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October 10, 2024

Jennifer Devine, Town Administrator
Town of East Montpelier

40 Kelton Road

PO Box 157

East Montpelier, VT 05651-0157

Dear Funding Request Study Committee:

With this letter, the Family Center of Washington County respectfully requests to go
before the voters on Town Meeting Day 2025 with a funding request for $500, the same
as last year’s request.

During our last fiscal year, July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2024, it was our pleasure to serve 45
parents/individuals and 43 children of the East Montpelier community through our array
of child development and family support services.

Thanks to donations we receive from towns and community members, we are able to
lend an extra helping hand to support the needs of local families while they are
particularly vulnerable during these trying times. The demand for our services, including
food, meals and diapers, continues in large part due to increased prices, and the
hardships faced by flooding events. Here are just some of the ways we have made a
lasting impact:

e 33 children enrolled in our 5 STARS Early Childhood Education program.

e 433 parents and 397 children received Early Intervention support for children
from birth to age 3.

e 70 parents and 111 children participated in Family Support Home Visiting.

e 13 parents and 13 children benefited from Parents as Teachers curriculum
Home Visiting.

e 99 parents and 133 children received Specialized Child Care support.

o 79 families were assisted in finding childcare through our referral services.

e 426 families received help paying for childcare.

e 97 parents received information and general services referrals.

e 17 parents and 13 children participated in Parent Education sessions.

e 251 parents and 285 children engaged in our weekly playgroups.

e 313 parents and 315 children joined us in community events.

e 72 parents and 38 children participated in parent support groups.

e 279 children received diapers, with 14,250 diapers distributed.
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e 202 parents and 242 children benefited from our food pantry.

e 133 parents and 156 children received food deliveries through our gleaning
program.

e 1,290 ready-made meals were distributed to families in need.

e 94 parents and 125 children received financial support during times of hardship.

e 109 parents and 134 children received case management for housing services.

In total, 2408 parents* and 2362 children in Central Vermont were positively impacted by The
Family Center from July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024.

* We use parents as a term inclusive of all caregivers who play a parenting role

Each number represents a story of resilience, hope, and opportunity—a family on the
path to stability, a child reaching new developmental milestones, or a community that is
more connected and resourceful. With your continued support, we can keep making
these life-changing services available to those who need them most.

Help us build a brighter future for Central Vermont’s children and families.

Sincerely,

laine Rendall & Joe Ferada
Co-Executive Directors



