
Resilient Roads Committee Plan for Arbor Day Tree Planting Grant 
 
 
Write-up provided by RRC member Steve Justis to TA Johnson on March 13th: 
 
On Saturday morning, Jeff, Paul, and I, on behalf of the Resilient Roads Committee (RRC), met 
with East Montpelier Center residents Charlie Waterman, Malcolm Fielder, and Chris Reed to 
discuss plans for a possible 2021 Arbor Day Program grant being offered through the Vermont 
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation's Urban & Community Forestry Program 
(UCFP). UCFP is making available to Vermont municipalities and non-profits $1,000 grants for 
planting trees in 21 Vermont communities.  (I believe you have the initial offering package for 
the grants.  If not, just let me know.) 

One reason for focusing on the Center is that the amount of the grant is fairly small.  Also, the 
RRC is interested in establishing a roadside "re-furbishing" pilot program, including the planting 
of trees, removal of invasive species, and generally improving the long-term health and beauty of 
scenic sections of roads throughout East Montpelier.  Center Road, particularly near the historic 
Old Meeting House, is one of those scenic sections. 

While specific details of tree placements were not determined, the group decided to apply for 
funding to cover the costs of 5-6 trees for the project along Center Road, between Brazier and 
Bliss/Barnes Roads.  Assuming we get one of the $1,000 grants, our intent is to stay within that 
budget, to include trees, peat moss/compost, and any sales taxes or supplies directly related to the 
project.  Our intent is to purchase trees from Gardeners Supply Company in Williston, where I 
have a commercial (wholesale) account.  (I will, of course, not accept any markup or commission 
on the sale.)  We intend to purchase either of the Acer saccharum cultivars 'Green Mountain', 
'Fall Fiesta', 'Bonfire' and 'Legacy', recommended in UCFP's VERMONT TREE SELECTION 
GUIDE. 

The application deadline is March 26, so we'll remain open for recommendations by either you 
and/or the town selectboard.  While specific placements of trees have not been determined, our 
intent is to stay out of the town rights-of-way, primarily to avoid the effects of road de-icing 
salt.  We believe that among the RRC members, town road crews, and the Center (and other) 
residents, we will be able to manage the trees so they have long lives and sustain the beauty of 
the area for decades into the future. 

 


