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Fresh Leadership Take Their Gavels 

On Wednesday, legislators in Vermont were sworn in, in a multi-party 

collaborative process that could not be further removed from the acrimony 

and violence that consumed our nation’s Capitol on the same day. On 

Thursday, Governor Phil Scott delivered his inaugural address – to the 

legislature in the afternoon and to Vermonters in the evening. 

For the first time in Vermont history, the roles of speaker of the House, 

president pro tempore of the Senate, lieutenant governor, clerk of the House, 

and House minority leader have all been assumed by women. The governor 

recognized that achievement during the opening of his inaugural address to 

the legislature: “I had the honor of being the first Governor in state history to 

begin with these words: ‘Madam President, Madam Speaker, Madam 

President Pro Tem.’ Congratulations to Lt. Governor Molly Gray, Speaker Jill 

Krowinski and Senator Becca Balint on this historic milestone.” 

Representative Jill Krowinski of Burlington was elected speaker of the 

House. She previously served two terms in the House and last session, was 

House majority leader, working closely with former Speaker Mitzi Johnson. 

She thus comes to the office with more experience managing the work of the 

House than many previous speakers. In her remarks to a remote audience 

on Wednesday, Krowinski called the new session the Coronavirus Recovery 

Session, asserting that legislators must chart a course forward and leave no 

one behind. 

Becca Balint, Senator from Windham County, was elected president pro 

tempore of the Senate. She was first elected to the Senate in 2015 and 

served as majority leader beginning in 2017. Like Speaker Krowinski and the 

governor, the president pro tempore will focus on getting Vermonters through 

the COVID-19 pandemic, addressing the budgetary challenges it has 

produced that includes a projected $180 million deficit, and subsequent 

recovery efforts. “Our immediate work will continue to be addressing the 

effects and impact of the ongoing pandemic and how to create better 

systems going forward” said Balint in her acceptance address. “We must 

continue to address the dis-ease caused by this health emergency and the 

fear and doubt that many of our constituents feel.” 
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In December, Krowinski and Balint met virtually with members of the VLCT Board of Directors to discuss 

priorities. Vice President Peter Elwell emphasized the board’s desire to partner with the legislature and 

state government to solve problems that currently seem intractable. Board members also discussed the 

need to address the disruptive imbalance in property values, with residential property values skyrocketing 

at the same time that sectors of commercial property values tank, likely leading to seismic shifts in who 

pays property taxes especially for education. The discussion also touched on Act 250 reform, law 

enforcement reform and paying for dispatch, and assistance from the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 

and Economic Security (CARES) Act. 

 

In what may become a new tradition because it likely reaches a much wider audience, the governor’s 

evening address to Vermonters was longer than the one he delivered to the legislature. As he begins his 

third term following an exhausting year of leading us through the pandemic, Scott highlighted the work of 

first responders and the medical community, the National Guard, child care workers, teachers, students, 

farmers, neighbors, and front line workers. “As Governor, I thank each of you for doing your part,” he 

said. “I know it has been frustrating and at times felt impossible. It’s important to know the actions you 

took, sacrifices you made, and your decision to listen to the experts and science, saved lives. You are 

saving lives.” He then urged Vermonters to retain their focus and commitment to combatting the virus. 

 

The governor also implored Vermonters to not forget the issues beyond the pandemic that affect people’s 

lives and which last year were laid bare: the need for resilient and diverse economic distributed among 

all fourteen counties; an equitable distribution of education opportunity and getting students back to in 

person learning; housing revitalization; containing health care costs; recruiting and retaining working 

families who may have moved or returned to Vermont for its safe and healthy lifestyle.  

 

According to Scott, Vermont annually spends nearly $2 billion to educate 83,000 students, yet inequities 

persist that cut across regional, economic, and racial lines. He proposed organizing all state child 

development work – including early child care, pre-school, K-12, and technical education – in the Agency 

of Education. He is also proposing a property tax exemption for licensed preschool programs. The 

enormous issues of the overall costs of the education system, its over-reliance on property taxes, and 

who can continue to afford to pay those taxes once again overshadows the entire discussion of education 

and spills into the laps of cities and towns, whose ability to fund vital programs with remaining property 

tax dollars is therefore severely constrained. 

 

As the new session unfolds, the pandemic continues to be the biggest issue facing the legislature and 

administration, coloring every decision that will be made and directing the way in which legislation is 

formulated – as it has directed every aspect of our lives since last March. 

The Legislature Convenes, Conducts Necessary Organizing 
Business 

The 2021-2022 biennium began Wednesday with the thirty members of the Senate meeting in person at 

the State House and the 150 House members meeting remotely. The elections of presiding officers and 

oaths of office were completed in swift order, the first resolutions and bills were read and introduced to 

both chambers, and House members received their committee assignments. Rules of the chambers were 

adopted that permitted the legislature to meet electronically during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Legislators were also assigned their State House seats, however those seats will not be occupied for the 

foreseeable future. Although the end of the 2020 session was conducted remotely, the 2021 session is 

the first one to start virtually, and freshman legislators must quickly adjust to working from their home 

computers. 

 

The usual energy and excitement of the first day of the session was soon eclipsed by the simultaneous 

events paying out at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. Consequently, a more somber mood prevailed 

as committees continued to meet and finish the orders of the day. When the legislature returned on 

Thursday, the House passed J.R.H. 1, a resolution condemning the storming of the U.S. Capitol the 

previous day as an attack on democracy. The resolution echoed remarks from Governor Phil Scott that 

also condemned those attacks and called out President Donald Trump as the source of the instigation.  

 

In contrast to the chaos and destruction in our nation’s capital, the Vermont legislature, legislative 

leadership, and state officers – including Governor Scott and Lieutenant Governor Molly Gray – all gave 

addresses in similar tones that called for unity, cooperation, and healing. And so, the business of state 

government in Vermont was carried on in orderly fashion.  

 

This unity of messaging is important is because it speaks to the strengths of Vermont government. When 

compared to other states and the divisiveness in Washington D.C., Vermont has always done better in 

solving complex problems in a more cooperative manner. And it was very encouraging to head the 

governor, the Senate president pro tem, and the speaker of the House all commit to helping towns, cities 

and villages be a part of the economic recovery, post-pandemic. They all seem to recognize that the 

inequality felt across the state is a problem that needs the focus of both the administration and the 

legislature. They should also know that municipalities are ready to stand as partners in leveling the 

playing field in achieving economic security for their residents and businesses. As we have reminded 

legislators and administrators many times in the past, local governments are key partners in 

achieving that future. And local officials will work throughout the session to ensure that cities and 

towns are given the tools and discretion to exercise that partnership to the greatest benefit of 

Vermonters. 

H.48 and Town Meeting 2021 

The award for the Most Productive Committee during the first week of any biennium typically goes to the 

House Committee on Government Operations, and this year is no exception. In record time, the 

committee late on Thursday voted out H.48, the highly anticipated legislation that enables municipalities 

to adjust how and when this year’s annual meetings are to be conducted. Most municipalities had just 

concluded their town meetings when the COVID-19 pandemic hit Vermont last March. Although everyone 

would prefer for the pandemic and associated social distancing to be in our rearview mirror at this point, 

life is unfortunately many months away from returning to a state of pre-pandemic normalcy. As a result, 

many municipalities will need to adjust the way they conduct town meetings this year. 

 

The bill addresses all municipal entities in the state – not just cities, towns, and villages, but school 

districts, incorporated schools, fire districts, incorporated villages and other governmental incorporated 

units such as solid waste districts. The bill picks up where last year’s Act 162 left off. That legislation 

permits local legislative bodies to vote to temporarily move to an Australian ballot system of voting for the 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/RESOLUTN/JRH001/JRH001%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.48
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2021 annual meeting in towns that vote from the floor. It also waived the requirements for voter signature 

collection for candidates in local elections. H.48 goes further and addresses other lingering issues, 

including: 

 

• Changing the date of annual meeting. The bill would permit municipalities to move their 2021 

annual meeting to a later (and potentially safer) date. It will be up to the municipality to determine the 

later date.  

 

• Voting by mail. The bill would permit local legislative bodies to require municipal clerks to mail 2021 

annual meeting early voter absentee Australian ballots to all active registered municipal voters to 

encourage absentee voting, and thereby reduce possible exposure to COVID-19.  

 

• Brattleboro. The bill would authorize the Town of Brattleboro to hold its annual representative town 

meeting by electronic means. Brattleboro is the only town in the state with a representative town 

meeting. 

 

• Extending municipal officer terms. If a local legislative body chooses to move the date of the 2021 

annual meeting, municipal officers would have to serve until the annual meeting and until successors 

are chosen.  

 

• Secretary of state’s supplemental authority. H.48 would authorize the secretary of state to order 

or permit supplemental election procedures related to the provisions within the bill. Under current law, 

the secretary of state has no authority over local elections, however directives and assistance from 

his office proved invaluable to municipalities in 2020 during the early days of the pandemic. This 

authority is only meant to be supplemental to help all municipalities conduct successful annual 

meetings and protect the health, safety, and welfare of voters, election workers, and candidates. The 

secretary of state would further adopt any necessary procedures that ensure the public can monitor 

polling places and vote counting.  

 

H.48 takes into account municipalities with charters that have more specific provisions regulating annual 

meeting. Those charter provisions will remain in place and are not affected by the bill. House Gov. Ops. 

made a point to also include language that encourages municipal cooperation between municipal entities. 

H.48 requests municipal officials – including boards of civil authority and municipal clerks – to cooperate 

with school districts and other incorporated districts with administering annual district meetings and 

budget votes. School districts in particular are heavily reliant on towns and cities to help perform their 

annual meetings; to the extent practicable, they both should be working together to align meeting dates 

and resources. This will both ensure the best use of limited monetary and human resources and create 

less confusion and a more streamlined process for voters.  

 

VLCT supports H.48 and thanks the House Government Operations Committee for both taking it up and 

passing it out swiftly. The bill is up for action today on the House floor and will head to the Senate early 

next week. With deadlines associated with annual town meeting just around the corner, the House and 

Senate have promised to expedite the passage of H.48 and, hopefully, have it on the governor’s desk for 

his signature by the end of next week. 
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Joint Fiscal Committee Reallocates Funds to Town Meeting Ballot 
Mailing 

On Tuesday, the Joint Fiscal Committee met for the last time of the 2019-2020 legislative biennium. This 

committee, which in an ordinary session meets only three or four times a year, met twenty-five times in 

2020. It met to track revenues and expenses – and, most importantly, the allocation, expenditure, and 

reallocation – of federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act Coronavirus Relief 

Funds (CRF) in compliance with the federal restrictions attached to the act. When the new legislature 

convenes, it will be without Representative Kitty Toll and Senator Tim Ashe, members of the past Joint 

Fiscal Committee who are no longer in the legislature. We thank them for their service and attention to 

Vermont municipalities as the COVID-19 crisis unfolded. 

 

On December 27, Congress passed the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021, which included 

sections on COVID-19 relief provisions. As part of that bill, the deadline for spending CRF funds was 

extended to December 31, 2021. That is good news on so many fronts. 

 

On Tuesday, the Joint Fiscal Committee took up a new request from the administration and secretary of 

state to reallocate $1.5 million in CRF dollars to reimburse towns and cities for the cost of mailing ballots 

to registered voters if the local legislative body decides to move town meeting votes to Australian ballot. 

(The authority to mail Australian ballots will need to be provided in a new town meeting bill). After some 

deliberation over how many cities, towns, villages, school districts, or other municipal union districts might 

need to mail ballots, the committee amended the allocation to provide “up to $2 million” to print and mail 

Australian ballots. 

 

Resource 

• Summary of Coronavirus Relief Provisions 

House Committee Members, 2021-2022 Biennium 

Agriculture and Forestry 

Rep. Carolyn Partridge, Windham, Chair Rep. John O’Brien, Tunbridge 

Rep., Rodney Graham, Williamstown, Vice Chair Rep. Henry Pearl, Danville 

Rep. Thomas Bock, Chester Rep. Vicki Strong, Albany 

Rep. Terry Norris, Shoreham Rep. Heather Surprenant, West Windsor 

Appropriations 

Rep. Mary Hooper, Montpelier, Chair Rep. Robin Scheu, Middlebury 

Rep. Peter Fagan, Rutland City, Vice Chair Rep. Trevor Squirrell, Underhill 

Rep. Martha Feltus, Lyndon Rep. Tristan Toleno, Brattleboro 

Rep James Harrison, Chittenden Rep. Maida Townsend, South Burlington 

Rep. Robert Helm, Fair Haven Rep. David Yacovone, Morrisville 

Rep. Kimberly Jessup, Middlesex 

  

https://ljfo.vermont.gov/assets/Subjects/4-HR-133-Federal-Covid-19-Economic-Relief-Bill-December-2020/d8cd5f1c15/Summary-of-HR-133-Coronavirus-Relief-Provisions.pdf
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Commerce and Economic Development 

Rep. Michael Marcotte, Coventry, Chair Rep. Emma Mulvaney-Stanak, Burlington 

Rep. Charles Kimbell, Woodstock, Vice Chair Rep. Logan Nicoll, Ludlow 

Rep. Eileen Dickinson, St. Albans Town Rep. Michael Nigro, Bennington 

Rep. Stephanie Jerome, Brandon Rep. Patrick Seymour, Sutton 

Rep. Warren Kitzmiller, Montpelier Rep. Kirk White, Bethel 

Rep. Paul Martin, Franklin 

Corrections and Institutions 

Rep. Alice Emmons, Springfield, Chair Rep. Marcia Martel, Waterford 

Rep. Sara Coffey, Guilford, Vice Chair Rep. Michael Morgan, Milton 

Rep. Lynn Batchelor, Derby Rep. Mary Morrissey, Bennington 

Rep. Michelle Bos-Lun, Westminster Rep. Linda Joy Sullivan, Dorset 

Rep. R. Scott Campbell, St. Johnsbury Rep. Curt Taylor, Colchester 

Rep. Karen Dolan, Essex 

Education 

Rep. Kathryn Webb, Shelburne, Chair Rep. Peter Conlon, Cornwall 

Rep. Lawrence Cupoli, Rutland, Vice Chair Rep. Jay Hooper, Randolph 

Rep. John Arrison, Weathersfield Rep. Kathleen James, Manchester 

Rep. Sarita Austin, Colchester Rep. Casey Toof, St. Albans 

Rep. Erin Brady, Williston Rep. Terri Lynn Williams, Granby 

Rep. Jana Brown, Richmond 

Energy and Technology 

Rep. Timothy Briglin, Thetford, Chair Rep. Lucy Rogers, Waterville 

Rep. Laura Sibilia, Dover, Vice Chair Rep. Heidi Scheuermann, Stowe 

Rep. Sally Achey, Middletown Springs Rep. Katherine Sims, Craftsbury 

Rep. Seth Chase, Colchester Rep. Michael Yantachka, Charlotte 

Rep. Avram Patt, Worcester 

General, Housing and Military Affairs 

Rep. Tom Stevens, Waterbury Village, Chair Rep. John Killacky, South Burlington 

Rep. Chip Troiano, Stannard, Vice Chair Rep. Barbara Murphy, Fairfax 

Rep. Matthew Birong Jr., Vergennes Rep. John Palasik, Milton 

Rep. Tiffany Bluemle, Burlington Rep. Joseph Parsons, Newbury 

Rep. Lisa Hango, Berkshire Rep. Tommy Walz, Barre City 

Rep. Mary Howard, Rutland City 

 

Government Operations 

Rep. Sarah Copeland Hanzas, Bradford, Chair Rep. Robert LaClair, Barre Town 

Rep. John Gannon, Wilmington, Vice Chair Rep. Samantha Lefebvre, Orange 

Rep. Peter Anthony, Barre City Rep. Michael McCarthy, St. Albans City 

Rep. Harold “Hal” Colston, Winooski Rep. Michael Mrowicki, Putney 

Rep. Mark Higley, Lowell Rep. Tanya Vyhovsky, Essex 

Rep. Robert Hooper, Burlington 

  



7  | VLCT WEEKLY LEGISLATIVE REPORT  JANUARY 8, 2021 ISSUE NO. 2 

Health Care 

Rep. William Lippert, Jr., Hinesburg, Chair Rep. Leslie Goldman, Rockingham 

Rep. Anne B. Donahue, Northfield, Vice Chair Rep. Lori Houghton, Essex 

Rep. Alyssa Black, Essex Rep. Emily Long, Newfane 

Rep. Elizabeth Burrows, West Windsor Rep. Woodman Page, Newport City 

Rep. Brian Cina, Burlington Rep. Peterson of Clarendon 

Rep. Mari Cordes, Lincoln 

Human Services 

Rep. Ann Pugh, South Burlington, Chair Rep. Kelly Pajala, Londonderry 

Rep. Theresa Wood, Waterbury, Vice Chair Rep. Marybeth Redmond, Essex 

Rep. Jessica Brumsted, Shelburne Rep. Carl Rosenquist, Georgia 

Rep. James Gregoire, Fairfield Rep. Taylor Small, Winooski 

Rep. Francis “Topper” McFaun, Barre Town Rep. Dane Whitman, Bennington 

Rep. Daniel Noyes, Wolcott 

Judiciary 

Rep. Maxine Grad, Moretown, Chair Rep. Martin LaLonde, South Burlington 

Rep. Thomas Burditt, West Rutland, Vice Chair Rep. Felisha Leffler, Enosburgh 

Rep. Kevin “Coach” Christie, Hartford Rep. William Notte, Rutland City 

Rep. Selene Colburn, Burlington Rep. Robert Norris, Sheldon 

Re. Kate Donnally, Hyde Park Rep. Barbara Rachelson, Burlington 

Rep. Kenneth Goslant, Northfield 

Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife 

Rep. Amy Sheldon, Middlebury, Chair Rep. Leland Morgan, Milton 

Rep. James McCullough, Williston, Vice Chair Rep. Kristi Morris, Springfield 

Rep. Seth Bongartz, Manchester Rep. Larry Satcowitz, Randolph 

Rep. Nelson Brownell, Pownal Rep. Harvey Smith, New Haven 

Rep. Katherine “Kari” Dolan, Waitsfield Rep. Thomas Terenzini, Rutland Town 

Rep. Paul Lefebvre, Newark 

Transportation 

Rep. Diane Lanpher, Vergennes, Chair Rep. Patricia McCoy, Poultney 

Rep. Shaw of Pittsford, Vice Chair Rep. Brian K. Savage, Swanton 

Rep. John Bartholomew, Hartland Rep. Brian Smith, Derby 

Rep. Mollie S. Burke, Brattleboro Rep. Gabrielle Stebbins, Burlington 

Rep. Timothy Corcoran II, Bennington Rep. Rebecca White, Hartford 

Rep. Curt McCormack, Burlington 

Ways and Means 

Rep. Janet Ancel, Calais, Chair Rep. Caleb Elder, Starksboro 

Rep. William Canfield, Fair Haven, Vice Chair Rep. Carol Ode, Burlington 

Rep. Scott Beck, St. Johnsbury Rep. James Masland, Thetford 

Rep. Patrick Brennan, Colchester Rep. Christopher Mattos, Milton 

Rep. Canfield of Fair Haven Rep. George W. Till, Jericho 

Rep. David Durfee, Shaftsbury 
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Senate Committee Members, 2021-2022 Biennium 

Sen. Robert Starr, Chair Sen. Corey Parent 

Sen. Christopher A. Pearson, Vice Chair Sen. Anthony Pollina 

Sen. Brian Collamore 

 

Appropriations 

Sen. Jane Kitchel, Chair Sen. Dick Sears Jr. 

Sen. Alice W. Nitka, Vice Chair Sen. Robert Starr 

Sen. Becca Balint Sen. Richard Westman 

Sen. Philip Baruth 

 

Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs 

Sen. Michael Sirotkin, Chair Sen. Randy Brock 

Sen. Alison Clarkson, Vice Chair Sen. Kesha Ram 

Sen. Becca Balint 

 

Education 

Sen. Brian Campion, Chair Sen. Virginia “Ginny” Lyons 

Sen. Cheryl Hooker, Vice Chair Sen. Andrew Perchlik 

Sen. Thomas Chittenden Sen. Joshua Terenzini 

 

Finance 

Sen. Ann Cummings, Chair Sen. Randy Brock 

Sen. Mark A. MacDonald, Vice Chair Sen. Ruth Hardy 

Sen. Christopher A. Pearson Sen. Michael Sirotkin 

Sen. Christopher Bray 

 

Government Operations 

Sen. Jeanette K. White, Chair Sen. Brian Collamore 

Sen. Anthony Pollina, Vice Chair Sen. Kesha Ram 

Sen. Alison Clarkson 

 

Health and Welfare 

Sen. Virginia “Ginny” Lyons, Chair Sen. Cheryl Hooker 

Sen. Ruth Hardy, Vice Chair Sen. Joshua Terenzini 

Sen. Ann Cummings 

 

Institutions 

Sen. Joe Benning, Chair Sen. Dick Mazza 

Sen. Dick McCormack, Vice Chair Sen. Corey Parent 

Sen. Russ Ingalls 
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Judiciary 

Sen. Dick Sears Jr., Chair Sen. Alice W. Nitka 

Sen. Philip Baruth, Vice Chair Sen. Jeanette K. White 

Sen. Joe Benning 

 

Natural Resources and Energy 

Sen. Christopher Bray, Chair Sen. Mark A. MacDonald 

Sen. Richard Westman, Vice Chair Sen. Dick McCormack 

Sen. Brian Campion 

 

Rules 

Sen. Becca Balint, Chair Sen. Alison Clarkson 

Sen. Dick Mazza, Vice Chair Sen. Cheryl Hooker 

Sen. Randy Brock 

 

Transportation 

Sen. Dick Mazza, Chair Sen. Russ Ingalls 

Sen. Andrew Perchlik, Vice Chair Sen. Jane Kitchel 

Sen. Thomas Chittenden 

 

 

BILL 

NUMBER 

 

SUMMARY OF NEW BILLS 

CURRENT 

LOCATION 

H.3 Would prohibit applying sludge or septage except for the land application of 

exceptional quality biosolids, require municipally-owned wastewater treatment facilities 

to accept septage for treatment, and establish a Biosolids Conversion Special Fund to 

provide grants to municipal wastewater facilities to convert septage and sludge to 

exceptional quality biosolids. 

House Nat. Resources, 

Fish, and Wildlife 

H.9 Would clarify that land underlying a solar array may remain in current use as agricultural 

land, provided that the land is 0.1 of an acre or less and meets all other current use 

requirements. 

House Ways and 

Means 

H.16 Would require a purchaser of fireworks to present his or her permit for fireworks use 

to the seller at the time of the sale, and prohibit the use of fireworks after 10 p.m. 

House Judiciary 

H.26 Would restrict the use, manufacture, sale, and distribution of class B firefighting foam 

containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances as well as food packaging to 

which PFAS have been added. 

House Health Care 

H.28 Would amend the definition of “livable wage” for purposes of the basic needs budget 

that is calculated at the beginning of each legislative biennium so that it is based on a 

family with two adult wage earners, two children, and no employer-sponsored health 

insurance. 

House Gen., Housing, 

and Military Affairs 

H.29 Would require employers to notify prospective employees when their employment will 

not make them eligible for unemployment benefits. 

House Gen., Housing, 

and Military Affairs 

H.34 Would authorize tax increment financing districts to use debt proceeds to make debt 

service payments. 

House Ways and 

Means 

H.35 Would allow a school district to eliminate spending during the year on eligible school 

construction project costs, as defined in Rule 6134 of the State Board of Education, 

from the excess spending calculation. 

House Education 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.3
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.9
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.16
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.26
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.28
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.29
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.34
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.35
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BILL 

NUMBER 

 

SUMMARY OF NEW BILLS 

CURRENT 

LOCATION 

H.39 Would require that the members of the Vermont Climate Council do not participate 

in matters in which they have a conflict of interest or appearance of a conflict of 

interest. 

House Energy and 

Technology 

H.40 Would provide whistleblower protections for law enforcement officers. House Gen., Housing, 

and Military Affairs 

H.48 Would authorize municipalities to move the date of their 2021 annual meeting; 

authorize municipalities to mail annual meeting Australian ballots to all active, 

registered municipal voters; and authorize the secretary of state to order supplemental 

elections procedures related to these 2021 annual municipal meeting provisions. 

House Government 

Operations 

 

Bi-Weekly Chat with Advocacy Staff 

The next live and socially-distanced online chat with your Advocacy team is scheduled for Monday, 

January 11, from 11:00 to 11:45 a.m. Karen Horn and Gywnn Zakov will answer your questions and 

provide their insights into the 2021 session as they see it evolving. 

 

 
 

Register to attend here. It’s free! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: For the 2021 session, the Weekly Legislative Report will be an all-digital publication with 

this exception: Readers without reliable internet service can receive paper copies if they notify us at 

mailings@vlct.org. Thanks for reading! 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.39
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.40
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.48
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvduqhrDIiGNFIx2ABa4GO5G4hQGbULE7o
mailto:mailings@vlct.org


VLCT supports:

Relied upon as trusted 
partners with the state 
especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, local 
governments are taking the 
lead in innovative governance 
practices and responding to 
their constituents’ needs. Each 
biennium, the VLCT Board of 
Directors distills the Municipal 
Legislative Priorities from the 
full Municipal Policy adopted 
by VLCT membership. The 
Municipal Priorities help guide 
VLCT Advocacy staff and the 
board in effectively advocating 
for you. In Vermont, where 
local government resources 
and innovation are severely 
constrained, cities and towns 
need the authority, flexibility, 
and funding to meet today’s 
challenges.

VLCT  

2021-2022  
Municipal  
Priorities

1.

Sustained funding and 

incentives to implement all 

state mandated programs 

reducing the burden on 

municipal property taxes;

2.

Authority to 

take meaningful 

action to 

eliminate racial 

disparities and 

to ensure equity, 

fairness, and 

systemic change;

Legislation reforming 

Vermont’s income, sales, 

cannabis, and property taxes to 
ensure sustainability, economic 
recovery and affordability, 
equity, and balance, particularly 
as those attributes relate to 
property taxes’ contribution to 
the Education Fund;

3. 4.

Providing the technology, 
authority, training, and funding 
to ensure fair, equitable, 

and impartial delivery 

of law enforcement that 

builds trust and legitimacy 

in communities, including 

among minority groups;

Providing authority, 
tools, and funding 
to local officials 
so as to mitigate 

the effects of the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

on residents and 

communities;

5. 6.

ACT 250

Eliminating Act 250 

jurisdiction over 

projects in designated 

downtowns, growth 

centers, new town 

centers, designated 

village centers, and 

new neighborhoods;

No-risk funding that pays 

for project development to 

implement mandates such 
as Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) General 
Permits, Total Maximum Daily 
Loads (TMDLs), combined 
sewer systems, and Municipal 
Road General Permits (MRGPs).

GRANTS

Ensuring that grants 
pay for federal 

and Vermont Safe 

Drinking Water Act 

and Clean Water 

Act priorities; and

8.7. 9.
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Voter approved self-governance 

on matters solely affecting the 

municipality taking action, including 
(a) local option taxes; (b) measures 
to reduce emissions, increase 
resilience to climate change, and 
build a cleaner economy; and (c) law 
enforcement policy and oversight 
implemented in accordance with the 
municipal governance structure;

http://www.vlct.org/advocacy
mailto:Advocacy%40vlct.org?subject=Municipal%20Priorities

