
 
East Montpelier Resilient Roads Committee Meeting 

 
Minutes of January 20, 2021 Zoom Meeting @ 3 p.m. 

 
In attendance: Jeff Cueto, Paul Cate, Guthrie Perry and Joanne Garton. Technical Assistance Coordinator,  
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation, Urban & Community Forestry Program 
 
In absentia secretary: Steve Justis 
 
Jeff Cueto opened the meeting and introduced participating committee members and Joanne Garton 
from the Urban & Community Forestry Program.  New legislation has been passed to modernize 
Vermont's tree warden statutes and other statutes related to public trees and roadside vegetation. The 
bill, H.673 was signed into law by Governor Scott on October 8, 2020 and went into effect November 1, 
2020. 
 
Noting the Committee’s declining attendance, Jeff mentioned his discussion with East Montpelier’s 
Town Administrator Bruce John regarding adjusting the Committee’s membership and determining who 
wants to continue and perhaps having fewer members.  He also mentioned that the E.M. Selectboard 
will be forming a new conservation commission, which may take precedence over making changes to 
our committee. 
 
Joanne discussed key points of the Shade Tree Preservation Plan (STPP), which references legal 
definitions as provided in 24 V.S.A. §2501 and referenced below: 
 
1) "Public place" means municipal property, including a municipal park, a recreation area, or a 
municipal building. "Public place" shall not include any municipal forestland or property that is subject 
to any ownership interest held by the Agency of Transportation. 
2) "Public way" means a right-of-way held by a municipality, including a town highway. 
3) "Shade tree" means a shade or ornamental tree located in whole or in part within the limits of a 
public way or public place, provided that the tree: 

a. was planted by the municipality; or 
b. is designated as a shade tree pursuant to a municipal shade tree preservation plan pursuant 
to section 2502 of this title. (Added 2019, No. 171 (Adj. Sess.), § 2, eff. Nov. 1, 2020.) 

 
There was a brief discussion of the easiest/most convenient platform for storing and sharing documents 
for this discussion. The pros and cons of alternate Cloud platforms were discussed.  No final decision was 
made today. 
 
Joanne noted that ten towns, including East Montpelier, would be in first round of creating a model or 
draft of STPP over the next several months. Discussions among the 10 towns will be facilitated with 
Joanne’s and MS/Google Docs assistance. 
 
Joanne also mentioned the need for RRC members to log their time allocated to STPP.  A total of 50 
hours is needed for East Montpelier’s “match” requirement. 
 
Joanne further described the STPP, which now includes definitions and clarifications not previously 
found in the statutes relating to town tree wardens.    One example is that the definition of a “shade 
tree” was not previously described.  The STPP allows town to better “define” what a shade tree means 
to specific towns.  The STPP requires five elements and two options.   The Town of East Montpelier may 



adopt STPP to expand or better define the duties of the tree warden in the municipality and specify 
processes by which municipal shade trees are managed and governed, including. 
 
(1) Programs for the planting of new trees and shrubs. 
 

(2) Programs for the maintenance of shade trees. 
 
(3) Apportionment of costs for tree warden services provided to other municipal corporations. 
 
(4) Approval requirements for tree maintenance or removal on specific municipal property as 
granted by municipal officers or legislative bodies other than the tree warden. 
 
(5) Processes, not inconsistent with 24 V.S.A. chapter 67, for removal of: 
 

(A)  diseased, dying, or dead shade trees 
 
(B)  any shade trees that create a hazard to public safety, impact a disease or insect control 
program, or must be removed to comply with State or federal law or permitting requirements 

 
There was general discussion of these points.  Paul noted that the changes offer both challenges and 
opportunities for improving the town’s roadside trees.  They could allow East Montpelier and other 
towns to improve both the quality and the overall aesthetics of public trees.  He mentioned that the 
town would benefit from paying attention to such issues as planned versus unplanned understory trees 
(and brush, including numerous invasive species). 
 
Jeff mentioned that taking a “zoned approach” might allow a more targeted approach to managing 
roadside trees.  [In absentia, Steve suggested the concept of creating “scenic corridors” for the towns 
roadways.] 
 
Joanne mentioned that the Vermont League of Cities & Towns has advocated the current “pushback” 
against the vagueness of the historical/traditional tree warden laws.   She also mentioned that more 
discussions will be needed to complete recommendations to the town of East Montpelier.  Will the plan 
cover 20 planted trees or is there some other means of prioritizing the town’s plans? 
 
Jeff mentioned the concept of establishing pilot projects, for example Dodge & Johnson roads, on which 
the committee recently started tree-removal activities related to Emerald Ash Borer. 
 
Jeff suggested, in terms of designating “shade trees,” considering an approach where 1) specific 
landmark trees are designed, like the ash trees that will be treated to prevent EAB mortality, and 2) all 
trees in specific road zones are designated as shade trees for optimization of vegetation for the 
purposes of scenic value, cultural value, road safety, wildlife value, and water quality protection through 
management by the tree warden and road crew. 
 
Joanne will develop some recommendations and distribute to RRC members. 
 
Citing Joann’s schedule, Paul moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:20 p.m.  Guthrie seconded.  The 
meeting was adjourned. 
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