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Serving the Communities of Washington County since 1982.

Who We Are and What We Do:

The Washington County Diversion Program (WCDP) is a local non-profit organization that provides a range of
restorative justice programs for the communities within Washington County. WCDP addresses unlawful
behavior, supports victims of crime, and promotes a healthy community. We follow a balanced and restorative
justice model that strives to put right the wrongs that have been done and address the needs of all stakeholders,
including the victim, the community and those who violated the law, holding the latter accountable in a manner
that promotes responsible behavior.

WCDP runs six separate programs: Court Diversion (adult and youth), the Youth Substance Abuse Safety
Program, the Balanced and Restorative Justice Program, the Tamarack Program, Pretrial Monitoring and the
Driving with License Suspended Program. During Fiscal Year 2024, WCDP worked with 573 participants across
those programs.

Court Diversion

This restorative justice program is for youth with a delinquency petition and adults charged with a crime.
Recognizing that people and relationships have been harmed when someone commits an offense, Diversion
empowers all stakeholders to collectively address the needs of the victim, the community and the person who
violated the law. Participants must take responsibility for their actions and engage in a restorative process aimed
at repairing the harm. Completion of the Diversion Program results in a dismissal of the delinquency/criminal
charge. During Fiscal Year 2024, WCDP’s Diversion Program worked with 226 diversion participants.

Youth Substance Awareness & Safety Program (YSASP)

YSASP provides an alternative to the civil court process for youth who violate Vermont’s underage alcohol or
marijuana laws. YSASP helps young people understand the impact on themselves and others of using substances
and to lower their risk of future use, while connecting those identified as using at high-risk levels to professional
substance use clinicians. YSASP follows an approach known as Screening, Brief Intervention & Referral to
Treatment (SBIRT). During Fiscal Year 2024, WCDP’s YSASP Program worked with 94 youth.

Balanced and Restorative Justice Program (BARIJ)

These services are provided to youth who are charged with a delinquency, have been adjudicated delinquent or
are at-risk for involvement in the juvenile justice system. BARJ services vary depending on each individual, but
consist of restorative interventions that reduce and eliminate further involvement in the juvenile justice system
such as: restorative panels, restitution services, risk screening, and restorative classes/skills development.
During Fiscal Year 2024, WCDP’s BARJ Program worked with 60 youth.

Tamarack

This restorative justice program is for adults charged with a crime who have a substance use or mental health
treatment need regardless of their criminal history. Pretrial Service Coordinators quickly connect those referred
to substance use, mental health and other supportive community-based services. Participants must take
responsibility for their actions and engage in a restorative process aimed at repairing the harm. Completion of
the Tamarack Program results in a dismissal of the criminal charge. During Fiscal Year 2024, WCDP’s Tamarack
Program worked with 51 participants.
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Pretrial Monitoring

Pretrial Monitoring is for adults with substance use or mental health treatment needs who are going through
the court process and awaiting case resolution. Monitoring may be ordered by the court. Individuals may also
choose to engage with pretrial services. Pretrial Service Coordinators quickly connect people to substance use,
mental health and other supportive community-based services. They also support individuals to meet conditions
of release and attend scheduled court appearances. During Fiscal Year 2024, WCDP’s Pretrial Services program
worked with 124 individuals.

Driving with License Suspended

The Civil DLS Diversion Program works to restore people’s privilege to drive by helping people to determine
requirements for driver re-licensing and by providing alternative affordable means to satisfy those requirements
whenever possible. Among other forms of assistance, staff file motions, including proposed reductions and
payment plans, on behalf of participants with the Vermont Judicial Bureau (VJB) and collect payments for the
VIB. During Fiscal Year 2024, WCDP’s DLS program worked with 18 individuals.

We continue to need - and deeply appreciate - your support!

The people we serve have complex lives. They arrive at WCDP with multiple barriers to success: mental
health issues, substance misuse problems, low educational attainment, challenging work histories,
poverty and/or homelessness. As a result, our engagement and case management with them is more
intense as we work to connect them with the resources they need.

The town funds we receive allow us to keep offering the level of services we do. Thank you!
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