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6A
Does the plan encourage conservation 
by individuals and organizations?

6B
Does the plan promote efficient 
buildings?

6C
Does the plan promote decreased use 
of fossil fuels for heating?

6D

Does the plan demonstrate the 
municipality's leadership by example 
with respect to the efficiency of 
municipal buildings?

7A
Does the plan encourage increased use 
of public transit? Yes

Chapter 6: Infrastucture, Transportation: The former Green Mountain Transit Authority merged with the Chittenden County Transit Authority to form a new public transportation agency—Green Mountain 
Transit (GMT). GMT’sCapital District Region serves Washington and Lamoille Cou nties and a few towns in Orange County. GMT and Rural Community Transportation (RCT) jointly
operate the US 2 Commuterbus  (Route #84) between Montpelier and St.Johnsb ury. This bus route runs along Towne Hill Road out of Montpelier and then
along US 2 towards Plainfield, stopping at the Park and Ride facility in EastMontpelier Village. The route has two morning runs
and two afternoon runs.

7B

Does the plan promote a shift away 
from single-occupancy vehicle trips 
through strategies appropriate to the 
municipality? Yes 

GMT provides additional public transportation services for persons needing medical care, the elderly, and the disabled.   Speaks to RIDE SHARE . Page 77; Goal 6.5: Support use of public transit and ridesharing.
 Action 6.5.1: Support expanded public transportation availability and frequency.  Action 6.5.2: Expand opportunities for carpooling and park and ride facilities

7C

Does the plan promote a shift aware 
from gas/diesel vehicles to electric or 
other non-fossil fuel transportations 
through strategies appropriate to the 
municipality? We don't speak to it but we have a GOAL 6.6  and we have a charging station.  Page 152. No public town vehicles.  Look to electric Town Truck?

7D

Does the plan facilitate the 
development of walking and biking 
infrastructure through strategies 
appropriate to the municipality? yes

In Transportation section.Page 74, 76, 77 and 91.  increasing walking and bicycling, and increasing use of public transportation
Side Walks in Village

7E

Does the plan demonstrate the 
municipality's leadership by example 
with respect to the efficiency of 
municipal transportation? Yes, supports park and ride.  Funds GMT…

8A

Does the plan include land use policies 
(and descriptions of current and future 
land use categories) that demonstrate a 
commitment to reducing sprawl and 
minimizing low-density development?

8B

Does the plan strongly prioritize 
development in compact, mixed-use 
centers when physically feasible and 
appropriate to the use of the 
development, or identify steps to make 
such compact development more 
feasible?

For items in EM Town Plan, please list 
goals/actions/policies as applicable

For other plans, make notes please provide 
enough text description (can be copy/paste 
from relevant plan) to enable comparisons

Energy Plan Implementation Pathways Assignment Grid
This worksheet is designed to provide a framework to assess who should lead 
planning for the various implementation pathways required for energy plans as well 
as who should implement it once the plan is approved. These assignments are 
subject to change, but create a starting place for discussing these issues.

Cort

Kim

Clarice

Goal 4.9: Maintain the town's historic landscape patterns to serve as a model for future development
Goal 6.10: Develop wastewater solutions for EM Village and North Montpelier to support residences and businesses, protect water quality, and allow future growth.
Action  6.10.1:  Develop  a wastewater  system  suited  to  the development  of  the Old LaPerle  Farm property  in  East Montpelier  Village.
Action  6.10.2:  Support  the  development  of  distributed  wastewater  treatment  systems  in East Montpelier  Village  and North Montpelier  suitable  for  supporting  new  residential  and community-scaled 
business  growth.
Action  6.12.1:  Evaluate  where  future  public  water  supplies  may  be  possible  and appropriate  to support  development  in villages  and growth areas.
Goal 6.16:  Focus  growth  in villages  and  growth areas.
Goal 7.1:  Concentrate commercial  growth in  East  Montpelier  Village  with  an emphasis  on village-scale  businesses  that  support  the  community  and  are  compatible  with  residential uses.
Action  7.1.1:  Encourage  business  retention and expansion, and the  location  of  new village-scaled  businesses  in  village  mixed-use areas.
Goal 7.1:  Concentrate commercial  growth in  East  Montpelier  Village  with  an emphasis  on village-scale  businesses  that  support  the  community  and  are  compatible  with  residential uses.
Action  7.1.1:  Encourage  business  retention and expansion, and the  location  of  new village-scaled  businesses  in  village  mixed-use areas.
Goal 7.3:  Ensure  zoning  bylaws  allow  commercial  and industrial  business  uses  in appropriate  locations.
Goal 7.1:  Concentrate commercial  growth in  East  Montpelier  Village  with  an emphasis  on village-scale  businesses  that  support  the  community  and  are  compatible  with  residential uses.
Action  7.1.1:  Encourage  business  retention and expansion, and the  location  of  new village-scaled  businesses  in  village  mixed-use areas.
Goal 7.5:  Support  home  businesses  while ensuring  that  rural  residential  character  is preserved.
Goal 8.2:  Concentrate  new  residential  development  in East  Montpelier  Village  or  an identified growth area.
Action  9.10.2:  Ensure  that  subdivision, access, and rights-of-way  preserve  the  viability  of productive  farmland.
Goal 9.12:  Support  the  conservation of  prime  and  actively-used  farmland  outside  of  village and growth  areas.
Action 9.14.2: Ensure that Land Use and Development Regulations encourage compact development that protects scenic and natural resources.
Goal 10.1:  Ensure  that  land use  patterns  retain the  values  expressed  by  citizens  including rural  development  patterns, protection of  agricultural  land and open space,  and the enhancement  of  East  
Montpelier’s  villages.
Action  10.1.1:  Review  and update  East  Montpelier’s  zoning  districts  to ensure  that  the boundaries, purposes,  and  standards  are appropriate to  meet  the  goals  of  the Town  Plan.
Action  10.1.2:  Review  and update  the  site  plan review, parking,  design  and  screening standards  in the  East Montpelier  Land Use  and Development  Regulations.
Action  10.1.3:  Update the  East  Montpelier  Land Use  and Development  Regulations  to make it  easier  to  permit  Planned Unit  Developments.
Action  10.1.4:  Develop zoning  regulations  that  encourage  new  developments  to reflect historic landscape patterns  such as  compact  development, a  close  and positive relationship to the  street,  and 
orientation of  building  and structures  parallel  or perpendicular  to the  road  and other  structures.
Goal 10.2:  Focus  new  development  in villages  and growth areas.
 Action  10.2.1:  Adopt  village  zoning  to implement  the  East Montpelier  Village  Master Plan.
Action  10.2.2:  Research  and  if  appropriate  apply  for  Village  Center  designation  for  North Montpelier. Action  10.2.3: Evaluate  the  potential for  a  village  zoning  district  in North Montpelier.
Action  10.2.4:  Evaluate  the  potential for  growth  in  the  Gallison  Hill area.
Action  10.2.5:  Ensure  that  village  properties  under  town control  are  developed in a manner  consistent  with the  goals  of  the  East Montpelier  Village  Master  Plan
 Goal 10.3: Discourage  commercial strip  development.
Action  10.3.1:  Update  zoning  bylaws  to prevent  strip development. Ø  Goal 10.4:  Encourage  development  of  the  Industrial  District.
Action  10.4.1:  Update  zoning  bylaws  to  ensure that  the  boundaries, purposes, and standards  are  appropriate  to achieve  the  goals  of  the  Town Plan.
Goal 10.5:  Focus  conservation efforts  in areas  outside  of  East Montpelier  Village  that  have the highest  resource values.
Goal 10.6:  Promote energy-efficient land  use  patterns  that facilitate  walking,  bicycling,  and use  of  public  transportation.



 

Pathway
s 
Standard

Description
Initial 
Analsis

Plannin
g Leader

Implem
entation 
Leader

In EM Town Plan Other Town Plans

9A

Does the plan evaluate (estimates of or 
actual) generation from existing 
renewable energy generation in the 
municipality?

Not in Town Plan.  Table 11 in draft Energy Plan has data from CVRPC which is somewhat outdated.  See also 9A discussion (pg. 24) in draft Energy Plan. Middlesex:  supplements out of date data in tables 
with data in the discussion from Energy Action 
Network's Energy Dashboard and Vermont Energy 
Atlas.   Northfield:  uses standard data from CVRPC 
analysis, supplemented by data from Energy Action 
Network's Community Energy Dashboard.  No tables!  
Data are presented in sidebar graphs or in text 
discussion.  Westford:  Table 20 has renewable 
generation based on Community Energy Dashboard.

9B

Does the plan analyze generation 
potential, though the mapping 
exercise, to determine potential from 
preferred and potentially suitable 
areas in the municipality?

Not in Town Plan. Appendix B in draft Energy Plan has generation potential maps.  Table 13 shows potential renewable energy generation.  See also 9B discussion on pg 25 of draft Energy Plan. Middlesex:  Standard RPC maps. Discussion (pg 31) 
references Regional constraints.  Action items (pg 29  
)are to do planning process to identify protected 
areas and preferred siting criteria.  Northfield: uses 
standard CVRPC mapping, noting limitations from 
availability of 3-phase power. 

9C

Does the plan identify sufficient land in 
the municipality for renewable energy 
development to reasonably reach 2050 
targets for renewable electric 
generation, based on population and 
energy resource potential (from 
potential resources identified in the 
Mapping exercise, below), accounting 
for the fact that land may not be 
available due to private property 
constraints  site-specific constraints  or 

Not in Town Plan. Table 13 in draft Energy Plan has data that needs to be updated.  Conclusion is that sufficient land is available.  See also 9C discussion on pg. 25 of draft Energy Plan. Middlesex:  Yes.  See Table 12 (pg 19) in Middlesex 
Energy Plan; also discussion on pg 32. Plan also 
discusses issues related to adequate transmission 
capacity (pg 2).        Northfield:  Uses standard data 
from CVRPC to demonstrate ability to meet 
renewable energy targets.  Westford:  Table 27 
shows acreage needed to meet targets for wind and 
solar generation, based on mapping.

9D

Does the plan ensure that any local 
constraints (locally designated 
resources or critical resources, from 12B 
and 12C under Mapping) do not 
prohibit or have the effect of 
prohibiting the provision of sufficient 
renewable energy to meet state, 
regional, or municipal targets?

Not in Town Plan.  See 9C discussion on pg  25 of draft Energy Plan. Middlesex:  Discussion on pg 32 demonstrates tha 
there is more than enough land area for renewable 
development to meet targets.  Northfield:  See 
matrix pg B4.  Westford: Uses state and regional 
constraints.  Considers two state possible constraints 
to be local known constraints (flood hazard areas 
and deer wintering areas).

9E

Does the plan include statements of 
policy to accompany maps (could 
include general siting guidelines), 
including statements of policy to 
accompany any preferred, potential, 
and unsuitable areas for siting 
generation (see 11 and 12 under 

See Siting Standards (pg 87-90) of Town Plan.  See also  draft policy language 9E ((pg 26) of draft Energy Plan. Middlesex: No specific policy statements 
developed; relying on state and regional preferred, 
possible and unsuitable sites.   Action item to 
developlocal policy statements.      Northfield:  Clear 
siting guidelines in Fig 39 (pg 41).  Westford:  Siting 
guidelines on pg 67-68. 

9F

Does the plan maximize the potential 
for renewable generation on preferred 
locations (such as the categories 
outlined under 11E [Municipal Standard 
12E] in the Mapping standards)?

Not entirely clear to me what this means.  Based on 9F guidance in DPS document,  we need to supplement siting standards discussion with maps showing locations of preferred, possible and unsuitable sites.  
Not clear to me whether maps in draft Energy Plan actually do this.  Guidance also indicates need for discussion of relative amount of town energy target that could potentially be be sited in these locations. 
Should incorporate some of the siting standards into goal/policy/actions at end of section in Town Plan.

Middlesex:  Not clear how this standard is met.  
Northfield:  Not clear how this standard is met.  
Westford:  Not clear how this standard is met.

9G

(Municipalities Only) Does the plan 
demonstrate the (municipality’s 
leadership by example with respect to 
the deployment of renewable energy?

Not in Town Plan.  9G discussion in draft Energy Plan (pg. 26) seems off point.    Guidance document suggests that "leadership" means setting an example through projects, eg., installing PV system for 
municipal energy use, facilitating community-led projects, entering into a net metering credit purchase agreement with a renewable generation facility.

Middlesex:  Not clear how this standard is met.  
Northfield:  Matrix says town meets this with carbon 
footprint analysis in purchasing.  Nothing about 
leading efforts to deploy renewable generation.  
Westford:  See Goals and Objectives (pg 66++) Pretty 
weak.  Meeting through public education, studies, 
"consider investment in..."

ulie & Richard


