
From: Guy Page
To: Bruce Johnson
Cc: Thorsten Evans; Paul Putnam; Jason & Christine Webb (holyisthelamb7cw@yahoo.com); Robert Haverick
Subject: Worship exemption for municipal mask mandate
Date: Sunday, January 23, 2022 4:41:06 PM

Hello Bruce -

My apologies for not getting back to you sooner. I have been dealing with illness since 
before New Year's. 

I trust it is not too late to request a modification of the East Montpelier mask ordinance. We 
request that houses of worship be granted an exemption. Here in an nutshell is our input:

1. Other towns (including Brattleboro, on which the E. Montpelier ordinance is based) have 
made common-sense changes regarding wearing masks in public places. 
2. Several towns proactively included worship exemptions, including Burlington and 
Williston. To date there have been no known outbreaks associated with these exemptions. 
3. Crossroads has not had a single known case of Covid transmission in connection with a 
meeting or worship service. 
4. Crossroads advises and practices prudent policies such as 1) stay home if you're sick 2) 
wear a mask if you want and respect those who do and 3) observe common-sense social 
distancing. Also - very important - we have invested significant financial and human 
resources in remote viewing and interaction in our worship service. As a consequence, 
many people watch online rather than attend. The church leadership much prefers a more 
empty, but safer, sanctuary to a full, but more transmission-prone environment. 

In summary, we have taken prudent measures and have found them effective. We ask that 
the Town include a clause saying:
"Houses of worship are exempt."

Respectfully,

Guy Page, Chair, Board of Elders of Crossroads Christian Church, for

Pastor Thorsten Evans
Jason Webb, elder
Robert Haverick, elder
Paul Putnam, elder
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