
The Planning Commission turned over three positions in 2021. Jack Pauly, Paul Ely, and Siu Tip Lam 
stepped off, while Richard Hall and Gianna Petito were elected in March 2021 and Spencer Hardy was 
appointed to serve until Town Meeting 2022. 

The Planning Commission met remotely through June and switched to a hybrid in-person/online 
meeting format when the Covid-19 state of emergency was lifted. This hybrid format has made 
meetings more accessible to members who have not been available for in-person meetings, and the 
commission hopes to continue the format as a means of increasing accessibility both for commissioners 
and members of the public who may have difficulty attending in person. 

The Planning Commission focused on two significant projects this past year: completing the updates to 
the land use and development regulations which are needed to implement the 2018 Town Plan, and 
writing an amendment to the Town Plan to address the siting of telecommunications (cell) towers. The 
commission finalized proposals for three new zoning districts to implement the 2017 Village Master 
Plan, addressed changes in statute that had made portions of the zoning obsolete, and addressed issues 
with the current zoning. The commission also drafted amendments to the town plan to provide stronger 
guidance for the citing of cell towers, both providing criteria for preferred sites as well as strengthening 
protections for areas where towers would not be appropriate. 

At the time of this writing, both proposals still need to go through a public hearing process. The Planning 
Commission had originally planned to bring the zoning changes to a hearing prior to Town Meeting, but 
the current Covid wave has made this schedule uncertain. The hearing for the town plan will occur after 
Town Meeting. The hearings will be warned on the town website, at public places in town, and will be 
announced on Front Porch Forum. The Selectboard is also required to hold hearings on both the zoning 
and town plan amendments after the Planning Commission hearings. 

In 2021, the Planning Commission also led the town’s renewal of the village center designation for East 
Montpelier Village, and filed as an intervenor in a solar power project in East Montpelier Village, 
supporting the project but requesting and receiving conditions on the approval relating to screening and 
decommissioning of the project. 

Individual Planning Commission members serve on other related committees, including the 
Development Review Board, the Capital Improvement Committee, the Resilient Roads Committee, the 
Energy Committee, and the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission. 
 
The Planning Commission holds its regular meetings on the first and third Thursday of each month, 
starting at 7:00 PM. Meetings will be held either remotely or in a hybrid in person/online format 
depending on the state of the pandemic and modifications to the open meeting law. The PC encourages 
interested citizens to attend any of its meetings; meetings begin with an opportunity for public 
comment. Persons may also contact any of the PC members (as of January 2022) below: 
 
ZACH SULLIVAN, Chair RICHARD HALL MARK LANE 
CLARICE CUTLER, Vice Chair SPENCER HARDY GIANNA PETITO 
KIM WATSON, Corr. Secretary SCOTT HESS JULIE POTTER 
 


