






From: Josie Leavitt
To: Bruce Johnson
Cc: Lindy Johnson
Subject: Re: East Montpelier Funding Request Process
Date: Friday, October 29, 2021 9:14:40 AM

Hi Bruce,
Thanks for understanding my dilemma. After 20 months of not doing live comedy to have my
first show be on the same as the meeting is actually pretty funny. I think I'll be more than able
to log on by 7:30. 

The Vermont Bar Foundation is seeking to diversify its funding, so this year, we're planning
on asking 40-50 towns for funding. Working with Vermont Legal Aid and our other partners,
we've made a list of the number of Vermonters we helped last year. The towns we're
approaching for funding have at least 10 Vermonters who received free legal services.  The
amount we're asking from each town depends on the number of people who have been helped
with a range of $500-$2,500. 

Please let me know if you need more information.

Thanks so much. Looking forward to presenting on the 10th.

Josie

On Thu, Oct 28, 2021 at 5:04 PM Bruce Johnson <manager@eastmontpeliervt.org> wrote:

Hi Josie:

 

I’ve added the chair of our funding committee to this email so that she’ll be aware of the
issue.

 

I’ve been doing this a long time and you’ve just raised the bar to possibly an unassailable
level on unexpected but perfectly understandable reasons for the timing of an appearance.
The committee will certainly want to hear from you (you’re the only “new” group this year).
The individual conversations with the organizations tend to move along pretty quickly so the
other groups may be done by the time you’re available, but as long as you can Zoom in by
7:30 p.m. you shouldn’t upset the schedule to any great extent. One thing you might be able
to provide in advance is some sense of both why you’ve applied to EM at the level you
selected and whether you’re making similar requests to other towns. Your application’s
financials make it clear that donations from municipalities have not been a part of your
revenue stream in the past.
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Please keep us informed if your timing expectations shift.

 

Have a nice evening,

 

Bruce

 

C. Bruce Johnson

East Montpelier Town & Zoning Administrator

40 Kelton Road

PO Box 157

East Montpelier, VT  05651

(802) 223-3313 x 204

manager@eastmontpeliervt.org

https://eastmontpeliervt.org/

 

 

 

From: Josie Leavitt <j.leavitt@vtbarfoundation.org> 
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2021 4:39 PM
To: Bruce Johnson <manager@eastmontpeliervt.org>
Subject: Re: East Montpelier Funding Request Process

 

Hi Bruce,

Thanks so much for this. Very happy the Bar Foundation has been included.

 

I have a question for you, what time do you reasonably think the Bar Foundation will make
our presentation and can we go last? I ask because I'm  a stand up comic with a show at
Nectar's that starts at 6:30. I should be done with my set by 7:10 and can log on to Zoom
from my car. Will that timing work for you?
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Thanks,

Josie

 

 

 

On Thu, Oct 28, 2021 at 4:24 PM Bruce Johnson <manager@eastmontpeliervt.org> wrote:

Hi All:

 

In keeping with our standard methodology, now that all the submissions are in, we’re
sending this “mass” email to all the organizations requesting funding from East
Montpelier for FY2023 to make sure everyone understands the process as we move
forward.  As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns
regarding our funding request procedures.

 

The town’s procedure for setting the 2022 Town Meeting funding request article will
remain the same as the version we put in place a number of years ago.  Once again, the
Selectboard will not hear appeals of the funding committee’s decisions.  The funding
committee will hold its annual meeting on Wednesday, November 10, 2021, 6:30 p.m.
(see attached for the agenda).  This will be an in-person/hybrid meeting at the East
Montpelier Municipal Office Building with a Zoom remote participation option. Once the
committee’s report is finalized, I will communicate the results to the organizations.  You
will have the opportunity to submit a written appeal of your proposed appropriation
directly to the committee.  This procedure does not alter your right to petition for a
separate article on the Town Meeting warning.

 

You can see the Zoom meeting participation options and meeting documents here:
https://eastmontpeliervt.org/november-10-2021-funding-request-study-committee-
meeting/

 

Although all the requesting organizations are invited to attend to the meeting and make
presentations, the committee recommends that any new organization or one requesting a
significant increase have a representative participate in the November 10th meeting to
assist the committee in evaluating the organization’s submission.  For this funding cycle
we suggest the following organizations try to participate at the meeting:
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Good Samaritan Haven

VT Bar Foundation

VT Center for Independent Living

VT Family Network

Winooski Natural Resources Conservation District

 

For the five organizations listed above, this is only a highly recommended suggestion –
failure to participate will not disqualify your submission.  For the rest of you, attendance
is completely voluntary with no impact on your submission. We’d appreciate notice that
you’ll be attending, but it is a public meeting, so feel free to just show up (either in person
or on Zoom).

 

For those organizations that were appropriated funding for FY2022 at 2021 Town
Meeting, you can expect a check in early to mid-December – no invoice or special request
is necessary. 

 

Enjoy the late October sun (while it lasts!),

 

Bruce

 

C. Bruce Johnson

East Montpelier Town & Zoning Administrator

40 Kelton Road

PO Box 157

East Montpelier, VT  05651

(802) 223-3313 x 204

manager@eastmontpeliervt.org

https://eastmontpeliervt.org/
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