
Comments on Mask Mandate 
 
Front Porch Forum: 
 
Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Hilde Sibley • Bliss Road, East Montpelier  

Discussion  

I'd like to see / hear some medical pharmaceutical treatments that have proven worked before we 
go shutting down and or start mandating masks again which may or may not be the only answer! 

********** 

Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Donald Lentz •  Adamant  

Discussion  

I agree 100%. What I want to know is what is so magical about a 'state line'?!? 

********** 

Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Ernest Broe • East Montpelier  

Discussion  

I have followed all of the State and Federal guidelines, wore the mask and had both shots. I will 
have a booster when it is available.  
 
I feel for the Select Board to even consider such a move is wrong. My view is if a store or other 
business wishes to require masks that is their choice - I'll take my business elsewhere.  
 
What makes the Select Board qualified to make such a medical related decision?  
 
I am strongly against the proposal. 

********** 

Masks 
Virginia Burley • East Montpelier  
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Discussion  

I attended last week's Select Board meeting to hear the discussion about requiring stores in East 
Montpelier to require masks while inside the building. As East Montpelier's Town Health 
Officer, I work with the Vermont Department of Health to implement relevant health-related 
practices. In our small town this mostly involves dog bites and rental housing violations. I also 
served on the U-32 school board for 18 years and became familiar with a whole other set of 
policies. When I first joined the Board, there was a smoking lounge in the building where 
students and faculty could go to smoke! Several federal and state statutes later, tobacco was 
completely banned from public schools.  
 
Which brings me to my point: policies and statutes are essentially the public expression of a 
community's values. A community has rules because we want to ensure the health, safety and 
well-being of our community members. Whether it's seatbelts, mandatory schooling, speed 
limits, vaccinations or masks, it all expresses a desire to enhance public safety. As our 
understanding of health practices evolves, so do our policies and practices. I have heard the 
argument that there is no point in passing a law that cannot be enforced. If the law is seen as a 
guideline for behavior, its very existence is formative. For example, we have speed limits. In 
rural areas with no local police force, they are not continually enforced, but community members 
do speak up if there is a road where speed limits are routinely ignored, and enforcement will 
spend more time in that neighborhood. I am in favor of the proposal. 

********** 

Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Carl Etnier • Selectboard Member, East Montpelier  

Announcement  

The East Montpelier Selectboard is convening in a special meeting at 7:30 pm this coming 
Monday, August 30, to consider adopting a mask mandate for businesses that invite the public 
onto their premises. We would like to be guided by input from residents; please contact me 
and/or other selectboard members before the meeting or come to the meeting. If you wish to 
come to the meeting, I encourage you to do so by Zoom, so we don't create a crowded meeting 
space with attendant risks of spreading Covid-19 at a time we're trying to address a public health 
crisis.  
 
The agenda, instructions on how to attend by Zoom, and information about Brattleboro's mask 
mandate are available at eastmontpeliervt.org.  
 
Here is some background I'm considering, going into the meeting:  
* The delta variant of the virus that causes Covid-19 is far more transmissible than the original 
variant, with infected people (vaccinated and unvaccinated) carrying viral loads up to 1000 times 
higher than those caused by the original variant.  
* While Vermont has a very high rate of vaccination among those who are eligible, it is also a 
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tourist mecca, and we are hosting many out-of-state visitors, with unknown states of health or 
rates of vaccination.  
* Children under 12 are not eligible to be vaccinated, and our local school district has decided to 
protect them (and adults) by requiring "universal masking for all schools until further notice." 
There's currently no corresponding protection in place outside of schools.  
* The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends universal indoor masking in 
places where community spread of Covid-19 is at substantial or high levels. All of Vermont is 
experiencing substantial or high levels of community spread, and cases, hospitalizations, and 
deaths are piling up.  
* Leadership at the Vermont Department of Health (VDH) has declined to issue any new health 
orders in response to the spread of the delta variant.  
* Non-political workers at VDH are so concerned with the Department's lack of action that 91 of 
them have taken the extraordinary step of signing a letter voicing their objections. The letter has 
been widely reported; a quote published in Seven Days is, "It is our belief that our current public 
guidance, which encourages only unvaccinated individuals to wear a mask and makes no 
mention of the risk of COVID-19 among unmasked vaccinated individuals, is not based on our 
best understanding of the way the Delta variant is spreading."  
 
I've spoken with owners of local businesses about this, and they have been having intense 
discussions with their staff. If the town requires mask wearing, then the business owners don't 
have to spend their time considering whether they are going to require masks. Also if a customer 
objects, the business owner can say they're following town policy.  
 
What are your thoughts on it? 

********** 

 

Messages to Selectboard Member Carl Etnier: 

 

From: Darcy 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 30, 2021 at 12:39:27 PM EDT 
 
I would NOT like to see mask mandates put in place by our selectboard. It is up to the business 
owners!  
Thank you, 
Darcy Cacicio 

********** 

From: john russell  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 29, 2021 at 4:41:42 PM EDT 



I know it’s a tough touchy subject. But I don’t think you have any business to mandate anything 
like that. I don’t even believe the governor does or the President of the United States. So as you 
can probably tell I say no. 
 
Sent from my iPad 

********** 

From: Olivia Campbell  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 6:33:54 PM EDT 
 
Thanks for initiating this conversation Carl.  We highly support a mask mandate.  I think it’s 
necessary to protect those working with / exposed regularly to the public.  I’ve had some 
interactions earlier in the pandemic where retail workers were harassed / verbally assaulted about 
a store’s mask requirement by customers.  It’s really difficult for some of these folks, especially 
young people to deal with these situations.  I think a town requirement alleviates a lot of that 
pressure and also helps keep transmission in the community low.  It’s really important for those 
of us with young children who can’t yet get vaccinated. 
 
Olivia 

********** 

From: Marlene  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 11:48:48 AM EDT 
 
Hi Carl,  
 
The mask is useless, or, next to useless unless it is a properly worn N95, or, KN95 mask.  That is 
what I had purchased for my family and the Secretary of State staff back in January 2020 and 
what we used when staff had to come to the office, or the family when going out.  I stayed at the 
office after being the first to deploy staff remotely from the State of Vermont (March 9, 2020) 
thru June.  I remained at the office to ensure that paper documents received for 
corporations/nonprofit/ucc division (although 95% was online), as well as mergers and 
acquisitions, were scanned and deployed to staff for processing. We were one of the few 
Corporation Divisions in the country that had no stoppage in our processing of all registrations 
and submissions.    Additionally, I was there to ensure any paper for Administration was scanned 
and sent, as well as election paperwork from candidates.  I was nervous in the beginning because 
I had been watching the virus move from December 2019, long before most were taking 
notice.  I was originally a microbiology major, prior to my MBA, and have read and studied 
infectious diseases for decades, so I was reading and researching any medical studies I could find 
and still do related to COVID. 
 
I knew the staff were very scared so I came in because I would never ask those I supervise to do 
something I wouldn't do.   I did this thru June until my own work became so backed up I had the 



staff come in on a rotating basis, which they determined on their own, i.e. constant contact with 
people coming to the building for delivery or facilities, as well as other needs, and Post 
Office.  Initially, when meeting delivery staff at the door, fedex, etc., I used the N95, same as 
going to Post Office every day, the first month, I also disinfected everything (including mail 
envelopes) until I realized it wasn't necessary from my own experience and studies that I read.  I 
continued to practice good hygiene and handwashing of course. Additionally, my daughter was 
exposed to someone at a clinic who was diagnosed with COVID19, and had the test, she was 
negative, but, although she was wearing a mask the VDH told her that even with a mask if you 
are within 6 feet of someone for less than 15 minutes there is no protection from the virus.  A 
contractor told me he was told the same by VDH when he was tested.  This was last February 
2021. 
 
Most of the commonly worn blue masks have carcinogens in them, graphene.  The effects on our 
children of being masked have many more studies showing physical and mental health 
detriments that I posted below, and not just the children wearing them, but seeing others wear 
them.   I won't be going in an establishment if it is required, nor will many who probably won't 
say anything.  My husband and daughters are free to make their own choices, their bodies their 
choice and I support them in whatever they choose.  Jen works at a vet clinic and they are 
required to wear them and do, even though they know there is little to no efficacy, especially 
since they are close together for long periods of time during surgery. 
 
I had been going to Maple Corner's but saw they had gone to a mask policy, so I am not going 
back.  Everyone I know vaxed and/or unvaxxed has no intention of wearing masks again for a 
variety of reasons, some of which I noted below.   I have many more with direct source links to 
the studies.  As far as viral loads, the most recent study indicates vaccinated carry 251 times 
more viral load than the viral loads of those studied in March 2020 (prevac).  There is also a very 
disturbing environmental impact with the masks which I posted below as well.   It isn't logical to 
continue to use an ineffective and damaging placebo any longer. 
 
Thanks for asking for input before moving forward, I expect a loud minority for the masking will 
have their way, however, here is my feedback for what it's worth.  On another note, I am 
wondering if there has been any review of the possibility of propane gas shortage this 
winter?  The prices are increasing even more than the highs last year and I have read that Asia 
has been buying our sources and last June there was a prediction of 35% shortage this winter by 
gas suppliers, and economic indicators.  We just filled up our tank, we use it for our stove, dryer, 
water heater, and secondary heat after wood, but many use it for primary heat.  The price had 
gone up quite a bit more, so I did some reach.  I am concerned there are some people who won't 
be able to heat their homes this winter if that is their primary secondary heat source after 
wood.  If the prices go up anymore it will be an issue for most.  We use rootswork.org as a 
buying group out of Waitsfield, best prices around. 
 
Marlene 
 
Most Common COVID Masks Only Filter About 10% of Exhaled Aerosol Droplets 
(scitechdaily.com) 
 

http://rootswork.org/
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Conclusions We did not observe association between mask mandates or use and reduced 
COVID-19 spread in US states. Mask mandate and use efficacy for COVID-19 containment in 
US States | medRxiv 
 
Why Graphene COVID Masks Are Being Recalled 

In early April, Health Canada issued a recall due for graphene masks. Although the materials' 
antiviral and antibacterial properties may seem ideal for masks, their risks outweigh their 
benefits. Early research into these face masks indicates a significant risk factor for lung toxicity. 
Worn over the mouth and nose, there is a high risk of inhaling graphene particles that can 
damage the lungs and affect respiratory health. Graphene Masks: Why to Avoid Them & How 
To Identify Them (storelli.com) 
They haven't determined why the sharp reduction in IQ, however, the study mentions mask 
wearing of all, as a possible reason.  Babies born during COVID-19 pandemic have lower IQs: 
Study says (nypost.com) Actual Study here:  Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Early Child 
Cognitive Development: Initial Findings in a Longitudinal Observational Study of Child Health | 
medRxiv 
Second, we did not find any evidence of decreased risk of transmission in individuals who 
reported mask use. Transmission of COVID-19 in 282 clusters in Catalonia, Spain: a cohort 
study - The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Masks Simply Don’t Work. The Truth about Covid-19 and Masks. - Asia Pacific Today 
 

 
"More recent studies back up these results. A November 2020 report by Cochrane, a nonprofit 
organization that produces authoritative reviews of medical research, notes: “There is low 
certainty evidence from nine trials (3507 participants) that wearing a mask may make little or no 
difference to the outcome of influenza-like illness . . . compared to not wearing a mask . . . . 
There is moderate certainty evidence that wearing a mask probably makes little or no difference 
to the outcome of laboratory-confirmed influenza compared to not wearing a mask.” The only 
complete RCT for Covid-19 was also disappointing: a spring 2020 trial in Denmark showed a 
protective effect statistically indistinguishable from zero." 
Also, apparently like the cigarette boxes warning that smoking could cause cancer disclaimer, 
few seem to have read the disclaimer on a box of surgical masks:  "this product is not to be used: 
as a surgical  
Also, apparently, like the cigarette boxes warning that smoking would cause cancer, no one reads 
the Disclaimer on the box of blue "surgical masks"  "this product is not to be used: as a surgical 
mask, to provide liquid barrier prevention; in a clinical setting where the infection risk level 
through inhalation exposure is high; for antimicrobial or antiviral protection or for infection 
prevention or reduction; as a respiratory protective device; for high risk aerosol-generating 
procedures". 
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Masking Children Is Unnecessary—and Harmful | City Journal (city-journal.org) The mask 
mandates are especially cruel to young children. Adults are supposed to ease their fears, to 
reassure them that monsters aren’t hiding under the bed. Instead, we’re frightening them into 
believing they’re being stalked by invisible menaces lurking in the air. A year of mask-wearing 
will scar some of them psychologically—and maybe physically, too, according to a team of 
Italian professors of plastic surgery, who warn that the prolonged pressure from the elastic straps 
could leave young children with permanently protruding ears. By hiding teachers’ lips and 
muffling their speech, mask-wearing makes it harder for young children to develop linguistic 
skills and prevents children with hearing impairments from lip reading. Unable to rely on facial 
cues, teachers and students of all ages are more likely to misinterpret one other, a particularly 
acute problem for children on the autism spectrum. How are children supposed to develop social 
skills when they can’t see one another’s faces, sit together, or play together? 
_____________________________________________ 
Environmental detriment of face mask waste (loaded with toxins as well) The COVID-19 
pandemic face mask waste: A blooming threat to the marine environment - PubMed (nih.gov) 
_____________________________________________ 
Study comparing unvaccinated (March 2020) viral loads to vaccinated viral loads (2021) 
: Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 Delta Variant Among Vaccinated Healthcare Workers, Vietnam 
by Nguyen Van Vinh Chau, Nghiem My Ngoc, Lam Anh Nguyet, Vo Minh Quang, Nguyen Thi 
Han Ny, Dao Bach Khoa, Nguyen Thanh Phong, Le Mau Toan, Nguyen Thi Thu Hong, Nguyen 
Thi Kim Tuyen, Voong Vinh Phat, Le Nguyen Truc Nhu, Nguyen Huynh Thanh Truc, Bui Thi 
Ton That, Huynh Phuong Thao, Tran Nguyen Phuong Thao, Vo Trong Vuong, Tran Thi Thanh 
Tam, Ngo Tan Tai, Ho The Bao, Huynh Thi Kim Nhung, Nguyen Thi Ngoc Minh, Nguyen Thi 
My Tien, Nguy Cam Huy, Marc Choisy, Dinh Nguyen Huy Man, Dinh Thi Bich Ty, Nguyen To 
Anh, Le Thi Tam Uyen, Tran Nguyen Hoang Tu, Lam Minh Yen, Nguyen Thanh Dung, Le 
Manh Hung, Nguyen Thanh Truong, Tran Tan Thanh, Guy Thwaites, Le Van Tan, OUCRU 
COVID-19 Research Group :: SSRN 

********** 

From: David Hernandez  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 7:05:06 PM EDT 
 
I am strongly in favor of reinstituting masking again due to all the reasons mentioned in your 
post.  I never stopped wearing a mask.  Thank you for proposing this. 

********** 

From: Alison Byrnes  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 6:58:03 PM EDT 
 
Hi,  
 
I am in strong support of a mask mandate! We have an unvaccinated 2.5 year old and while I’m 
vaccinated, I am also pregnant which makes me much more nervous being around unmasked 
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people indoors. A mask mandate makes sense to protect our vulnerable population and masking 
is an easy thing to do! 
 
Thanks, 
Alison  

********** 

From: Morse Farm  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 30, 2021 at 5:36:35 PM EDT 
 
I highly disagree. It's neither East Montpelier's job or Brattleboro's job to second guess our state 
(which has done a wonderful job so far).   

http://www.morsefarm.com  
 
 
On Sun, Aug 29, 2021 at 7:36 AM Carl Etnier wrote: 
 
Thanks for the input, Burr. I’d rather have a statewide mask mandate in place, since the CDC 
says it’s warranted, but the state isn’t stepping up to the plate. Even dozens of health department 
employees have gone public to say the state’s response is inadequate in the face of the hyper-
contagious delta variant. So it looks like local government needs to step in. That’s why I’ve 
asked the selectboard to consider the mask mandate.   
 
I’ll pass your input on to the rest of the selectboard. 
 
—Carl 

********** 

From: Morse Farm 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 7:02:08 AM EDT 
 
My thoughts: What's wrong with following the State ruling on this Carl? It seems to me you guys 
have enough to do without taking on work that has already been handled.  
 
Burr 
 

********** 

From: Zach Sullivan 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 29, 2021 at 9:18:00 PM EDT 

http://www.morsefarm.com/
http://www.morsefarm.com/


 
Thanks Ginny. 
 
Carl, the one thing that I'll add is that I saw the article on the potential fight between Brattleboro 
and the Governor's office (and possibly VDH in the background) about whether Brattleboro 
would even be allowed to have a mask mandate (Windham County may also be seeing things 
start to tick up, though it's too early for it to have hit the hospital there yet, which was something 
that got some pushback). If you do try to put something in place, you probably want to tie it to 
the recent sudden increase in cases in Washington County, not just the CDC level. The pattern 
that we've seen over the past three days (24-40-25) is suggestive of an outbreak rather than 
general community spread, and if that's the case we'd expect to see an echo in a few days as the 
people infected by the first wave test positive. The real question is will the echo be bigger than 
the first wave, as we saw with the Montelier hockey outbreak last winter, or will it sort of peter 
out. If this is really concentrated somewhere (ie the outbreak at Norwich last winter) then it 
might not be a threat to the town, but VDH should need to be more open about what's going on if 
they don't want local mandates beyond the state's rules. 
 
Zach 

********** 

From: Virginia Burley  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 29, 2021 at 5:48:51 PM EDT 
 
Zach and Carl, I do not have any special VDH info; I get the calls that tell me to read the latest 
email. Nothing special, and there are no special Covid instructions from VDH for the Town 
Health Officers.  
 
I am in line with Zach's bottom line 1. Customers are already free to come and go as they please; 
I think owners may need cover to implement something that may be unpopular with some 
customers. This has certainly been the case with ID checks for alcohol and tobacco, and 
compliance check data shows that our underage sales numbers are very good. Much better than 
they used to be when things were more laissez-faire.  
And I hope your data plays out. This tricky bug has not always performed as expected! Thanks 
for sharing your thoughts, it is very helpful. 
 
Ginny 

********** 

From: Zach Sullivan 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 29, 2021 at 5:08:34 PM EDT 
 
Hi Carl, 
 



I wanted to share a few thoughts on the mask mandate question. I'm copying GInny Burley here 
because there are some things that I just don't know (but where the answers would impact my 
thinking) in case she has any more information from VDH. 
 
Up until early last week I would have said that the case data pretty clearly showed that we were 
plateauing (this isn't just me spitballing, this was also what I was reporting to the UVM Health 
Network to figure out how many inpatient hospital beds we'd need for COVID patients) and that 
it didn't support further mandates, but then things did start to tick up last weekend, and I don't 
know what's currently going on in Washington County, and if it's a containable outbreak or if 
this is a sign of larger community spread (ie if this was a bunch of seasonal workers on a farm 
living in dorms, I wouldn't be that worried about it spreading to the rest of the community). I 
really wish that we had another week of data to figure out what's going on here, but we don't. If 
we're really seeing sustained community-wide growth then a mandate makes sense, but if this is 
a well-defined pocket in Washington County that's causing things to blow up then I don't think 
it's justified. 
 
I don't know if the CDC guidelines are actually the best to go on - the level that they list as 
"substantial" transmission is actually quite low (about 4.25 new cases/day in Washington 
County). If they think that that's actually the level at which it's dangerous for a vaccinated person 
to be walking around in the community, that's one thing, but if what they're really worried about 
is stopping things before we hit the potential for explosive growth (which I suspect is the 
rationale), that's very different - our vaccination rates mean that we have much less potential for 
explosive growth than most of the rest of the country. Our situation is actually so different that I 
believe that Vermont would do much better to look to the UK than to the US to get a barometer 
of what's dangerous, and the UK is actually staying quite stable with almost no restrictions (and a 
worse vaccination rate than we have. 
 
Do we have any data about actual transmission from visitors? Last winter that was what 
everyone wanted to blame surges on, and VDH's contact tracing showed that it was almost never 
the case. 
 
I think that I really have two bottom lines: 
 
1. If there are businesses that want to mandate masks but need something to help back them up 
with belligerent customers, I'd be in favor of backing those businesses up with a mandate. 
2. The history that we've seen with Delta in other countries suggests that we could see a pretty 
sharp decline in case numbers in the next few weeks (though this may play out at different times 
in different parts of the state: Right now Chittenden County is stable, while southern VT and 
Washington County are rising). I could tell stories about how Vermont's vaccination rate would 
either accelerate this or draw it out, but I think that we need to be prepared for things to turn 
around as quickly as they got bad. If this happens, is the Selectboard prepared to back off the 
mandate in response to this, or is this something that will be politically difficult to undo? I do 
think that political capital is a limited commodity, and that endless mandates in the face of 
declining case numbers can be counter-productive (I can't help but wonder if the decision last 
winter to ban outdoor socializing on the basis of one wobbly data point just pushed people into 
far riskier indoor activity). 



 
Let me know if you have any questions (particularly about the modelling/trend piece - we'll be 
watching that very closely over the next few days). 
 

Zach 

********** 

From: Sari Wolf  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 29, 2021 at 7:48:14 PM EDT 
 
Hi Carl, 
  
I am very much in favor of a mask mandate the current CDC and WHO guidelines are clear, 
mask while indoors, regardless of vaccination status. 
  
Thank you for bringing up this very important guideline. 
  
Sari Wolf, RN, TMP 

********** 

From: John Ordway  
Subject: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 2:05:07 PM EDT 
To: carl@etnier.net 
 
Hi Carl - It's John Ordway. I like the idea in theory, but the reality of requiring masks for 10 bus 
loads of 50 people each (some elderly and/or infirm) and supplying them if they don't have 
masks seems to me to be impractical. Morse or anyone else can require masks to enter if they 
wish, but I think requiring it on a town wide basis would penalize operations expecting large 
numbers of visitors. Thanks for bringing the subject up, stay safe, John 

********** 

From: Sarah Wright  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 5:30:35 PM EDT 
 
Hi Carl- 
Thank you for your Front Porch post.  I would be happy to have the town require masking inside 
businesses.  I feel it takes the pressure off from the business owners if it's a town policy.  I feel 
wearing a mask is such a small inconvenience compared to getting sick or possibly being 
contagious and spreading the virus. 
Thank you, 

mailto:carl@etnier.net


Sarah Wright 

********** 

From: Rhoda Carroll 
Subject: Voting YES on mask mandate 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 10:21:25 PM EDT 

Carl, thanks for doing this work.   
 
Please count me as a YES vote for the proposed mask  
mandate  
 
If you will accept two votes in this email, count my husband  
Tim Joslyn as another YES vote. 
 
Stay well! 
 
Rhoda Carroll 
Tim Joslyn 
 

********** 

From: Patrick Southern 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 5:24:56 PM EDT 
 
Hi Carl, 
 
Just a quick note that I fully support the selectboard implementing a universal indoor mask 
mandate for businesses that have public visitors for our town until such a time that our county no 
longer meets the threshold for CDC guidance recommending that measure be taken. 
 
Good luck out there! 
Patrick Southern 
 
********** 
 
From: Henry Tittmann <henrytittmann@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 9:15:38 AM EDT 
To: carl@etnier.net 
 

Hi Carl, 
 

mailto:henrytittmann@gmail.com
mailto:carl@etnier.net


Thank you for posting this, I am fully in favor of a mask mandate for business’s. It’s a small step 
to take to keep people safe and infections down. I hope that if we can be good about masking 
then we can get rid of this virus sooner rather than later.  
 
Best, 
 
Henry Tittmann 
 

********** 

From: Andrew Shapiro 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 8:50:43 PM EDT 
To: "Carl Etnier" <carl@etnier.net> 
Reply-To: andy@energybalance.us 
 
Yes! 
Thanks for being proactive! 
Andy 

********** 

From: "Erin O'Hara"  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 9:00:24 AM EDT 
 
Hello Carl, 
 
I really appreciate your prompt reply. It feels good to know that all that typing on my phone, 
while also holding an infant, has yielded some fruitful results. I can report that my wife Lindsay 
and the baby are in good health. Sylvie is a little thing though, at about 6 1/2 pounds, so I’m 
looking forward to a plumper version of her soon.  
I imagine at this point we could get better internet, besides our hot spots. A few years back I tried 
to get Comcast to run a wire to our house. We set a few appointments with them to meet up. 
They didn’t show up the first two times. Then we set a schedule to have the work done. Twice a 
foreman showed up to inspect work that had been scheduled and was exasperated to see that both 
times the work had not been done. This was back when Comcast had become a national meme 
for bad customer service. I decided to cancel our order, reasoning that if this is the way they treat 
new customers then we could probably expect even worse treatment once we finally got hooked 
up. We’ll probably try again soon, but sometimes it’s kind of nice to be a little cut off from this 
fast moving world of ours. 
 
On another note here is one of the sources for my COVID statistics regarding children. It is 
actually harder to get good numbers for the flu than for COVID-19, but several credible sources 
have given the number 0.1 as a case fatality rate across the entire population, with many strains 
being more deadly than that for small children and infants. The COVID case fatality rate for 

mailto:carl@etnier.net
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children 0-5 is 0.04. It is 0.02 for the 5-17 age range. My estimates of COVID being 1/2 to 1/5 as 
deadly for children than the flu are probably too conservative but I wanted to err on that side of 
things. These numbers are all pre-vaccination. In my original email I mentioned the Infection 
Fatality Rate but I believe I should have used the term Case Fatality Rate. The latter number will 
always be higher because it is based on confirmed cases and not on estimated infections. It 
appears that many of us have been infected and didn’t even know it.  
 
https://reason.com/2020/09/29/the-latest-cdc-estimates-of-covid-19s-infection-fatality-rate-vary-
dramatically-with-age/ 
 
Finally, here’s a less nerdy article from NPR discussing the same topic. 
 
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/21/999241558/in-kids-the-risk-of-covid-19-and-the-flu-are-similar-
but-the-risk-perception-
isn?fbclid=IwAR0AUI3s4jp1_YpIXRqeatkU2hbiyapqVzcJEpvDo7PIddppfuGDqV5B_kA 
 
Good luck at the meeting. I hope the discussion is animated (but civil), as this is a very important 
topic. As you know, for me it goes beyond public health to questions such as the proper role of 
government and civil liberties.  
 

Be well, and see you around, 

Erin 

********** 

From: Erin O'Hara 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 9:12:29 PM EDT 
 
Hello Carl and the East Montpelier Select Board,   
 
  In regards to mandatory masking at all East Montpelier businesses, my opinion is that this is a 
bad idea and really flies in the face of the main purpose of government, which is to protect the 
rights of its citizens. While the government can play a role in protecting public health, that is not 
its primary purpose. When public health measures restrict the rights of its citizens for too long or 
when those measures are out of proportion with the risks, the government should cease those 
measures immediately. With the constant fear-mongering perpetuated by the media and other 
forces I can see how people could be persuaded toward the extreme behavior of trying to force 
their neighbors to cover their faces, but even if it prevented a few cases of covid I do not think 
this is a healthy impulse. In this era of easy access to vaccines for all vulnerable populations, and 
the high efficacy of vaccines in preventing serious cases, I believe it is time for government to 
step back and let people make their own choices as to what level of risk they want to assume. 
COVID-19, unlike previous pandemics, is overwhelmingly a disease of the elderly and the 
unhealthy. The vast majority of those under 85 who die from this virus have multiple 
comorbidities, such as morbid obesity and heart disease. That demographic has had every 
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opportunity to protect themselves with a vaccine and by improving their health through diet and 
exercise. In a free society you can give people access to water but you cannot force them to 
drink.  
Children are often brought into the masking and lockdown debate. I don’t know why. The 
Infection mortality rate (IFR) for children under 17 is LOWER than the flu. All indications point 
to it being SIGNIFICANTLY lower, like 1/2 to 1/5 as deadly. So, if we set the precedent of 
requiring people to mask for COVID, will we then require it for the flu? If we value children as 
much as adults that would be the logical thing to do, right? Alternatively, maybe at some point, 
when the fog of this current mania lifts and we all come back to our senses, we will realize that 
life will always involve some level of risk. That is part of what makes it precious. And freedom 
is one of the things that makes this precious life worth living.  
 No matter how hard we try we will not be able to entirely stamp out death and disease. I believe 
that the governments ideal role in all of this is education, not indoctrination and not heavy-
handed measures like lockdowns and mask mandates.  
 
Thank you for listening Carl. Based on how your message was framed, I can imagine that you 
are leaning towards a mask mandate. I am sincerely asking you to reconsider. It is my wish that 
you share my note with the board if you can, especially if it is a minority opinion, for it is 
important to hear fresh voices in what often feels like a bit of an echo chamber around here in 
Central Vermont. I’d come to the meeting but I am currently home bound with an infant and we 
don’t have good internet here. Our daughter Sylvie Rose O’Hara was born this past Wednesday 
the 18th, and she is already the love of our life. Take care. I hope to see you around, and perhaps 
discuss this topic in person.  
 
--  

Erin K O'Hara 
 

********** 

From: Betsy Barstow  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 9:10:32 PM EDT 
 
Hi Carl, 
 
My understanding is that a selectboard/town council does not have the authority to make a mask 
mandate for businesses. Montpelier tried that, but had to revoke it as it was beyond their 
authority. When Vermont had a declared state of emergency Gov. Scott had the authority to 
require mask-wearing in all businesses. Towns do have the authority to require masks on 
municipal/town-owned buildings: city hall, town clerk offices etc. However, towns can 
encourage mask wearing 
 
https://vtdigger.org/2021/08/27/scott-says-brattleboro-doesnt-have-the-authority-to-enact-a-
municipal-mask-order/ 
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https://eastmontpeliervt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Emails-Re-Brattleboro-Request-to-
State-Commissioner-of-Health.pdf 
 
I would support a statement by the selectboard that encourages East Montpelier residents to wear 
masks when going into businesses. As for me, I am already doing that voluntarily. 
 
Thank you, Carl. 
 

Betsy Barstow 

********** 

From: Nancy  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 11:16:48 AM EDT 
 
Please don’t mandate masks.  
Can’t we just have personal choice and good old fashioned hand washing? If you want to wear a 
mask wear it but don’t force me to wear one.  
There really is no scientific evidence that they work.  
Nancy Cook  

********** 

From: Shari Young  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 12:27:48 PM EDT 
 
I think requiring indoor masking is a good idea for now, and I support the town adopting a mask 
mandate that requires EFFECTIVE masking. Wearing  a mask below one's nose is not effective. 
A mask with a loose nosewire is not effective. Should they feel uncomfortable in certain 
situations, store employees can ask customers to adjust their mask if worn ineffectively, if the 
town specifies that masks should be worn in an effective manner to accomplish the intended 
objective of minimizing aerosolized particles.  
 
This article has a section on effective masking with respect to the delta variant:  
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/schools-mitigation-measures-in-
the?justPublished=true&fbclid=IwAR31SUvfT8Rd_7tv9VGodVm4fMulAETDIMxisTryWguu
D7lf6ZFBmbqIzkw 
 
Thank you for being pro-active on this matter.  
Bottom line: any mask is better than no mask, but people should not feel a false sense of security 
when wearing a loose fitting mask given the transmissibility of this variant. 
 
Shari 
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********** 

From: Ann Stanton  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 5:21:49 PM EDT 
 
Hi Carl, 
Thanks for asking. I think requiring masks is a good idea. I've been wearing them indoors myself 
ever since we went up to substantial. Apart from anything else, now vaccinated people can be 
asymptomatic and pass Covid Delta. 
 
IMHO, it makes things easier for everyone if there is a more "universal" requirement so that 
business owners, school boards, etc. do not have to make local decisions. Things get nastier if it's 
local because that means that citizens can come to school board meetings, for example, and 
cause a big fuss, as happened in Franklin County. Someone mentioned that only 30% of 
Washington County residents are vaccinated -- can this be right? -- so that makes it even more 
important. 
 
Ann Stanton 

********** 

From: Maureen  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 7:45:13 PM EDT 
 
Hi- 
I think that if a business wants to require masks for everyone who 
enters, they can just post a clearly visible sign on the door. I think 
they have every right to require masks if they choose, and to refuse 
to serve customers who don't comply. I don't think the town needs to 
issue a mask mandate. Thanks for seeking input from residents. 
Maureen Dougherty 

********** 

From: Renée Carpenter 
Subject: Town Mask Mandate 
Date: August 28, 2021 at 8:11:48 AM EDT 
 
Thanks for asking, Carl, 
 
And posting on FPF. I saw it on the agenda for Monday's meeting and I'm not available to attend. 
 
Yes to a town mask mandate--please. 
 



One detail missing from the general narrative continues to be that there are some people who 
have conditions that--from the very beginning of the introduction to mRNA vaccines, the CDC 
advised--are medically incompatible (in addition to children, lactating mothers, and pregnant 
women).  (...) 
 
Recently coming to the surface with the current spike is that vaccinated people spread the virus 
at least as much as anyone else.  Because people have a sense that being vaccinated has "changed 
the game" (so to speak), there is a feeling of invulnerability for those who are vaccinated.  That 
the mainstream messaging has politicized and polarized the vaccination "discussion," and 
(inaccurately) blames the unvaccinated for spreading the virus only makes it worse. 
 
 
I would love for the discussion in East Montpelier to conclude that it is important to protect 
everyone from the SARS Cov2 virus; that we mask to protect our neighbors as well as ourselves; 
that the hand sanitizer comes back out with requests for its use; that we continue to distance and 
follow all original Covid-19 safety protocols. 
 
Thank you to the SB for continuing with Zoom meetings. 
 

Renée 

********** 

From: Holly Carroll 
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 5:17:46 PM EDT 

I’ve been wearing my mask again for the past 5-6 weeks. I fully support a mask mandate to help 
keep our unvaccinated children safe! 
 
Thank you for asking for town input! 
Holly Carroll 
 

********** 

From: Sarah Wright  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 7:06:52 PM EDT 
 
Hi Carl- 
Thank you for your Front Porch post.  I would be happy to have the town require masking inside 
businesses.  I feel it takes the pressure off from the business owners if it's a town policy.  I feel 
wearing a mask is such a small inconvenience compared to getting sick or possibly being 
contagious and spreading the virus. 
Thank you, 



Sarah Wright 

********** 

From: Caitlyn Usticke  
Subject: Re: Town Mask Mandate for Businesses with Visitors? 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 5:40:28 PM EDT 
 
Carl, 
 
I am 100% in support of a town mask mandate and you outlined quite well all the reasons why 
this is the right move, however, I just read an article in VT Digger regarding Brattleboro's mask 
mandate that stated municipalities do not have the authority to mandate masks, so I wonder if 
this is even possible.    
 
There is a significant portion of our population that does not currently have an option to be 
vaccinated, and that is children under 12.  I am the parent of a 10-year-old and live in fear daily 
that the Delta variant will find its way to her before vaccines are approved for her age group.  We 
are still wearing masks everywhere we go.  It would be great if others did the same.   
 
Thank you, 
Caitlyn Usticke 

********** 

From: Susan Hand  
Subject: East Montpelier Masking Mandate for Visitors 
Date: August 27, 2021 at 5:36:35 PM EDT 
 
Dear Mr. Etnier, 
 
I will be unable to attend the Select Board meeting on Aug.30, so I wanted to let you know that 
as a parent with a 9 year old who cannot be vaccinated yet, I would totally support a village-wide 
mask mandate at all commercial and public spaces. 
 
I wear my mask anytime I am inside a building, and also outside in a situation where people are 
not maintaining a safe distance not only to protect myself, but to protect my family and my 
friends.  
 
I am very disappointed that the Scott administration has backed away from supporting the CDC 
recommendations.  
 
Regards, 
 
Susan Hand 

 



********** 

Text from Jaye Johnson: 
 
Hi!  I’m sorry I didn’t see this!  First, it’s good to know the town is already requiring masks in its 
facilities.  Has the town required its employees to get vaccinated?  I’m sure you know many 
employers are, or are imposing a masking /testing mandate in lieu of vaccine.  The state will be 
doing so in its 24/7 facilities as of 9/1.   
 
For the proposed mandate, I’m sure you looked at the maps, but I took a look at the East 
Montpelier metrics - 55 cases total since March 2020.  Current VDH data is via color-coded map 
and shows a case rate of 6-10 cases per 10,000 in the last 2 weeks.  Not sure we have this by 
town, but the cdc website shows 2 hospitalizations for all of Washington county for the month of 
August.  The cdc also shows fewer than 10 deaths  per 100,000 in all of Washington county since 
January 21, 2020.  For purposes of the resolution and the Title 18 local authority you seek, you 
might want to think about the local justification for the mandate at this time and when you might 
expect the commissioner to lift it.  The East Montpelier select board should think about its 
endgame.  Prevention of all infections?  Rate of hospitalizations?  Rates of death?  Since the 
Florida/Texas analogy has already slipped into the talking points I would hope that bit of 
politicized misinformation is corrected and not used to inform the board’s decision.  The 
Governor has been quite clear he is not opposed to businesses, colleges or municipalities 
imposing mandates for their own facilities.  He also urges those who are unvaccinated to mask 
and everyone who is not comfortable to feel free to do so.   
 
Pre-vaccination we were facing a novel virus for which there was no known cure , treatment or 
vaccination.  We now have a vaccine known to prevent or mitigate the worst effects of 
covid.  We have also developed more effective treatments.  Not sure if you are aware, but the 
night the Brattleboro select board passed its title 18 request for augmented authority it also 
passed a resolution recommending universal masking and vaccinations.  You might want to think 
about that as well if you haven’t already.   Thanks. 

********** 

Hi Mr. Etnier,  
 
Thank you for your email. Pasted below is the entire response I provided to Brattleboro. 
[Removed: This is available as a standalone document] I think the additional context might be 
helpful.  
 
In my initial response to Brattleboro, I pointed to the steps Montpelier has taken as a good path 
forward. We have no objections to town’s exercising municipal power to impose mask mandates 
for their own facilities, or if any entity were to strongly recommending vaccines and masks, 
individual businesses and health care facilities requiring masks, and schools imposing mask 
mandates (in fact, despite what you might have read, we have asked schools to mandate masks 
for kids under 12, everyone for the first two weeks, and only lifting the mask mandate for the 
eligible people (12+) when the eligible population reaches 80% vaccinated in the school). As a 
state, we are also requiring the 24/7 facility state employees to vaccinate or mask and test.   



 
I also took the time to pull the data for East Montpelier for you. East Montpelier had 6-10 
COVID-19 cases per 10,000 people in the last 2 weeks. That is a rate of 1/10th of one percent 
(0.1%). From 3/5/2020 to 8/25/21 (17 months) there has been a total of 55 COVID-19 cases in 
East Montpelier.  
 
According to the CDC, Washington County has “Red/High” community transmission over the 
last two weeks. What that actually equates to is 13.9 cases per day in Washington County, or 1 
case per day per town (over the last two weeks). See additional comments on CDC guidance 
below.  
 
I hope this information is helpful and can ease the fears of your constituents. And as I said to 
Brattleboro, should the data change and warrant a change in policy, the Governor will act as he 
has done throughout the pandemic.   
 
Best,  
 
Brittney 
 
Brittney L. Wilson 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Office of Governor Philip B. Scott 
  

 

 

********** 

 

Messages to the Town Office: 

 

From: Richard Raubertas   
Sent: Sunday, August 29, 2021 11:50 AM 
Subject: Selectboard 8/30 special meeting 
 
Hi Rosie, 
I could not find Selectboard email addresses on the town website, so could you please forward 
this to them?  Thanks! 



 
----------------- 
Carl Etnier posted a message to FPF about a possible mask mandate in East Montpelier, and 
invited thoughts from the public.  I oppose the proposed mandate. 
 
No evidence has been offered that the proposed mandate (for businesses only) will make a 
substantial difference in local covid transmission.  It's easy to say "let's require masks in 
businesses, even if we're not sure it will help."  But that is a terrible way to set public 
policy.  Even worse is to enact a rule merely as a symbolic gesture. 
 
I agree with the reasoning and conclusions in Brittney Wilson's (Deputy Chief of Staff to Gov. 
Scott) August 26 email to Peter Elwell (Brattleboro Town Manager), denying Brattleboro's 
request to enact a similar rule there.  The current state of covid in Vermont is not an emergency 
or crisis by any reasonable definitions of those words.  Proposals like this one are propelled by 
fear that is out of proportion to the actual risk.  I'm glad that the governor seems to understand 
this, and has so far resisted pressure to indulge fear. 
 
Richard Raubertas 

********** 

Bruce,  
I think that means in my humble opinion - I can never keep the kids' acronyms straight - but yes, 
absolutely, require masks.   
I work in a store in Burlington that has mostly older customers, and about a week ago, virtually 
everyone came in wearing a mask (I do to, now).   
Good job!  
Michelle  
Michelle McFadden 
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