
From: Jeff Cueto
To: Bruce Johnson
Subject: Fwd: Bruce Chapell comments about East Montpelier Shade Tree Preservation Plan
Date: Thursday, April 7, 2022 3:26:44 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bruce Chapell" <templetonfarmvt@gmail.com>
Subject: Bruce Chapell comments about East Montpelier Shade Tree
Preservation Plan
Date: April 7, 2022 at 8:35:42 AM EDT
To: "'Jeff Cueto'" <ompompanoo@aol.com>
Cc: "Colin Blackwell" <Colincows@gmail.com>, "'Sandal Cate'"
<sandal@sover.net>

To: East Montpelier Resilient Roads Committee
From:   Bruce Chapell
Date:  April 7, 2022
I will not be able to attend the zoom meeting today,
we will be boiling later this afternoon and I need to go
to Burlington to make a beef and maple delivery to
our restaurants and pick up Sherry at the airport.
I will be right up front with you and explain I do not
know much about your committee and your
objectives. There are plenty of rumors around and it
does sound somewhat suspicious. 
Our family owns 1.5 -2 miles of road frontage in town
some of which are arguably some of the most scenic
roads in town. My forefathers established these scenic
shade trees over 2 centuries ago and have stewarded
these shade trees since then. For over 150 years our
family have tapped these majestic maples. In the last
40 years my father Roger and I thinned out many trees
along the north side of Lyle Young Road. Today we
have an example of a classic Vt maple tree lined road.
Every year I fertilize trees along Center and Lyle Young
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Roads, thin out dead, dying and trees spaced to
closely, that is why it looks like it does. 
There is no one who is more supportive of maintaining
this resource in town than I. From what I have heard if
the Shade Tree Preservation Plan is implemented I will
need to now seek permission from the Tree Warden
to manage the very trees I have been caring for
decades. The present Tree Warden, Paul Cate and I
are longtime friends. I have the utmost respect for
Paul but I don’t need Paul’s permission or oversight to
cut out dead, dying or trees spaced too close to one
another. He certainly has more important things to
attend to than such basic forestry management
practices. With the thought of 63 miles of forested
roadsides in town he and the road crew will be
overwhelmed with many senseless requests. I have to
wonder if the select board and Guthrie truly want to
move into such a regulatory role concerning shade
trees in town. We have a dedicated road crew and
they have plenty to do just dealing with roads, keeping
brush back and removing large trees that have fallen
into the roads.  I personally have not seen a problem
with landowners cutting numerous trees along our
town roads.  
Since this is fast becoming an issue in town I really
wonder what the legality of the tree ownership really
is. I totally realize the town has a right of way from the
center of the road for the purpose of maintaining and
improving roads. Our ownership follows the edge of
the road and we pay taxes on that land. 
From your agenda I see many references to ash tree
removal due to the impending Emerald Ash Borer. I
applaud your efforts to remove ash trees along
roadsides before they become a safety issue. As the
infestation grows this will likely become a much bigger



issue. 
I look forward to hearing more about your committee
efforts.
Bruce Chapell 


