PUBLIC HEARING - CDBG-DR
September 25, 2025

Present: Celina Barton, Nathan Phillips, Renée Carpenter
Present via Zoom: Jennifer Devine, Town Administrator
Also Present: Rosie Laquerre, CVC, Town Clerk

The purpose of this hearing is to discuss the $300,000 planning grant that focuses on the North
Montpelier area of town that creates affordable housing opportunities outside of the flood plain.

Ms. Barton noted that a couple of the initial sites are no longer an option, but the Orchard Valley
Waldorf School (OVWS) has agreed to become a site and permit a feasibility study to find out
more about community gathering spaces, elderly and affordable housing and teaching about the
agricultural economy. They will be providing a letter of support along with site maps and
engineering work that has already been conducted. The working group is now in the process of
getting community feedback to identify other sites for housing and to find ways to further
community integration as well as integration with the agricultural community.

Ms. Barton shared information that has been discussed previously by OVWS that may be carried
over into this grant. Since this is a planning grant, we should look into properties in the area to
determine where affordable housing units and possibly senior housing can be built.

Mr. Phillips noted that looking into sites in the existing village has the challenge of being in the
floodplain and are challenged by septic issues. He doesn’t feel that the flood maps are accurate,
and that the 2023 event was an historic flood. There may still be sites in the village that could be
considered.

Ms. Carpenter shared her interest in new housing or PUD on Coburn Road. She asked questions
regarding the approval process and the timeframe. Ms. Barton asked the Town Administrator for
assistance in getting the grant into the GEARS program. Ms. Carpenter encouraged gathering
and submitting the ideas presented today, with the focus on that information. She also noted that
the maximum number of housing units would make the grant request most feasible. She
suggested that OVWS suggest how many acres might be available for this possibility, and to tie
that to the East Montpelier Zoning regulations. Ms. Barton will continue to work with the
community work group, OVS and surrounding property owners to gather that information.

The public hearing ended by consensus at 2:22 PM.
Respectfully submitted

Rosie Laquerre, Town Clerk



