Minutes
Rural Road Vegetation Assessment Project Committee Meeting
April 3, 2019
Committee Members Present: Jean Vissering, Jeff Cueto, Paul Cate, Ken Feld, Jack Pauly

Others Present: Dan Currier, Jonathan DeLaBruere, and Ashley Andrews from the Central VT
Regional Planning Commission; Neil Maker, Calais Conservation Commission; Jennifer Boyer,
Chris Reed, Charles Johnson

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.

The CVRPC representatives explained what they could provide to East Montpelier in terms of
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) response services under a grant allowing CVRPC to assist two towns.
Town volunteers need to make sure to track time as that will be used by CVRPC as a grant
match component.

Neil Maker explained the Calais inventory effort to date. Inventory techniques, such as working
in small teams comprised of a member who could easily recognize ash trees and a member who
was skilled with modern technology, were discussed.

The group worked on a schedule and plan of action to accomplish the intended selective
inventory of ash trees in East Montpelier and development of an Emerald Ash Borer Response
Management Plan. The target date for completion of the EAB management plan is the end of
September to meet the CVRPC grant requirements. Discussion followed on outreach to the
public to recruit addition volunteers as well as provide information on EAB. The committee
plans a second meeting in April to plan inventory locations and logistics. Information about the
project and requests for volunteers will be posted soon on Front Porch Forum. Inventory training
IS expected to take place in May.

Charles Johnson, a member of the town’s Conservation Fund Advisory Committee, put forth the
idea that the time was ripe for East Montpelier to establish a formal Conservation Commission.

Future meeting dates were discussed. Mr. Cueto will organize the next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.



