New Definitions since December 2, 2021 For Zoning Regulations Update Project

Agriculture: See Farming, Required Agricultural Practices.

Farm: As defined by Section 2 of the Required Agricultural Practices. A parcel or parcels of
land owned, leased, or managed by a person and devoted primarily to farming, and that meets the
threshold criteria as established in Section 3 of the Required Agricultural Practices, provided that
the lessee controls the leased lands to the extent they would be considered as part of the lessee’s
own farm. Indicators of control may include whether the lessee makes day-to-day decisions
concerning the cultivation or other farming-related use of the leased lands and whether the lessee
manages the land for farming during the leased period. See also Required Agricultural Practices.

Farm Structure: As defined by Section 2 of the Required Agricultural Practices. A structure
that is used by a person for farming, excluding dwellings for human habitation. A farm structure
also must be used by a person who can demonstrate meeting the minimum threshold criteria as
found in Section 3 of the Required Agricultural Practices. See also Farming, Required
Agricultural Practices.

Farming: As defined by Section 2 of the Required Agricultural Practices. Includes the
cultivation or other use of land for growing food, fiber, Christmas trees, maple sap or
horticultural crops; the raising, feeding or management of livestock, poultry, fish or bees; the
operation of green houses; the production of maple syrup; the on-site storage, preparation,
production and sale of fuel or power from agricultural products or wastes principally produced
on the farm; the raising, feeding or management of four or more equines owned or boarded by
the farmer, including training, showing, and providing instruction and lessons in riding, training,
and the management of equines. See Required Agricultural Practices.

Impervious Surface: A surface composed of a material that impedes or prevents the natural
infiltration of water into the soil, including, but not limited to, rooftops, parking lots, streets,
driveways, patios and similar hard-surfaced areas. See also Lot Coverage.

Lot Coverage: The portion of the lot that is covered by structures and other impervious
surfaces. See also Impervious Surface.

Required Agricultural Practices (RAPs): The Vermont Required Agricultural Practices Rule
adopted pursuant to 6 V.S.A. §4810. The standards to which all types of farms must be managed
to reduce the impact of agricultural activities to water quality. The RAPs include required
practices and management strategies, some of which apply to all farms and some of which are
specific to certain sizes of operation or to certain environmental factors.



