TOWN OF EAST MONTPELIER
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2025

Present: Glenn Weyant, Steve Justis, Kim Watson, Jeff Cueto, Clarice Cutler, Mark Lane, Steve Kappel
(via Zoom)

Also Present: Kevin Thompson, Zoning Administrator, Jen Devine, Town Administrator; Guthrie Perry,
Road Foreman; Seth Gardner, Selectboard, Tom Brazier, Selectboard, David Roy, Wiemann Lamphere
Architects; Kevin Worden, Wiemann Lamphere Architects; (via Zoom), Zai Gluck (via Zoom), John
Benjamins

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Chair Watson.

Additions to the Agenda: Mr. Thompson asked that we reverse Items #3 and #4. Ms. Watson also asked
that we move Public Comment to directly after

Hearing; Application 24-048, Final Plan review for an application by John Benjamins for a minor (2-lot)
subdivision at 139 Daggett Road and Route 14. The property is in Zone D/ Rural Residential and requires
review and approval by the DRB under Article 6 of the East Montpelier LUDR.

Mr. Benjamins was sworn in. Mr. Thompson noted that the warning letters have not been sent out. Mr.
Thompson will generate a new warning letter so that it’s ready for pick up on Thursday. Mr. Cueto
moved, and Clarice Cutler seconded adjourning the hearing until 6:30 PM on February 4, 2025. The
motion passed unanimously.

Hearing; Application 24-054, an application by the Town of East Montpelier to construct a Public Works
Garage at 325 Templeton Road. The property is in Zone E/Agricultural-Forest Conservation and requires
Conditional Use Review by the DRB as a Public Facility under Section 5.5 of the LUDR.

Representatives for the Town of East Montpelier were sworn in. Mr. Roy reviewed the permit for an 8750
sq ft. municipal building that requires conditional use because of its location in Zone E. The entry drive
will be shifted slightly to the west. There is a 40-foot setback. The new building will be parallel to the
existing building until the new one is ready for occupancy. Perc tests for the septic system are in the
works. Storage tanks for fire suppression will be in the building, and the building will be heated with a
geothermal system. Mr. Worden noted that survey work is in progress to bring the parcel and the adjacent
parcel with the fire station into better compliance as a contiguous lot. The Boundary Line Adjustment
was approved today by the Zoning Administrator, combining the two parcels into a single 3.2-acre lot.
Mr. Worden noted that the remaining 22.5-acre contiguous lot owned by the town that is currently
wooded may have a different use in the future and should continue to be a separate parcel. Mr. Thompson
noted that by performing the boundary adjustment, the level of non-conformity is lessened. Mr. Cueto
requested signage and lighting information. Photometrics have not yet been created. The design includes
one sign pointing to the north; There was a suggestion that the sign be moved to the South to be visible
from Templeton Road. There will be some minor landscaping, and the building will screen the equipment
and work yard. The fire station building will remain intact

Ms. Watson noted that public use is permitted in this area as a Conditional Use. The Chair reviewed the
conditions and standards as well as the supplemental standards. Mr. Cueto suggested a condition of the
permit would be DRB Review of the photometric and signage plans. Mr. Cueto moved, and Mr. Weyant



seconded that a deliberative session be held. The motion passed unanimously, and deliberative session
began at 7:41 PM. The group ended deliberative session at 7:57 PM The hearing re-convened at 7:57
PM. Mr. Cueto moved, and Ms. Cutler seconded approval of the conditional use for construction of the
public works garage, conditional on DRB prior approval of any exterior lighting and signage. The motion
passed unanimously.

Hearing; Application 24-052, an application by the Town of East Montpelier to construct a 10x20 ft.
concrete pad at 3035 US Route 2. The property is in the Village Mixed Use district and requires
Conditional Use Review as by the DRB under section 5.5 of the LUDR. Ms. Devine and Mr. Perry
explained the reason for the need for a concrete pad for equipment storage and to keep road salt off the
ground.

Ms. Watson reviewed the General Standards of Section 5.5(C). There are no setback issues. Certified
mail notice to all abutters was accomplished. Mr. Lane moved, and Mr. Justis seconded approval of the
application as submitted. The motion passed unanimously.

Other Business/Public Comment: Beginning in February, meetings will begin at 6:30 PM. Ms. Watson
asked Ms. Cutler to chair the next meeting since she will be participating via Zoom. Mr. Thompson
distributed the Zoning Administrator report and a spreadsheet showing all permit actions throughout the
year. Ms. Watson gave suggestions for edits for the ZA Report in the Annual Report.

December 3, 2024, Minutes review and approval: Mr. Lane moved, and Ms. Cutler seconded approval
of the minutes as amended. The motion passed unanimously. The minutes of November 19 will be
reviewed during the February meeting.

Mr. Lane moved, and Mr. Weyant seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed and the meeting
adjourned at 8:24 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosie Laquerre, Board Recorder



