
Overview of Enhanced Energy Plan Elements 

I’ve summarized the elements of an enhanced energy plan below. Some of the required elements will 
come directly from the RPC, some will be data that we get from the RPC but that will require us to write 
up the description of our current state, and some will require us to work on new action items. I believe 
that the middle section (implementation actions) will be the most significant amount of work, and will 
require us to add new actions to the town plan and potentially to work with other groups in town (ie the 
schools, the road crew) on actions than can be taken within the town, particularly on energy efficiency.  

Here are the major elements with my short descriptions. I am also including a longer guidance 
document from the Department of Public Service, which is what I largely based this summary on. 

 

Inventory of Energy Consumption and Available Energy Sources 

The plan must include an inventory of estimated current energy utilization and generation, as well as 
potential additional generation capabilities. Much of this data is available from the Regional Planning 
Commission, though it is generally old (2011-2015). There is a real data collection effort needed here, 
but most of the content is prescribed and we have good sources for the data. 

 

Implementation Actions 

The plan must address a number of implementation issues broken out into 4 areas. There are multiple 
actions under each pathway. Some of these are concrete actions that the town can take, while others 
are of the form “promote X activity.” We will need to address the following pathways: 

Pathway 6: Energy Efficiency and Conservation: much of this section is about things that the town can 
promote, though the majority of conservation actions are taken by private actors. Potential action items 
here for improving the efficiency of town and school owned buildings, though some proposed actions 
have already been taken (ie switching town offices’ heating to heat pumps). 

Pathway 7: Transportation: Encouraging carpooling (park and rides), use of public transit, biodiesel 
(particularly in municipal vehicles), and transitions to EVs. Also includes broadband infrastructure as a 
means to reduce commuting. 

Pathway 8: Land Use: Measures around encouraging compact development, limiting sprawl and low-
density development. This is an area where we can address conflicts between energy planning needs: 
large solar installations in the village would hamper the town’s ability to promote the compact 
development that the framework calls for, for example. 

Pathway 9: Development and siting of renewable energy resources: Need to show preferred site types, 
document that there is enough potential solar energy siting to meet 2050 targets using preferred sites. 



This is also where we can show where we do not want large renewable energy projects sited, provided 
that we have shown that there is enough remaining land for energy development. 

 

Mapping 

We are required to map the areas suitable for energy development. The RPC has been charged with 
doing this mapping, and should have resources for us. If we choose to produce maps which are different 
from what the RPC has produced, we will have documentation and justification requirements that we 
will not face if we simply use the RPC maps. 


