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East Montpelier Town Garage -- RFP for Solar Electric Systems 
11 April 2025 
 
Project Description 

The Town of East Montpelier is building a new Town Garage, designed by William Lamphere 
Architects (WLA) , that is to have sufficient solar electric systems (PV) to produce as much 
electricity as is used in an average year by the buildings.  PV will be located on the building roof.   
The PV contract will be directly with the Town of East Montpelier. Contacts:  Mark Blanchard, 
owners rep mblanchard@viscc.com .  Connor Contracting is the CM for the project: contact 
John Connor john@connorcontractinginc.com.  The contact at WLA Architects is David Roy 
droy@wiemannlamphere.com. Contact for information or questions on this RFP is Andy 
Shapiro andy@energybalance.us  

Proposal Receipt Requirements 

 Proposals must be received by noon, May 15, 2025. Bids received after that time will not be 
considered. Bids will be publicly available and will be discussed in open meeting by the 
Selectboard. 

 Send  via e-mail to: Mark Blanchard, mblanchard@viscc.com, copy to Andy Shapiro 
andy@energybalance.us, Jennifer Devine <manager@eastmontpeliervt.org> 

The Owner is soliciting proposals from the following vendors for the supply and installation of a 
complete photovoltaic system.: Other qualified vendors are encouraged to bid. 

• Suncommon 
• Catamount Solar 
• Norwich Solar 
• Energy Efficient Investments, Inc. 

Based upon the information received in response to this RFP and upon other information 
available to the Owner from other references, the Owner will select one vendor to proceed 
with the project.  The selected vendor will then be expected to enter into a contract 
arrangement with the Town of East Montpelier for the project. The Selectboard reserves the 
right at its sole discretion to to reject any and all bids, wholly or in part, to waive any 
informalities or any irregularities therein, to accept any bid, even though it may not be the 
lowest bid, to call for rebids, to negotiate with any bidder, and to make an award which in its 
sole and absolute judgement will best serve the Town’s interest.  The selectboard reserves the 
right to investigate the financial condition of any bidder to determine his or her ability to assure 
service throughout the term of the contract. 

Bidders shall bid to the specifications and exceptions must be noted by the bidder. A bidder 
submitting a bid thereby certifies that the bid is made in good faith without fraud, collusion or 
connect ion of any kind with any other bidder for the same work, and that the bidder is 
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competing solely on his/her behalf without connection or obligation to any undisclosed person 
or form.    

Proposal Format 

In order for a proposal to be considered, it must include the following: 

Part 1 – Firm information 

Include a letter of interest, and contact information for this project.  Also include firm 
information, and descriptions of your 3 most recent comparable projects, including references 
with contact name, email and phone number for each.  Include proof of insurance. 

Part 2 – Technical Proposal 

Include a description of your proposed approach to this project, including solar panel layout on 
the roofs and a specification of the system and its components.  Also include warranty 
information on the system. 

Part 3 – Cost Proposal 

Provide a lump sum cost for the work. 

Requirements 
The installer will be required to  
1. Obtain permits and CPG for the systems 
2. Provide complete installations, with mounting, PV panels, racking, line from PV and 

inverters to the interconnection, and any other items for a complete installation. 
Coordinate with CM to provide conduit from the roof to location of the inverter and panel 
interconnection. Contact John Connor john@connorcontractinginc.com 

3. Coordinate with the buildings’ electrical contractor for interconnection with electrical 
systems.   

4. Coordinate with the CM as needed to avoid conflicts. PV contractor shall coordinate with 
CM and Electrical Contractor for project schedule and equipment installation.   

5. Roofing will be double lock standing seam, with roof engineered to support the PV.   
Coordinate with roofing contractor for roof anchor installation. Solar contractor is 
responsible for preserving roofing warranty for the owner.  Roof is standing seam metal 
with double lock due to 1.5”/12” low pitch:  See attached sheets on Tite-Loc Panel and 
appropriate clips. 

6. Coordinate with local utility (WEC) and install production meter. 
7. Provide all commissioning of the system as necessary to ensure proper operation of the 

system, including the data monitoring portion of the system. 
8. Connect PV power to the main panel in the building, so that power is provided “behind the 

meter.”  
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9. Provide internet-based monitoring of each inverter, with emails to two addresses for daily 
production, monthly summary and fault notification.  Connect inverters to the main router 
in the building. 

10. Provide written warranty 
a. Provide a (5) year warranty on workmanship  
b. Solar inverters must carry a (10) year manufacturer's warranty 
c. Solar Photovoltaic Panel must carry a (5) year warranty on workmanship and a 

minimum of 90% power performance warranty at year 25.  Owner reserves the 
right to reject a solar module or manufacturer if it is perceived to be unlikely to 
perform over the period of performance.   

11. Pricing shall be for complete system, indicating incentives that are available or are included 
in the price 

12.  PV arrays is to total 50 kWp-DC installed capacity.   
13. The building will have a backup generator.  When the generator  is operational, the solar 

can NOT be in use because it will back-feed the generator and damage it. The project 
electrical drawings call out an interlocking system between the Solar Inverter, Transfer 
switch and Generator which will shut down the Solar in the event of a Uitility power 
loss. The vendor will provide any modules required. 

14. The Town of East Montpelier will pay interconnection fee with Washington Electric Coop 
(WEC), but PV contractor will provide all other interaction with WEC as needed and 
permitted as a Net Metering Project.   

15. Assist owner or owner's representative in acquiring Vermont Small Scale Renewable Energy 
Incentive Program Incentive Reservation.   

16. Assist owner or owner's representative in application of a Certificate of Public Good (CPG) 
to the Public Service Board.   

17. Obtain all necessary building permits, including fire safety and electrical. 
18. Provide system design with proposal showing location of all arrays and structures 
19. Provide a complete submittal to confirm that all equipment meets or exceeds project 

specifications.  All information shall be combined into one, single submittal; all information 
is required to be submitted together in order for a proper review to be completed.  Actual 
panel, equipment layout and AC interconnection shall be as per approved system shop 
drawings. At a minimum provide the following information and equipment in the submittal: 

a. One Line diagram, showing both AC and DC equipment as well as conductor 
types, sizes and raceway sizes. 

b. Photovoltaic panel model 
c. Solar Inverter(s) 
d. Roof racking system 
e. Roof penetration and anchoring system 
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20. Successful bidder will provide complete stamped, engineered design for approval by the 
Town of East Montpelier prior to installation. The winning contractor will provide a “turn-
key” solar installation and be responsible for the project in its entirety.   

21. Notice to Proceed:  Owner reserves the right to void the contract if either the CPG and / or 
the State of Vermont Solar Incentive is not granted or reserved.  It is essential that both the 
CPG and incentive reservation be confirmed before contractor orders equipment.   

22. Bids will be evaluated on the following criteria: 
a. Price 
b. Bidders ability to perform within specified time limit, completion prior to 

November 1, 2025 
c. Bidder’s experience and reputation, including past performance for the Town 
d. Quality of services and materials specified in the bid 
e. Bidders ability to meet other terms and conditions, including insurance. 
f. Bidder’s financial responsibility 
g. Bidder’s ability to provide future service, maintenance and support 
h. Any other factors the Selectboard determines are relevant and appropriate in 

connection with the project.  
23. Change orders: If specification changes are made prior to the close of the bidding process, 

the Request for Bids will be amended and notice shall be sent to any bidder who already 
submitted a bid and a new bid process will be inititiated.  Onbce a bid has been accepted, if 
changes to the specifications become necessary, the SElectbaord will prepare a change 
order specifying the scope of the change.  Once approved, the Contractor and authorized 
agent of the Town must sign the change order.   
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24. See roof plan below for approximate array location.  Building mounted array inverters to be 
located adjacent to the main distribution panel (MDP. 
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