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Minutes of the East Montpelier Development Review Board - Final 
August 6, 2024 

DRB Members Present: Steve Kappel, Jeff Cueto, Kim Watson, , Steve Justis, Clarice Cutler, Norman 
Hill, Mark Lane 

DRB Members Absent: Glenn Weyant, Nik Khosla 

Others Present: Clara Ayer,  Kris Jurentkuff (zoom), Charles Whittaker 

Call to Order: 7:08 pm 

Additions to the Agenda: None 

Draft Minutes Review & Approval: Moved until after the public hearing by Chair Kappel. 

Public Comment: None  

Public Hearing for application #24-023, a proposed subdivision of 1355 VT 14 – Applicant Fairmont 
Dairy proposes a 2-lot subdivision: Lot 1 of +/- 195.91 acres and Lot 2 of +/- 6.09 acres.  This subdivision 
would separate Lot 2 (including the house and barns located at 1355 VT Rte 14 with existing access to 
Rte 14) from the farmstead located at 141 Lyle Haven Rd. No new curb cuts are proposed. The property 
is in Zone B – Industrial, where the minimum lot size is 1 acre. 
 
Participants speaking on the matters taken up tonight were sworn in. Clara Ayer provided a brief 
overview of the subdivision and a plat from Chase and Chase with the Lot designations. Clara Ayer 
provided “Power of Attorney” to speak on behalf of Fairmont Dairy LLC.  She provided a written request 
to waiver a survey on the +/- 195.51 acres, Lot 1 and provided certified mail notifications for the all 
abutters.  Fairmont Farms or the ZA did not hear any concerns or feedback from the abutters prior to the 
hearing tonight.  The commission had very few questions as most were answered during the sketch plan 
review.  Charles Whittaker , an attendee, asked some questions regarding state requirements on backup 
septic designs and wetlands.  
 
A motion was made to waiver the survey requirements on Lot 1 of +/- 195.91 acres as provided for under 
Section 6.2 of the ordinance since the survey comes with an excessive cost for no gain on the subdivision. 
 
Motion: I make a motion to waiver a survey of Lot 1 +/- 195.91 under Section 6.2 of the ordinance.  
Made by Kim Watson, second by Clarice Cutler. Passed unanimously. 
 
After a brief discussion on the backup septic requirements that the State will need for septic system 
approval the commission agreed that a motion could be made to approve the applicant’s subdivision as 
presented. 
 
Motion: I make a motion to approve application #24-023, a proposed subdivision of 1355 VT 14 – 
Applicant Fairmont Dairy proposes a 2-lot subdivision: Lot 1 of +/- 195.91 acres and Lot 2 of +/- 
6.09 acres.  This subdivision would separate Lot 2 (including the house and barns located at 1355 
VT Rte 14 with existing access to Rte 14) from the farmstead located at 141 Lyle Haven Rd. No new 
curb cuts are proposed. The property is in Zone B – Industrial, where the minimum lot size is 1 
acre. Made by Jeff Cueto, second by Norman Hill. Passed unanimously. 
 
Draft Minutes Review & Approval: Tabled until next meeting. 



Page 2 of 2 
 

 
Other Business/ZA Report:  The newly hired ZA, Kevin Thompson and the commissioners briefly 
introduced themselves and provided the ZA with their work experience with the Town and the DRB.  The 
ZA gave an overview of the permits and requests that are in the works.  He gave the commissioners his 
expectations and the commissioners gave him theirs.  As of this evening, we do not have a hearing 
scheduled for September, however, that could change.   

Motion to adjourn. Made by Clarice Cutler, second by Steve Kappel. Passed unanimously. 
The meeting adjourned at 820 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kim Watson 

            Approved on: October 1, 2024 


