3/24/2025

Town of East Montpelier
40 Kelton Rd.

PO Box 157

East Montpelier, VT 05651

Vermont Community Broadband Board
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05620

Re: Broadband Equity Access Deployment (BEAD) Grant
Dear VCBB Grant Application Review Team:

The town of East Montpelier is a member of the NEKCV Communications Union District (CUD)
that is applying for the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) grant to ensure
that we are able to provide high-speed broadband internet.

We are writing to express our strong support for the expansion of broadband infrastructure in
our community and to highlight the significant benefits of the BEAD Program. Reliable and high-
speed internet access is essential for modern living, impacting education, healthcare, economic
growth, and overall quality of life. We understand that NEKCV’s BEAD proposal will reach 85
additional addresses and bring 24.5 miles of publicly owned fiber-optic infrastructure to our
town.

The BEAD Program provides a unique opportunity for communities like ours to secure funding
that will help in many ways. Vermont’s farming communities can use high-speed internet for
precision agriculture, weather monitoring, and market access. Improved internet access can
boost local businesses, attract remote workers, and support entrepreneurship. Infrastructure
projects will create jobs in construction, tech support, and broadband maintenance. Many
students in Vermont lack reliable internet for online learning and homework. And telehealth
services will become more accessible, especially in rural areas where medical facilities may be
far away. High-speed internet enables virtual doctor visits, remote monitoring, and faster access
to medical records.

With many rural and underserved areas in Vermont still lacking broadband access, it is
crucial for the NEKCV CUD to receive BEAD funding to support this needed work. We
strongly urge you to prioritize broadband expansion and actively engage with State and
Federal agencies to secure BEAD funding for our region supported by NEKCV. Investing in
broadband is an investment in our future.

Sincerely,

Town of East Montpelier Selectboard
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