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November 15, 2021 
 
Sherry Smecker Winnie 
VT Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 
One National Life Drive, Davis 2 
Montpelier, VT  05620-3801 
 
Re: Letter of Support for East Montpelier Trails, Inc. ERSA Trail Grant Program Application  
 
Dear Ranking Committee Members: 
 
The East Montpelier Trails, Inc. (EMTI), a non-profit community group dedicated to the creation 
and maintenance of a permanent trails network throughout East Montpelier, is applying for 2021 
grant funding through the ERSA Trail Grant Program administered by the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation for the construction of the Bobolink Farm Trail, a planned 0.8-mile 
addition to the East Montpelier trails network running from the Mallory Brook Trail south to Towne 
Hill Road, securing a direct link to the Karen Clark Trail.  This new segment is a vital component of 
the town’s trail network, the final piece in a walking corridor running from the town forest at the 
Calais line south to U-32 Middle & High School bordering Montpelier. The U-32 trails connect to 
the Cross Vermont Trail, providing access to a host of central Vermont trail options.   
 
The Town of East Montpelier wholeheartedly supports this effort. The town works in partnership 
with EMTI to maintain and enhance the trail network. Appropriations to benefit EMTI are approved 
annually by town residents at town meeting. Construction of EMTI’s planned but unbuilt trail 
segments, including the proposed Bobolink Farm Trail, is listed as an Action Item in the current 
East Montpelier Town Plan. The highway crew provides material and works with EMTI volunteers 
to develop appropriate parking and safe road crossing locations. Plans are already in motion to 
create parking at the base of the Bobolink Farm Trail on Towne Hill Road and establish a safe 
corridor to cross the busy road to link up with the Karen Clark Trail.  
 
We’d like to see EMTI’s long-held goal of completing a trail network running from Montpelier’s 
North Branch Park at the western end of town, up to the town forest, and down past the elementary 
school and on to U-32 come to fruition. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought renewed 
understanding of the importance of community recreational resources, of which EMTI’s trail 
network is a shining example. We encourage you to look favorably on the EMTI funding request.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Seth B. Gardner 
Chair, East Montpelier Selectboard 


