Liz Suiter & Johannes Wheeldon
303 Wheeler Rd
East Montpelier VT -05651
July 16, 2022
Subject: Kitchen Development
Dear Mr. Kappel:
We are writing to follow up on the Development Review Board (DRB) meeting on June 21, 2022.
We brought to the board some concerns we had with the proposed development across the street
from our home. We raised a few questions, based on the Land Use Development Regulations
(LUDR), and specifically related to:
•
•
•

The existence of any environmental impact assessment (Table 6.1 E)
How the DRB defines “character of the neighborhood (5.5 C2)
Minimizing the impact on neighbors who will live in a construction zone (5.5 E)

During the meeting, our concerns were mischaracterized and mocked. The board focused on the
timing of work and their role in enforcement. Some made jokes about sitting by the work site at 7
am. This was never requested, and these comments minimize our concerns about how this
development will impact our lives over the next eight (8!) years. The DRB's rubber stamp approach
has not yet addressed our two main concerns: the DRB's responsibility to consider the impact on the
character of the neighborhood; and a meaningful review of the potential adverse environmental
impacts of this development.
At the 6/21/22 meeting, the DRB stated they would apply no conditions to the development of this
property over the next eight years. This means the developers can make any noise, at any volume, at
any hour, on any day, for however long they choose. They can shut down the road, bring in heavy
machinery at will, and focus on their interests without considering adjacent property owners and their
rights. You suggested property owners reach private informal arrangements with the developers,
which the Town has no jurisdiction to enforce. We do not believe this hands-off approach is in the
best interests of the Town or its residents.
We fully appreciate the need for more housing in the area. However, doubling the size of a small
neighborhood certainly impacts "the character" of that neighborhood and the value of surrounding
homes. We are saddened and dismayed that the interests of developers were favored over those of
existing homeowners. Unfortunately, the conduct of the DRB has eroded our trust in this process.
We have requested the Town engage in a review of the process conducted to date. We hope that
homeowners are treated with more respect in the future should they appear before you.

Liz and Johannes

