
Town of East Montpelier FY2026 Funding Requests
Each year the Town of East Montpelier receives requests for funds from many different
organizations. The Selectboard appoints a committee to review the requests and to
recommend which should appear on the Town Meeting Warning for action. The
committee requires certain information to make sound decisions for each request. For
your organization to be considered for funding, it is mandatory that you complete this
information form. Submit the form and supplementary information to:

Funding Request Study Committee
Town of East Montpelier

P.O. Box 157, East Montpelier, VT 05651-0157 (submit by mail)
manager@eastmontpeliervt.org (submit by email)

on or before Friday, October 11, 2024. Incomplete forms and/or requests received
after this date may be disqualified for funding. The Committee reserves the right to
require any requesting organization to defend its request at the Committee’s annual
meeting normally held in early November. An organization applying for the first time or
requesting a substantial increase in funding should expect an invitation to attend the
annual meeting.

If your organization operates two or more programs with separate budgets or funding
sources, please fill out one form for each program. All information should be given for
your latest complete fiscal year (12 months). Approved requests will be acknowledged
in the fiscal year 2026 (July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026) budget for the Town of East
Montpelier. Please feel free to submit any other information you feel would be helpful to
the committee in making their decision.

If you have any questions please contact Jennifer Devine, Town Administrator, at
(802) 223-3313 x 204 or manager@eastmontpeliervt.org.

STANDARD INFORMATION

Organization Name: North Branch Nature Center

Address: 713 Elm Street, Montpelier, VT 05602

Fiscal Year Reported: 1/1/2023 - 12/31/2023

Program Description: NBNC offers nature and community science programs for all ages.

Known for our summer camps, ECO (Educating Children Outdoors) in local schools, and

Biodiversity University classes for adults, our 28-acre property with trails open year-round is

enjoyed free of charge by people from throughout Central Vermont and beyond.

Name of Person filling out this form: Matt Delligatti

Name of Person to contact with questions: Matt Delligatti

Phone Number: 802.229.6206 x105 E-mail: matt@northbranchnaturecenter.org

AMOUNT OF FUNDING REQUEST: $1,000
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SERVICE INFORMATION

What is your organization's service area? State? Washington County? or Other?

80% of our constituents come from Washington County, including East Montpelier,
Montpelier and surrounding towns. 20% come from elsewhere in Vermont and beyond.

What is the total number of individuals served by your organization in your prior Fiscal
Year?4,000+ program attendees; Estimated 27,000 trail visits individuals.

How many people in East Montpelier were served by your organization in the same
period? 200 or more East Montpelier residents.

What type of service(s) does your organization provide to East Montpelier residents?

Children from East Montpelier participate in our summer camps, ECO Homeschool,
Afterschool, and Forest Preschool programs. Nature programs for all ages and special
events like our Biodiversity Jamboree, BioU Courses, ECO Institutes for Educators, and
Saw-whet Owl Banding draw East Montpelier residents, and residents use our trails which
connect to the East Montpelier trail system, and which include an ADA compliant accessible
Universal Access Trail as well as a Nature Connections trail offering educational signage.

Approximately how many staff hours are dedicated to provide the services your
organization offered East Montpelier residents during this time period? ~ 2000 hours

What services does your organization provide that are not available elsewhere?

Serving children, teens and adults of all ages, NBNC is the only nature center in Washington
County. We provide outdoor education experiences for youth through our in-school ECO
Program, ECO Homeschool Program, Afterschool Program, Forest Preschool,and Summer
Camps. We provide educator trainings through our ECO Institutes, in-depth adult learning
opportunities through our BioU Courses, Community Science activities like Owl-Banding and
Amphibian Road Crossing, regular natural history outings, and nature festivals for all ages.
Our varied, nature based programming is unique to this area.

What (if any) organizations provide similar services?

Four Winds Nature Institute, based in Chittenden, VT also provides environmental education
programs in public schools, though rather than employing Teacher-Naturalists, it utilizes
parents and other volunteers to teach, and has no property with trails or buildings accessible
for public use.



If applicable, how does your organization collaborate with organizations providing
similar services?

NBNC collaborates with Capstone and Central VT Refugee Action Network to offer free
spots to youth in our programs, Vermont State University and the Vermont Master Naturalist
Program to offer training and educator professional development, and Outright Vermont to
offer summer camp specifically serving Queer youth. We partner with VT Hands and Voices
and the Northeast Disabled Athletic Association to offer programs for adults with physical
and cognitive disabilities. We also partner with the Friends of the Winooski, The VT River
Conservancy, the VT Center for Ecostudies and the VT Alliance for Half-Earth to host
festivals and adult educational events. We are focused on diversifying the population we
serve, and work with our partners to help achieve this goal.

In what way are the services your organization provides preventative in nature?

Our mission is Connecting People with the Natural World. At a time when the typical
American child spends an average of 7 hours daily in front of a screen, we offer enriching
opportunities for youth to connect with nature. Research shows that time spent outdoors has
meaningful positive health and psychological effects on youth, and that a lack of outdoor
time can be linked to multiple psychological and physical health problems. By helping youth
connect with the natural world, we also help them grow into the next generation of
environmental stewards who will work to protect our environment.



FINANCIAL INFORMATION

How did your organization determine the amount of the funding request? Please explain
in detail your reasoning for any increase or decrease (use attached sheet if necessary).

We received $1,000 from the town of East Montpelier last year.

If approved by the town, how will your organization use the funds?

If approved, NBNC would use these funds for general operating support, trail and property
maintenance, and program development.

Do any of your grant sources require local financial commitment? Explain.

None of our grant sources require local financial commitment, but grant makers do appreciate seeing
that our funding comes from a variety of municipal as well as foundation, individual, and state
sources.

Is your organization approved by the IRS as tax-exempt? yes

If yes, indicate your approval type: 501c3: x other:

INCOME SOURCES PERCENT OF INCOME TOTAL INCOME
Federal 0% $0

State 2% $28,347.16

Local Towns 1% $6,750

United Way 0% $0

Fundraising 41% $543,663.07

Other (Program Fees) 54% $717,253.15

Other 2% $27,991.62

TOTAL 100% $1,324,005.00

EXPENDITURES Budgeted
Percent

Budgeted
Dollars

Actual
Expense
Percent

Actual
Expense
Dollars

Personnel 69% $959,908.00 68% $944,399.06

Insurance/Rent/Utilities 1% $16,341.00 4% $49,730.82

Fundraising Costs 1% $10,822.00 1% $12,842.90

Other (Americorps) 1% $14,040.00 1% $13,060.42

Other 28% $389,613.00 26% $361,170.90

Total 100% $1,390,724.00 100% $1,381,204.10

Number of full-time paid staff positions (full-time equivalents or hours): 18

Number of full-time volunteer staff positions (full-time equivalents or hours): 2 AmeriCorps


