
Selectboard Memo 
February 14, 2022 SB Meeting 
 
Open Forum on 2022 Town Meeting Warning Articles and Other Items of Interest to Town 
Residents 
 
Discussion with Resilient Roads Committee on Shade Tree Preservation Plan 

• Tree Warden Paul Cate, RRC Chair Jeff Cueto and, possibly, the VT Urban & 
Community Forestry Program’s Joanne Garton will be here to discuss the proposed shade 
tree preservation plan presented to the board at its January 24th meeting 

• The board has a number of issues to discuss: 
o Does the town need to have a plan at all – it is not a mandatory element of the tree 

warden/shade tree statutory revisions made in 2020; absent a plan, the tree warden 
has jurisdiction only over shade/ornamental trees planted by the municipality in 
public places and along public ways 

o If so, does the town want the plan to label all trees of a certain size on public 
lands (“public places” not including the town forest) &/or in the public road 
rights-of-way (“public ways”) to be under the control of the tree warden 

o Similarly, does the town want the plan to label all trees within certain public road 
rights-of-way zones to be under the control of the tree warden 

o Also included in the plan’s extension of the tree warden’s jurisdiction are 
cemetery lands and the five ash trees currently being treated with insecticide by 
the town in hopes of saving them from the emerald ash borer 

o Board members should also review the wording of the proposed plan’s handling 
of the five required elements of the plan as mandated by statute; the tree warden is 
the person responsible for all decisions (with the possibility of appeal to the 
Selectboard) 

• The concept, if the board is amenable, is to schedule a joint Tree Warden/SB public 
hearing on the plan (either as presented or revised), perhaps as soon as the SB’s March 7th 
meeting (possibly at 6:00 p.m. in advance of the board’s normal meeting time) 

 
Work Session on 2022 Town Meeting and Town Forum 
 
Town Treasurer Report 

• Budget Status Report 
o Treasurer Welch has provided the standard monthly update for board review 

 
Consideration of CAI Technologies Tax Map Maintenance Contract 

• This is the standard annual agreement between CAI and the town for tax map updates 
that will cover the 2023 “season” (April 1, 2022 to March 31, 2023); the normal method 
for acceptance is a motion followed by all members signing the agreement; the mass 
signing isn’t actually necessary and given the pandemic is difficult to accomplish, so it 
would be better to simply authorize TA Johnson, as we did last year, to do it 

 
Consideration of Certificate of No Appeal or Suit Pending for 2021 Grand List 

• The town has no outstanding appeals of grand list assessments; in compliance with 32 
V.S.A. §4155, the Listers and Selectboard members certify this fact; the board should 
authorize Chair Gardner to sign the form on behalf of the board 



Discussion on Town Management in Light of COVID-19  
 General Issue: 

o The municipal offices continue to operate under the August 12th update of the 
board order as modified by the December 6th mask mandate; mask use remains 
mandatory when around others; there continues to be no major pushback from 
employees or the public 

 Consideration of Extension of Mask Mandate 
o The board, if it so desires, should extend the mandate at this meeting for an 

additional 30 days to meet the timing expectations in 2021 Special Session Act 1; 
the extension approved at the January 24th meeting will expire before the next 
scheduled board meeting on February 28th  

 
Appointments 
 Town Treasurer Selection Committee: Jane Burroughs 

o The committee became concerned that committee member Ryan Black-Deegan 
had a conflict of interest that would essentially end his ability to be a functioning 
member of the committee; Mr. Black-Deegan has now resigned his position on 
the committee; he filled the town charter-mandated “CPA slot” 

o Jane Burroughs, a local CPA, has volunteered to serve on the committee 
 
Warrants  
 February 14, 2022 Regular Expense Warrant 

o Since the board has reverted to remote meetings, this evening’s regular warrant 
needs to be approved under the protocol previous developed for this situation; the 
board should approve the warrant by motion and authorize Chair Gardner to sign 
to that effect 

 
Town Administrator Report 

• VTrans Excess Weight Notice: 
o The notice has been filed with the town/Selectboard and will be formally posted 

as required in advance of our March 1st mud season window commencement 
• Meeting Schedule: 

o February 17, 2022 7:00 pm Planning Commission public hearing 
o February 28, 2022 6:30 pm Selectboard short “special” regular meeting 

7:30 pm 2022 Town Forum 
o March 1, 2022  7 am – 7 pm All-Australian ballot “town meeting” 
o March 7, 2022  6:30 pm Selectboard regular meeting 

 
Zoning Administrator Report 

• 2 new applications since the January 24th SB meeting; there have been 4 applications so 
far in 2022 

• The next DRB meeting will be held on March 1, 2022; there are two warned hearings, 
including the expected one for a new shed structure at the Central VT Humane Society; 
the other is for a seemingly complex reconfiguration of the three parcels comprising the 
former 54-acre Ferrada property along County & Morse Roads – the actual effect of the 
plan is to wash away the four subdivisions/boundary adjustments made over the past 22 
years in favor of a simple division of the property into two parcels for the two single-
family residences 


