A RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ATTACKS ON DUE PROCESS AND AFFIRMING THE
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF ALL PEOPLE IN RUTLAND
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WHEREAS, the United States Constitution guarantees due process, equal protection, and
fundamental rights to all persons—regardless of citizenship, immigration status, race, religion, or
political belief; and

WHEREAS, recent actions by federal authorities, including the detention of legal residents in
Vermont without clear justification or timely access to legal counsel, represent a dangerous
escalation of government overreach and a violation of these constitutional protections; and

WHEREAS, history has shown that when the rights of any group are violated, it opens the door for
similar abuses to be carried out against others—first against immigrants, then against dissenters,
and eventually against anyone who does not conform to the views of those in power; and

WHEREAS, the silence of public officials in the face of such abuses amounts to complicity, and
failure to act now will only embolden those who seek to dismantle the rule of law and divide our
communities through fear;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Aldermen of the City of Rutland

unequivocally condemns all violations of due process and the weaponization of government power
any individuals;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Rutland affirms its unwavering commitment to
protecting the constitutional rights of all people in our city, regardless of citizenship status, national
origin, political belief, or any other identity;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Aldermen pledges to oppose any policy or action—
local, state, or federal—that targets individuals based on who they are, where they come from, or
what they believe, and to defend Rutland as a community rooted in justice, accountability, and the
equal dignity of all;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, the Chief of Police, and the City Attorney shall review all
relevant city policies, practices, and protocols to ensure that the City of Rutland actively upholds
and protects the due process rights of all persons within its jurisdiction;



BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board of Aldermen formally invites the Chief of Police,
commanders of the Rutland City Police Department, and leadership of the Rutland Police Union to
sign this resolution in solidarity—affirming their shared commitment to constitutional rights, equal
justice, and the safety and dignity of every member of our community.

Adopted this A!” ﬁday of Jﬂ'fy‘” e Dy

Board of Aldermen:
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Dave Allaire, President Michael Talbott, Alderman
Henry H derman Larry oli, Alderman
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Sharon Davis, Alderman Bill Gillam Jr., Alderman

Tom Donahue, Alderman Paul Clifford, Alderman
Kiana McClure, Alderman Anna Tadio, Alderman

ABSENT

Matt Whitcomb, Alderman
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