly from 
the lamp or a diffusing element, or indirectly by reflection or refraction from any of 
the fixture) is projected below the horizontal (downwards). Light is emitted at or 
above the horizontal direction (outwards or upwards) only from decorative 
elements or through strongly colored or diffusing materials. Spot or flood lamps are 
partially shielded if they are aimed no higher than 45° above straight down. 

(5) LOT  an area of land with identifiable boundaries and dimensions that is 
formally described and recorded in the town land records and that can be lawfully 
owned and conveyed separately from any other land. Land divided by town or state 
roads or road rights-of-way, the Winooski River, the Kingsbury Branch or Sodom 
Pond Brook will be considered separate lots for the purposes of these regulations. 

The definition of lot would be revised to match the term as defined in the Vermont Wastewater Rules. 
This clarifies that land divided by a road or major stream will be considered separate lots. This also 
aligns with the change from Chapter 1 related to merger of pre-existing small lots.  

(6) LUMINOUS TUBE LIGHT a light fixture:

(a) 

(b) 

5003.M 

(1) MAJOR RENOVATION  

(a) 
 

(b) 

(c) 

(2) MANUFACTURED HOME

(3) MATERIAL CHANGE a change in the planned use or development of land or a 
structure that may have changed the decision made or any conditions placed on 
the permit if it had been included in the plans as approved. 

(4) MINI-STORAGE BUILDING

(5) MIXED-USE BUILDING a building that includes at least one dwelling unit and 
one principal nonresidential use. 
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(6) MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT a single development site that includes at least 
one principal residential building and one principal nonresidential building, or one 
or more mixed-use buildings. The plan for the site must be unified and coordinated 
with the uses functionally integrated through shared pedestrian and vehicular 
access, parking and similar means. 

(7) MOTOR VEHICLE  any self-propelled conveyance used to transport people, 
animals, goods or materials.

5003.N 

(1) NOISE  an unwanted sound that may disturb or annoy the average person.

(2) NONCONFORMITY a lot, structure or use that lawfully existed prior to the 
adoption or revision of these regulations, but now does not conform to one or 
more standards of these regulations.

(3) NORMAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR the regular upkeep of property to avoid 
deterioration, fix damage caused by normal wear and tear, and/or replace worn 
out components in kind, which does not result in a change in the use or dimension 
of any structure, or in a structural alteration.

5003.O 

(1) OPEN SPACE

 

(2) OUTDOOR DISPLAY the placement of merchandise, goods, materials, 
vehicles, or equipment for sale, rental, lease or advertising in an unenclosed area. 

(3) OUTDOOR RECREATION, ACTIVE

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(4) OUTDOOR RECREATION, PASSIVE

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(5) OUTDOOR STORAGE the keeping of any merchandise, goods, materials, 
vehicles, equipment, junk or waste in an unenclosed area and in the same place for 
more than 24 hours.

5003.P 

(1) PARCEL. LOT
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(2) PAVE  asphalt, concrete, stones, gravel, brick, tile, 
wood, or other impervious materials used to cover the ground in order to make a 
firm, level surface suitable for vehicular or pedestrian use.

(3) PATIO

(4) PERMANENT FOUNDATION

(5) POND, CONSTRUCTED

(6) POND, NATURAL. SURFACE WATER, MAPPED

(7) PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE

(8) PUBLIC ART

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(9) PUBLIC PARK

5003.Q 

5003.R 

(1) REASONABLE USE

(2) RECONSTRUCT
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(3) RECREATIONAL VEHICLE

(4) ROAD

(5) ROAD, MAINTAINED

(6) ROAD, PRIVATE

(7) ROAD, PUBLIC

5003.S 

(1) SIGN any device (including but not limited to letters, words, numerals, 
figures, emblems, symbols, pictures, flags, streamers, balloons, lights, or any part 
or combination) used for visual communication intended to attract the attention of 
the public and visible from off the premises. This definition specifically excludes 
merchandise normally displayed in a storefront window, merchandise displayed or 
stored outside as approved under these regulations, and public art.

(2) SIGN, ABANONDED

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(3) SIGN, COMMERCIAL

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(4) SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE

(5) SIGN, INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED
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(6) SIGNIFICANT WILDLIFE HABITAT

(7) SMART GROWTH PRINCIPLES

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(8) STREAM SURFACE WATER.

(9) STREET ROAD

(10) STREET, ARTERIAL

(11) STRIP DEVELOPMENT 

(a) 
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(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(12) STRUCTURE 

(13) STRUCTURE, ACCESSORY  a structure that is clearly incidental and 
subordinate to the principal structure on the lot. 

(14) STRUCTURE, PRINCIPAL  the main or predominate structure associated with 
the principal use on the lot.

(15) STRUCTURE, TEMPORARY 

(16) SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE

The definition of substantially complete replaces the definition of substantially commenced consistent 
with the proposed change to the effective time of a zoning permit. 

(17) SURFACE WATER, MAPPED

(18) SURVEY

5003.T 

(1) TEMPORARY

(2) TOP OF BANK

(3) TRAILER

(4) TRUCK, SINGLE-UNIT
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(5) TRUCK, TRAILER

5003.U 

(1) USE

(2) USE, ACCESSORY

(3) USE, PRINCIPAL

5003.V 

5003.W 

(1) WETLAND

(2) WORKING LANDS

5003.X 

5003.Y 

(1) YARD

(2) YARD, FRONT

(3) YARD, REAR

(4) YARD, SIDE

 


