
Selectboard Memo 
February 1, 2021 SB Meeting 
 
Additions to Agenda 
 Amend previously approved June 22, 2020 board minutes to correct a substantive 

error (wrong fiscal year) in a motion 
o In the “End of Fiscal Year Fund Balance Policy Determinations” section, the last line 

of the motion states “[f]urther, $100,000 of the unassigned current fund balance shall 
be assigned to reduce property taxes in FY2020”; the fiscal year in question should 
have been FY2021 as shown in the annotated agenda for that meeting 

 
Open Forum on 2021 Town Meeting Warning Articles and Other Items of Interest to Town 
Residents 
 
Work Session on 2021 Town Meeting and Town Forum 
 
Consideration of Support Letter for EM Trails Grant Application for Trail Across Bobolink 
Farm 

• East Montpelier Trails, Inc. has requested a letter of support for a grant application under the 
Recreation Trails Program, a federal program handled in VT by the Department of Forests, 
Parks & Recreation; EM Trails is seeking $25,000 to help fund a trail running from the 
southern end of the Mallory Brook Trail on Chris Pratt’s land (the big VLT-conserved 
parcel between Brazier and Cherry Tree Hill Roads) through the Bobolink Farm parcel 
(owned by Bruce Howlett & Carol Dickson) to Towne Hill Road 

• The long-planned trail links the bulk of the EM Trail network with the Karen Clark Trail 
that runs into the U-32 trails network; at some point the town will need to devise a safe 
crossing from the Bobolink Farm Trail to Schoolhouse Road across Towne Hill Road; we’ll 
also be part of a parking lot project at the farm 

• If comfortable, board should authorize Chair Gardner to sign the letter 
 
Consideration of CAI Technologies Tax Map Maintenance Contract 

• This is the standard annual agreement between CAI and the town for tax map updates that 
will cover the 2022 “season” (April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022); the normal method for 
acceptance is a motion followed by all members signing the agreement; the mass signing 
isn’t actually necessary and given the pandemic is difficult to accomplish, so it would be 
better to simply authorize TA Johnson or Chair Gardner to complete the agreement 

• We will also be receiving the 2021 agreement shortly; for some reason this agreement never 
reached us; the last contract we signed was in February 2019 for the 2020 period 

 
Discussion on Town Management in Light of COVID-19 

• Standard statement: There have been no changes since the board’s last meeting; the town 
office remains closed to the public, with researchers/attorneys allowed to access vault 
materials under the terms originally set up before all in-person actions were banned – one at 
a time and only by appointment from Town Clerk Laquerre; mandated protocols (masks; 
health survey; etc.) are in effect for such appointments 

 
Appointments 
 2021 Green Up Day Coordinator: Chris Racanelli 

o Mr. Racanelli is ready to helm another, likely pandemic-affected, Green Up Day 



Warrants 
 January 19, 2021 Special Warrant for Review 

o This was a between-meeting warrant for time sensitive invoices that came in right 
after the January 18th warrant, including the credit card bills; it also includes a new 
check to J.P. Sicard for the final sidewalk project contractor pay request to replace 
the January 18th check made out to the construction inspection firm by mistake; no 
board action necessary 

 February 1, 2021 Regular Warrant for Approval 
o Just like other recent warrants, this evening’s regular warrant needs to be approved 

as normal, which generally is shown by a quorum of board member signatures; given 
our current limitations, the board should once again approve the warrant and 
authorize Chair Gardner to sign to that effect 

o This warrant includes the final payment on the 2018 Mack, our only current note 
other than the ESF bond 

 
Town Administrator Report 

• 45-day Advance Notice PUC Filing for 44.2 kW Solar Array at 1970 VT Rte. 14 S: 
o rbTechnologies is moving forward with a proposed 2-array, ground mounted, net-

metered solar project on the field north of its parking lot, across Carleton Blvd from 
NorthCountry FCU 

• Town Meeting Ballot & Annual Report Update: 
o The town and school district ballots are at the printers; ballots are expected to be 

mailed out to all active voters no later than February 10th; Town Clerk Laquerre is 
recommending that those not receiving ballots by February 16th contact her 

o The annual report is also at the printers; expect delivery by mid-February 
• Update on FY2021 Municipal Roads Grants-in-Aid Program: 

o At long last VTrans has provided the grant funding level for this year’s program; we 
submitted a letter of intent to participate in October, which was accepted pending a 
final offer level; the pandemic has completely thrown off this program’s normal 
timing; we’ve been awarded $14,020 with a 20% town match of $3,505; CVRPC, 
which administers this program, will now work with the town on determining the 
acceptable erosion control projects to do utilizing the funds  

• Meeting Schedule: 
o February 15, 2021 6:30 pm         Selectboard regular meeting 
o March 1, 2021  6:30 pm         Selectboard regular meeting (truncated) 

7:30 pm Forum on town meeting ballot items 
o March 2, 2021  7 am – 7 pm All-Australian ballot vote at EMES 

 
Zoning Administrator Report 

• 1 new application since the January 18th SB meeting; 8 total so far in 2021 
• The next DRB meeting is scheduled for February 2, 2021; there are three warned hearings, 

one for a 3-lot subdivision/reconfiguration of the Messier East Hill Road parcels, the second 
for a dog daycare facility at 1678 US Rte. 2 and the third for an alteration of the 2019 permit 
authorizing a PRD and community center at 170 Cherry Tree Hill Road to allow a time 
extension to file the necessary Declaration of Condominium 

 


