
Public Feedback Received at the Town Office in Response to Carl Etnier’s March 6th Front 
Porch Forum Post on the Mask Mandate Topic Asking the Following: 
 
Given all this, would you advise the selectboard to 1) renew the mask mask mandate 
another 30 days, through April 6, 2) let the mask mandate expire March 17, 3) end the 
mask mandate immediately, or 4) take some other action?  
 
*** 
 
2) let the mask mandate expire March 17 
 
Thanks, 
DT 
 
*** 

Re: The Mask Mandate — I think we should consider dropping it at this point. March 14 is an 
arbitrary date and my experience has been the mandate has caused enough division already. I say 
this as someone who has worked in a grocery store throughout the pandemic and will likely 
continue to wear a mask when appropriate in public for the foreseeable future. To me the science 
seems to indicate we are on the way out of this latest COVID wave. Combined with vaccinations 
the threat of grave illness appears to be declining. In the future the science may dictate we again 
need mask mandates. But for now I think it is important for us to consider making masking a 
personal choice and hopefully some of the rifts between masking / unmasking can begin to heal. 

GW 
 
*** 
 
Time to drop the mask mandate. If folks still feel more comfortable being masked they are 
welcome to but it should not be forced for those whom feel comfortable. 
 
AN 
 
*** 
 
Please end the mask mandate 
 
Thanks for listening! 
 
EO & LO 
 
*** 
 
Please do not renew the mask mandate!  
 
Thanks – J & LH 
 
*** 



 
Yes please, drop mandate already. Those who want to wear masks can and may forever 
regardless of the mandate.  Those who don’t want to, already aren’t. It’s a divisive enough issue, 
inconsistency of which gives evidence to the lack public trust in those who are making the 
recommendation in the first place. It also put an undue stressor and awkwardness on business 
owners. I feel it in my Montpelier business, and I’m ready to be done with it in my home town.  
 
Thanks for taking the time to hear opinions! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
BC, EM resident, family of four.  
 
*** 
 
Because dropping the mandate right away will make it easier for Covid variants to emerge 
during these high community transmission rates, I support extending the mandate one more 
month.   So close to a 4th down (can’t expect a finish line, can we?), why get lazy? 
 
Or at the very least, keep it until March 17!   
 
Thank you [Carl] for your well-informed email and leadership on this issue!  
 
JZ  
 
*** 
 
Please keep mask mandate in place till end of April.  
 
Thanks,  
 
JC 
 
*** 
 
I am respectfully requesting that the East Montpelier town council follow the Barre Unified 
School System, specifically Spaulding High School’s example, and drop the mask mandate 
immediately.  
 
Please consider my request, 
 
PP 
 
*** 
 
 
 
 
 



Hello, I’d like to vote to keep the mask mandate considering our area is still at high risk 
 
LH 
 
*** 
 
In my opinion East Montpelier should drop its mask mandate. 
 
I am a physician, and I have advocated for mask use and mask mandates throughout this 
pandemic.  I now believe it's time to end community wide mask mandates. 
 
Those who desire to continue wearing masks should feel comfortable doing so.   
 
At the beginning of the pandemic, masking and distancing were the only tools available for 
preventing disease transmission.  Now we have better tools, in the forms of powerful vaccines, 
treatments such as Evusheld which can be given to the highest risk to prevent infection, and 
various therapeutics to treat Covid that are now available in sufficient supply.  Masking remains 
an important tool for high risk settings or to protect high risk individuals, but no longer needs to 
be universal.  In my opinion it is no longer appropriate to mandate the use of masks.  (Though 
certainly individual businesses or institutions may choose to do this in their own facilities.) 
 
I am concerned that isolation and distancing have done real harm to individuals and to our 
interactions with each other.  Our country is increasingly divided, mandating widespread 
masking fuels the divides. 
 
Please end the mask mandate for East Montpelier. 
 
Thank you! 
 
PC MD 
 
*** 
 
End the mask mandate. 
 
In the first place it was always window dressing.  Picking up the virus from strangers at shops or 
businesses has never been what keeps the virus circulating.  It's close contacts like family and 
friends. 
 
In the past people justified it as following CDC recommendations.  Now that the 
recommendations have loosened, why aren't those people still ready to follow the CDC?  There 
are too many people whose fear not only is out of proportion to the actual risk, but who are eager 
to impose that fear on others. 
 
RR 

*** 
 



Yes, it is time to drop the mask mandate. Those folks that want to continue to wear them can but 
folks who are done with the mandates have their rights back. After working in dental hygiene for 
37 years and wearing a mask to protect myself, it does not matter if folks do not choose to wear 
one. We as individuals need to choose what is best for us and folks that choose to wear one, wear 
one and if the right mask is worn and in the correct position, they will protect themselves. 
 
Enough is enough and please vote to do away with this mandate!  
 
Thank you, 
 
DC & CC 
 
*** 
 
Thank you for soliciting input on Front Porch Forum on this very important issue. My only 
suggestion would be that next time you could put that request out sooner to allow for more time 
to provide feedback. 
 
As the Pastor of Crossroads Christian Church, along with our leadership team, we have been 
encouraging people to take personal responsibility for their health and wellbeing. This includes 
whether it is right for each person to wear a mask or get a vaccine. We have seen where people 
have chosen to do both when it is right for their health and have seen where people have chosen 
neither. Those who chose to not mask and not vaccinate are doing so in what they believe to be 
in the best interest of their personal health and wellbeing. 
 
I believe our community is full of smart, discerning people who can make these decisions on 
their own without the need for our government entities to mandate them. When governments 
begin to mandate things from the people they represent, there should be a great reason for it. 
Previously, the select board’s top reason for the mandate was guidance from the CDC. With this 
reason being no longer true, what basis would the selectboard have for continuing the mandate?  
 
The time has come to immediately end this mandate and allow people and private businesses to 
decide how to best protect themselves. 
 
Sincerely, 
Thorsten Evans 
Pastor 
Crossroads Christian Church 
 
*** 
 
I write to encourage you to conclude the mask mandate in East Montpelier. 
 
-Adults who want to be vaccinated have had the opportunity to be vaccinated. 
-Adults who want their children (5+) to be vaccinated have had the opportunity to have their 
children vaccinated. 
-By and large, small children (under 5) are resilient to covid. 
-Many in our community (all ages) have been infected with covid, and so many have degrees of 
vaccine and/or natural immunity. -Omicron has waned. -VT's hospital system is not under strain. 



-Individuals who prefer to wear masks may wear them. 
 
Against this backdrop, I see little value in, or town legal authority for, continuing a mask 
mandate.  
 
I mention "town legal authority." Over the last two years, in response to covid, our governments 
(federal, state, and local) have required us to take extreme public health measures--from school 
closures to broader commercial and social lockdowns. The justifications for these measures have 
substantially decreased; our governments' legal authority to issue mandates has substantially 
decreased, in kind. In that vein: the question isn't whether the public can persuade the select 
board to drop a mask mandate, but whether the select board can persuade itself and the public 
that a mask mandate is currently appropriate, as if it was enacting it for the first time. It's not 
appropriate.  
 
Did I mention that anyone can satisfy a mask mandate by wearing types of masks that don't help 
anyway? 
 
In my view, it's time to go back to choice. 
 
Respectfully, 
JR 
 
 


