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EAST MONTPELIER ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
March 4, 2025 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:38 by Moderator Michael Duane 
Housekeeping Announcements: The Planning Commission has a table set up in the back so 
that folks can complete the PC Survey.   
 
Mr. Duane spoke of the history of Town Meetings and their importance to the early colonial 
settlers.  The meetings were such a powerful way to communicate and organize, the King of 
England banned them after 1773.  A moment of silence to memorialize the lives of Norma 
Raymond, Rob Chickering, and Brian Lusignan.  All three of these people served the town in 
various offices.  Mr. Duane introduced Town Meeting pages Arrow Waring, Ethan Grandfield, 
Patrick Paquet and Vincent Markham. 
 
ARTICLE 1: To elect all necessary officers for the ensuing year. (To be voted by Australian 

Ballot) 
 
  Town Moderator, 1-year term 
  Selectboard Member, 3-year term 
  Selectboard Member, 2-year term 
  Lister, 3-year term 
  Auditor, 3-year term 
  Planning Commissioner, 3-year term 

Planning Commissioner, 3-year term 
  Planning Commissioner, 3-year term 
  Planning Commissioner, remaining 2 years of 3-year term 

Planning Commissioner, remaining 2 years of 3-year term 
  Planning Commissioner, remaining 1 year of 3-year term 
                       
ARTICLE 2: Chair Gardner reviewed the Selectboard Report.  New staff were welcomed. 

There was an overview of the progress of the Town Garage project. Road 
projects waiting for FEMA reimbursement were discussed. There will be a 
town-wide reappraisal in 2029-2030.  Mr. Chappell asked about the timeframe 
for the town garage.  Demolishing the existing garage will occur in March so that 
construction of the new one can begin in April.  The new building should be 
ready in December. A temporary garage has been found to house the crew and 
equipment in the meantime. Mr. Etnier noted that the Selectboard made a 
statement via an open letter to the Congressional Delegation and read the letter 
for the attendees. 

Moderator Duane stated the names of the rest of those townspeople who passed away over 
the past year. 
 
ARTICLE 3: Shall the Town raise the sum of $2,469,268 as proposed by the Selectboard, for 

laying out and repairing highways and for other necessary Town expenses for 
fiscal year 2026 (July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026). (To be voted by 
Australian Ballot) The road crew was thanked and recognized by the audience.  
Results:  YES 690 NO 109.  The Article was adopted. 

 
State Representative Ela Chapin was introduced to the group. She represents Middlesex and 
East Montpelier.   She was on the Judiciary committee last biennium and the Environmental 
committee this biennium. One of the Legislature’s priorities is Public Education 
Transformation. Crossover is a few weeks from now, so this may be a two-year process.  Ela 
distributed a survey on Front Porch Forum that she would like to encourage citizens to 
respond. The Legislature is working diligently to determine the impact of federal decisions on 
the state budget. Other policy work includes housing and healthcare. 
 
ARTICLE 4:  Shall the Town authorize all property taxes for the fiscal year 2026 to be paid to 

the Town Treasurer, without discount in two installments and received by the 
Treasurer at the East Montpelier Municipal Building as follows:  The first 
installment will be due and postmarked on or before Monday, November 17, 
2025 and the second installment will be due and postmarked on or before 
Friday, May 15, 2026. Made: Rachael. Grossman.  Second: Marian Hanson.   
Results:  Adopted by voice vote. 
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ARTICLE 5: Shall the Town raise the sum of $54,558 for Kellogg-Hubbard Library for the 

support of the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. (To be voted by Australian Ballot). 
Results: YES 614 NO 187.  The Article was adopted. 

 
ARTICLE 6: Shall the Town raise the sum of $4,700 for the Four Corners Schoolhouse 

Association for operating expenses during fiscal year 2026. Made: Nona Estrin 
Second:  Hilary Farrington.  Hobie Guion was acknowledged for his work in 
mitigating the mold at the Four Corners Schoolhouse.  Mr. Guion gave an 
overview of the funding process and the work that has been completed.  He 
expressed his thanks to the Vermont Arts Council, the Town of East Montpelier, 
Andy Shapiro, Dave Hanson, Tony Rowell, Robert Brown, Dexter Electric and 
Murphy Cell Tech.  There is still mold remediation in the entryway to complete, 
but this should be resolved by June.  Results: Adopted by voice vote. 

 
ARTICLE 7: Shall the Town raise the sum of $10,000 for the East Montpelier Signpost to 

provide for the production and mailing of six issues of the East Montpelier 
Signpost for each East Montpelier resident household and non-resident 
property owner during fiscal year 2026.  Made: Edie Miller.  Second: Ann 
Stanton. Ms. Estrin asked for a show of hands of readers of the Signpost. Ann 
Stanton thanked the town for their continued support over the last 31 years. 
She requested story ideas, new writers and new staff members. Results 
Adopted by voice vote. 

 
ARTICLE 8: Shall the Town raise the sum of $4,000 for East Montpelier Trails, Inc. for the 

enhancement, development, administration and maintenance of the trail 
network in East Montpelier during fiscal year 2026. Made: Loring Starr 
Second.  Zachary Sullivan.  Rachael Grossman thanked the people who work 
on the trails.  Richard Brock spoke on behalf of the East Montpelier Trails board. 
Your support is always very appreciated year after year.  Nona Estrin noted that 
the trail system is almost 40 years old.  She thanked the townspeople for their 
support of the upkeep.  Mary Stone talked about a flyer that describes the 
projects that are planned.  There is an opening coming up due to the resignation 
of Richard Brock. They are seeking a new Treasurer to replace him.  Results: 
Adopted by voice vote. 

 
ARTICLE 9: Shall the Town raise the sum of $9,700 for the Montpelier Senior Activity 

Center for operating expenses during fiscal year 2026.  Made: Marian Hansen. 
Second: Edie Miller.  Results: Adopted by voice vote.  

 
ARTICLE 10: Shall the Town raise the sum of $7,500 for Twin Valley Seniors, Inc. for 

operating expenses during fiscal year 2026. Made: Doug Kievit-Kyler.  
Second: Andy Christiansen.  Results: Adopted by voice vote.  

 
ARTICLE 11: Shall the Town raise the sum of $6,500 for Central Vermont Home Health & 

Hospice for operating expenses during fiscal year 2026. Made: Becky Reed 
Second: Carl Benson.  Results: Adopted by voice vote. 

 
ARTICLE 12: Shall the Town raise the sum of $7,834 for the support of Rural Community     

Transportation, Inc. (RCT) to provide services to residents of the Town of East 
Montpelier. This appropriation funds a portion of the total cost of the service, 
which will also be supported by appropriations from other towns, State and 
Federal funds, and rider fares. Made: Ginny Callan, Second: Celina Moore.  
Ms. Miller asked for information on ridership.  The Selectboard noted that the 
ridership is stable, but not increasing due to the lessening costs of fossil fuel and 
state office closings.  Mr. Etnier referred to page 84 for the report to provide 
further information. Kim Watson noted the convenience of riding to Danville 
and St. Johnsbury.  Rubin Bennett warned that not providing for social safety 
nets could be dangerous for us during this economic period and suggested 
supporting public transportation. Results. Adopted by voice vote. 

 
ARTICLE 13: Shall the Town raise the sum of $1,499 as its Green Mountain Transit portion of 

the fiscal year 2026 share of the annual ongoing cost of providing the commuter 
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bus service along Route 2 with service into East Montpelier. This appropriation 
funds a portion of the total cost of the service, which will also be supported by 
appropriations from other towns, State and Federal funds, and rider fares. 
Made: Celina Moore. Second: Michael Dworkin.  Rob Morey asked about the 
duplication of the appropriation under Article 14.  Mr. Gardner and Mr. Etnier 
responded that it is for a different service but is the same amount.  Results: 
Adopted by voice vote. 

 
ARTICLE 14: Shall the Town raise the amounts listed below as recommended by the Town’s 

Funding Request Study Committee for the following organizations for fiscal year 
2026.  Made: Zach Sullivan. Second: Mary Stone.  Ken Hertz reported that 
GMT needs volunteer drivers. Kate Ruddle asked how these numbers were 
determined. Paul Erlbaum provided an overview of the process for 
organizations.  The applications are posted on the website.  Each organization 
asks for their own request. Ginny Callan put out a call for volunteers for this 
committee. Results: Adopted by voice vote. 

American Red Cross 250 
Big Heavy World 250 
Capstone Community Action 500 
Central Vermont Adult Education 750 
Central Vermont Council on Aging 1,875 
Central Vermont Disaster Animal Response Team (CVDART) 200 
Central Vermont Habitat for Humanity 350 
Central Vermont Memorial Civic Center 1,000 
Circle 1,000 
Community Connections 2,500 
Community Harvest of Central Vermont 500 
Downstreet Housing & Community Development 150 
Elevate Youth Services 500 
Family Center of Washington County 500 
Friends of the Winooski River 300 
Good Beginnings of Central Vermont 300 
Good Samaritan Haven 2,000 
Green Mountain Transit (GMT) 1,499 
Green Up Vermont 150 
Homeshare Vermont 800 
North Branch Nature Center 1,000 
Onion River Food Shelf 1,000 
OUR House of Central Vermont 250 
People’s Health & Wellness Clinic 1,000 
Prevent Child Abuse Vermont 300 
T W Wood Gallery 750 
Vermont Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired 150 
Vermont Bar Foundation 1,500 
Vermont Center for Independent Living 400 
Vermont Family Network 200 
Washington County Diversion Program 350 
Youth First Mentoring 500 

   TOTAL        $22,774 

ARTICLE 15: To transact any other business that may properly come before the meeting.  

Erin Clark announced that tickets for lunch are $5. The potluck meal has been $5 for a very 
long time. She is suggesting that lunch be by donation with a suggested donation of $8-10 to 
make it more equitable for those who purchased ingredients and made dishes to share.  

Jennifer Zollner reported on behalf of the East Montpelier Emergency Preparedness 
Committee. The Selectboard has authorized the hire of an emergency management director.  
There is a job description available, as well as sign-up sheets for other volunteers. The 
committee is working on developing a road map for when emergencies occur. 
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Andy Christiansen spoke of the tradition of the school children marching from the village 
schoolhouse to the village cemetery and singing patriotic songs, what those songs mean to 
him now and how we need to be brave in the face of fascism, discrimination and presidential 
overreach.  He presented a Resolution Relating to the Overreach of Presidential Power that 
was read into the record as follows: 

WHEREAS the Town of East Montpelier is the final resting place for 35 
Revolutionary War soldiers who fought against an authoritarian English king, 
is a town that fought against racism by sending 136 soldiers to fight in the 
Union Army in the Civil War, and is a town that went to war against fascism 
during World War II, and 

WHEREAS, federal programs support East Montpelier agriculture and forestry 
projects, assist town road maintenance and flood recovery, and all these funds 
are in jeopardy because of a President violating laws passed by Congress; and 

WHEREAS, Vermont nonprofits and other businesses are being closed, 
increasing the number of newly unemployed Vermonters as a direct result of 
illegal Executive Orders and DOGE (Department of Government Efficiency) 
activities; and 

WHEREAS many of the sitting President’s actions suggest similarities with the 
rise of Hitler in the 1930’s, by pursuing total executive power, repeating Hitler’s 
rhetoric, and by threatening allies and neighboring nations; and 

WHEREAS, the President supports the Russian dictator, Vladimir Putin, echoes 
Russian propaganda, and is working against Ukraine while undermining our 
alliance with Europe and NATO; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the town of East Montpelier 
condemns these moves towards authoritarianism and fascism by the federal 
government of the United States of America and calls upon Congress to resist 
any effort to give exclusive power to the Executive branch in setting budgets or 
assisting fascist regimes elsewhere in the world; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the town of East Montpelier calls upon our 
local and state leaders to resist all Presidential Executive Orders or acts which 
violate the Constitution of the United States; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to our Congressional 
Delegation; to the Vermont Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the 
House; the chair of the Vermont Republican and Democratic Parties and the 
leaders of the National Republican and Democratic Committees. 

 

After a standing ovation, the Moderator noted that no binding action can take place since the 
resolution was not Warned. The Selectboard will place this resolution on their next agenda. Ed 
Deegan suggested reading the novel, 1984 and encouraged everyone to step up now. Marian 
Hansen shared a story about the reach of the federal government in 1953.  She then urged 
people to imagine the reach of the government today. Charlie Wanzer proposed that the 
resolution be accepted. He does not feel that this is a document of partisan nature and asked 
that friends and neighbors support each other in this resolution. He also noted that Justices of 
the Peace are shown by party in the Annual Report.  Town Clerk Laquerre responded that 
having two parties ensures fair elections. Mr. Bennett warned that we should not allow 
disagreement to tear us apart and that the resolution is a matter of law.  Dave Connor spoke of 
the respectful conversations held during town meetings. Charles Johnson noted that 
presenting the resolution is brave, and thanked Mr. Christiansen for his bravery.  

Motion: Celina Barton Second: Barry Rufenacht.  Results: Approved by voice vote. 

Katherine Clark and Nona Estrin noted that this is a time when we need to pay 
attention to our safety net and the safety net of each other.  In that spirit, Katherine 
Clark presented the following resolution: 

Whereas, East Montpelier residents are against government waste, and 

Whereas we believe our local, state, and national governments should be no 
bigger than necessary, and 

Whereas we want our governments to treat all people with compassion and 
humility, and 
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Whereas we are dismayed at the haste and indiscriminate aim with which the 
Trump Administration is reducing the federal government, now therefore 

Be it resolved: 

That the voters of East Montpelier urge the President to be conservative and 
deliberate in his efforts to reduce government waste, and 

Be it further resolved: 

That American government employees, who work on our behalf, be treated 
with honor and justice, not disrespect, and that all terminations of such 
workers be made according to existing contracts and agreements, and 

Be it further resolved: 

That the voters of East Montpelier urge the President to employ a scalpel, not a 
chainsaw, to trim government programs and departments, and 

Be it further resolved: 

That the voters of East Montpelier request the Town Clerk to mail a copy of this 
resolution to President Donald Trump, Senator Bernie Sanders, Senator Peter 
Welch, Representative Becca Balint, and Governor Phil Scott. 

Made: Katherine Clark. Second: Celina Moore. Results: Adopted by voice vote. 

Rachael Grossman expressed her gratitude for the East Montpelier community.  In the spirit of 
thanking people, she thanked Flor Diaz Smith for her service on the school board. 

Erica Zimmerman announced that she wants to bring back a Rally Day-type event.  Please see 
her if you wish to talk about this concept.  Watch Front Porch Forum for more information. 

A resident was concerned about the number of Ash trees being cut, citing this action will affect 
the look and beauty of the road and the availability of the healing nature of ash trees. 

Renee Carpenter asked how to ensure that the various resolutions are sent as requested.  Zach 
Sullivan noted that there are many ways to make a difference locally. 

Flor Diaz Smith spoke of her childhood living in an authoritarian government and encouraged 
the group to not take their rights for granted. 

 

Adjournment:  Made: Mr. Morey. Second: Mr. Dworkin.  Results: Approved by voice vote. 
The meeting adjourned at: 11:21 AM 

 

____________________________________________  __________________________________________ 
Seth Gardner, Chair    Zoe Christiansen, Vice Chair 
 
____________________________________________  __________________________________________ 
Carl Etnier     Scott Hess 
 
____________________________________________  __________________________________________ 
Tom Brazier     Michael Duane, Moderator 
 
Approved at East Montpelier, this _____ day of __________, 2025. 
 
   ATTEST: ________________________________________________________ 
     Rosie Laquerre, Town Clerk 
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