
 

 
Friends of Coburn Pond Update – January 2020 

 

 
 
A gentle snow falls through a gray sky adding to the snow pack now covering the ice on our 
beloved swimming hole. While most popular during warmer months, enough people come to 
walk their dogs or themselves, with or without friends, that the path is fairly packed down 
underneath the light top layer of snow.  Ice fishing holes are clearly evident. 
 
Members of Friends of Coburn Pond walk down to the constructed wetlands throughout the 
year to observe the impacts to the pond of the outlet created by the unauthorized excavation 
of the southernmost shoreline. The new outlet allows for seasonal water flows from and into 
the constructed wetlands, compromising the water quality and the ecosystem. After high pond 
levels, we have observed fish swimming in the constructed wetlands, carried by water flowing 
from the pond. When the level of the pond drops, the fish are stranded in the constructed 
wetlands and die. We have requested that the Natural Resources Board (NRB), the body 
charged with Act 250 enforcement, enforce the permit.  With Act 250 under review by the 
legislature, we are unclear as to how, or if, this situation might be resolved.  Most important 
in our request is for VTrans to repair the breach of the shoreline in order to protect the water 
quality, ecosystem, and “existing use” of Coburn Pond. 
 
Coburn Pond continues to be an increasingly popular recreation area, the only one of its kind 
in Town, and perhaps in all of central Vermont. Friends of Coburn Pond (FoCP) continues to 
discuss a long-term ownership-management partnership and planning process that could be 
an important step towards conserving the property in perpetuity for swimming, fishing, and 
other public recreation.   
 
Our 2019 Annual Meeting, hosted at the Town Office on March 31st, was a tremendous 
success.  
 



 

SAVE THE DATE:  Our 2020 Annual Meeting will take place on  
 

Sunday March 8, 2020  - 5:30 Potluck 6:00 Meeting 
 
(Agenda, previous minutes, speaker, and more information can be found online.) 
 
Friends of Coburn Pond, neighbors, and many others have been enjoying the site across all 
seasons—swimming, fishing, observing wildlife, dog walking, horseback riding, skiing, ice-
skating, ice fishing, snowmobiling, and more.  If you love any of these (or other) outdoor 
activities, and want to help decide how the property will be managed, and what kinds of social 
and educational programming we will offer, please contact us. 
 
You can find us online at: 
 
 www.friendsofcoburnpond.org 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/121684841230804/?ref=bookmarks 
 https://eastmontpeliervt.org/community/friends-of-coburn-pond/ 
 
Thank you for the encouragement and support of so many of you throughout the year! 

 
 
 
 

Highlighted by Snow   
 
 

                The “Tail” of Coburn Pond  - looking north   

 
 Outlet/ Inflow under the snow beyond the “tail” 
 

 
 
 

 


