Funding Committee Annual Meeting - 11/8/23 (corrected)
Attending the meeting:
Committee Members:Lindy Johnson, Paul Erlbaum, Kate Rader, Sarah Kinter, Ginny Callan, Town
Administrator: Gina Jenkins Guests: Kirby Dunn (HomeShare VT), Luke Rackers (Central VT Council on
Aging), Michele Braun (Friends of Winooski River)

Meeting was called to order at 6:33

Election of officers (Chair and Secretary)

Paul made a motion to elect Lindy as chair, Kate 2nd, motion carried

Some discussion about secretary - Lindy nominated herself, Kate 2nd, motion carried.

Lindy informed the committee that she would be stepping down from the committee in 2023.
Representatives from Organizations presented information to the committee:

Kirby Dunn spoke for HomeShare VT. They are requesting level funding. She explained how there is much
more need than availability. Currently there are 6 home shares in East Montpelier through their
organization.

Luke Rackers was there to represent the Central VT Council on Aging. He provided information about their
current offerings and how they support seniors in East Montpelier. A few highlights included supporting the
meal program through Twin Valley Senior Center, assisting residents navigating insurance open enroliment,
and their creative care kits to bring art/craft activities to people in their homes.

Michele Braun presented for Friends of the Winooski River. They have requested an increase from $200 to
$300. She discussed the tree planting programs that have taken place in E. Montpelier to improve the
quality of the Winooski River. She emphasized how important the town appropriations are because they are
their only source of unrestricted grant money.

Committee members discussed the current requests. A concern is that 3 organizations who have requested
funding did not get their applications in by the deadline. There was a bit of concern that they may be under
staffed or other reasons we aren’t aware of. After considerable discussion the committee agreed that Gina
could reach out by phone to inquire. If they do send in an application we will consider their requests. If
organizations request level funding we would still be below the $25,000 limit. Members feel all three
organizations are worthy of support and the deadline could be extended. This also led to a discussion
about changing the deadline in 2023 to work better for the Town Administrator’s schedule in October.

Funding discussion led to all organizations who requested level funding to be granted. Vermont CARES
was granted their increase from 150 to $300. VT Family Network asked for an increase from $200 to $500,
it was not granted. Friends of the Winooski River asked for a $100 increase and committee members felt
they were worthy of a $200 increase after hearing from Michele and considering what other towns have
done to support this organization. The total amount allocated with these changes equals $21,916 which falls
within the $25,000 allowed.

Meeting adjourned at 7:43
Respectfully submitted,
Lindy Johnson



