
TOWN OF EAST MONTPELIER 
RESILIENT ROADS COMMITTEE MEETING 
12:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 19, 2022  

Via Zoom 
 

Committee members present: Jeffrey Cueto, Chairman; Paul Cate; and Steve Justis.  Also attending: Joanne 
Garton, Technical Assistance Coordinator, ANR/Dept. of Forests, Parks and Recreation/Urban & Community 
Forestry Program.  Bruce Johnson, Town Administrator, participated in parts of the meeting. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:37 p.m. by the chairman.  
 
Jeff asked if there were any additions to the agenda. There were no public members on the Zoom call and no 
additions or public comments were offered. 
 
Continuation of Work on the Creation of an East Montpelier Shade Tree Preservation Plan  
 
The committee began reviewing the latest (January 11, 2022) draft of the Shade Tree Preservation Plan 
(STPP) posted on the Town’s website at https://eastmontpeliervt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Draft-
EM-Shade-Tree-Preservation-Plan-20220111.pdf.   
 
There were numerous comments and recommendations offered to help clarify the wording or provide 
consistency of terms used in the plan.   Since the STPP is based on state legislation, Jeff pointed out the need 
for consistency of definitions and other terms between relevant State of Vermont and Town documents. 
 
Considerable time was spent on the tree warden’s jurisdiction over certain trees in the Town right-of-way 
NOT planted by the municipality, such as trees under four (4) inches DBH.  Paul noted that at some time in 
the future, trees currently under four in inches would become the predominate trees in the landscape, so 
discretionary selection of species may be necessary.  
 
The presence and management of invasive species was discussed.  In some certain cases, non-native species 
such as Norway maple and even native species such as Black Locust, both of which are sometimes considered 
invasive, may be desired by the landowner, but not wanted by the State or the Town because of invasive 
tendencies.  This situation will not likely be settled immediately but should be kept in mind for the future. 
 
The committee briefly discussed following the five required elements of STPP pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §2502.  
Jeff asked committee members to study and comment on any issues or inconsistencies as the process 
proceeds. 
 
Discussion On Proposed March 7, 2022, Public Hearing on Plan  
 
Jeff, Paul, and Bruce briefly discussed the plan to present the committee’s concept for the STPP to the 
Selectboard at its January 24th meeting.  The committee will ask for 30 minutes to present this information 
along with an update on the North St. ash tree removal project, including issues related to tree removal on 
Sparrow Farm Rd. opposite Jacobs Rd. Committee members will meeting with the Selectboard at its February 
14th meeting to plan for the March 7th hearing.  
 
Approval of Draft Committee Minutes for December 2, 2021  
 
The committee reviewed and approved the minutes of the meeting of December 2, 2021. 
 

https://eastmontpeliervt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Draft-EM-Shade-Tree-Preservation-Plan-20220111.pdf
https://eastmontpeliervt.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Draft-EM-Shade-Tree-Preservation-Plan-20220111.pdf


Other Business  
 
No other business was presented and the meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m. 
 
Minutes prepared by Steve Justis 
 
 
Approved: April 7, 2022 East Montpelier Resilient Roads Committee meeting 
 


