Town of East Montpelier
Selectboard Meeting

Monday Dec 2, 2024
Present: Seth Gardner, Zoe Christiansen, Scott Hess, Tom Brazier, Carl Etnier;

Guests: Kim Watson, Zachary Sullivan, Par Winzell
Attendees Via Zoom: Ben McCall, Deb Fillion, Kevin Thompson, Sarah Swift, Dan Groberg, Guthrie Perry, Matt
Hand (Vermont Emergency Management)

Call to Order: Chair Gardner called the meeting to order at 5:03 PM

Additions to the Agenda: None

Review of Minutes: Mr. Hess moved and Mr. Etnier seconded approval of the minutes of November 18, 2024. The
minutes were approved as amended.

Public Comment: None

Scoping Study for Pedestrian /Bicycle Connection: Mr. McCall explained that the Energy Committee is
working on providing alternatives to using roads for bicycles. This is also a goal of the 2018 Town Plan. There
may be funding available with a 20% local match. The estimated total cost for the scoping study is $60,000. Mr.
Hess moved, and Mr. Etnier seconded authorizing the Energy Committee to apply for the grant to conduct a
scoping study. The motion passed.

Deegan Trail Easement: There was a brief discussion regarding an unused and unmaintained trail that
currently goes through Mr. Deegan'’s property. No action was taken.

School District Ballots Mailing Request with Zach Sullivan: Ms. Christiansen moved, and Mr. Etnier seconded
allowing the Washington Central Unified Union School District to distribute ballots for the WUUSD Annual
Meeting via U.S.P.S. mail to all active-not challenged registered voters on our town checklist. The motion passed.

Hudson House Discussion with Zach Sullivan: Mr. Sullivan noted that relative to the Town Plan, the best use of
that land would be to combine the parcel with the adjacent unused cemetery parcel to aid in future development,
with an eye toward building close to the road. The potential would be for six possible. Mr. Gardner suggested as
an alternative that the Town keep a 60-foot right of way. The Selectboard plans to work with a surveyor to
determine the lot size prior to sale of the property.

Town Garage Development Update with Mark Blanchard & David Roy: Mr. Roy reported on the general
project timeline:

January 10 Design Development complete
March 17 Construction Document phase complete - apply for Fire & Safety permit
April 18 Fire & Safety permit obtained - construction can begin

Currently, wastewater permit work is underway. Topography and engineering work begins on December 3 to
facilitate well drilling and wastewater plans. Mr. Roy expects competitive bids and suggests the use of
construction management for the project so that vendors can be vetted.

Reappraisal RFP Discussion: Ms. Fillion reported that today was the deadline for proposals, and only two were
received. The Listers will be reviewing the two proposals and making a recommendation to the Selectboard.

Funding Request Presentation: Dan Groberg and Sarah Swift presented information regarding East Montpelier
citizens’ participation in library programs and services. This year, the request for funding is $54,558, a 5%
increase over last year’s request. Mr. Hess suggested inclusion of the request by the Kellogg-Hubbard library of
$54,558 in the Town Meeting Warning.
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Sale of Town Owned Excess Equipment: There is some equipment that was owned by the Cemetery
Commission that is housed at the Town Garage and the Fire Department’s Garage on Templeton Rd. The
Selectboard will confirm that the Cemetery is no longer using the equipment before putting it up for
auction. The Road Foreman has also submitted a listing of equipment ready for auction.

Authorize TA to sign Snow Removal Agreement: The Selectboard reviewed the contract submitted by Mike
Brown. Ms. Christiansen moved and Mr Etnier seconded authorizing the Town Administrator to sign the contract
for snow removal, salting and sanding for 40 Kelton Road. The motion passed.

Plainfield & EM Coburn Rd. FEMA Buyout (Matthew Hand): Regarding the 1495 Coburn Road
property. All documents have passed the state review, and the packet is scheduled for FEMA review
this Friday. The town of East Montpelier will retain ownership of the parcel as a green space after the
buyout. Mr. Brazier mentioned that it’s a shame that a house that has stood for more than 200 years is
having to be bought out due to the inflexibility of the State government to clean out the river. Mr. Etnier
moved, and Mr. Brazier seconded authorizing the Selectboard Chair to execute the documents
necessary to affect this transaction. The motion passed.

Treasurer Report: Mr. Brazier moved and Mr. Etnier seconded that the Selectboard offer all full- and part-time
employees, in accordance with the personnel policy, 1) 100% payment of the MVP Platinum plans; 2.) the option
of either an MVP or a Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance plan; 3) a stipend equal to 50% of the single MVP
Platinum plain in lieu of a health insurance plan. The motion passed.

Warrants: The December 2, 2024, Expense Warrant was signed.
Town Administrator Report: Ms. Devine reported that

» Rosie Laquerre will be the minute taker for the Selectboard, DRB & Planning Commission
» Chris Racanelli conducted a Green Up Day Knowledge Transfer to Chris Schulz-Beling so
that she can serve as coordinator next year.

Adjourn Mr. Etnier moved and Ms. Christiansen seconded adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 6:31 PM.



