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Feb 9, 2026

Dianne H. Drown

Community Programs Specialist VT /NH
Rural Development, Community Programs
481 Summer Street, Suite 203,

St Johnsbury, VT,

05819

Re: Support for Generations Vermont Project
Ms. Drown,

The East Montpelier Selectboard is writing to express its strong support for Generations
Vermont and its proposal to establish an intergenerational day services center serving
Central Vermont. Our town relies heavily on the strength of the region as a whole, and we
view this project as a meaningful opportunity to reinforce the shared infrastructure that
binds our communities together.

Central Vermont's towns are deeply interconnected. Residents of East Montpelier routinely
depend on services, employment, and care options located in neighboring municipalities.
When a key service disappears in one town, families across the region feel the impact. The
closure of Project Independence in 2020 is a clear example: its absence has left caregivers
throughout Central Vermont without adult day services, respite, or wellness supports for
older adults and adults with disabilities. This loss has placed significant strain on families
and has contributed to workforce instability across the region.
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The shortage of child care has created similar challenges. Families in East Montpelier rely
on child care options in multiple surrounding towns, and employers across Central
Vermont depend on a labor force drawn from all of them. No single municipality can
address these gaps on its own. A coordinated, regional solution is essential.

Generations Vermont offers exactly that. By bringing early childhood education and adult
day services together in one setting, the project strengthens the entire region’s capacity to
support working families, aging residents, and local employers. It provides a dependable
foundation that allows caregivers to remain in the workforce, helps older adults stay
connected and supported close to home, and reinforces the economic stability of the towns
that make up Central Vermont.

For a rural community like East Montpelier, access to shared services is not simply
beneficial—it is vital. Our residents cross town lines every day for work, school, health care,
and community life. A regional intergenerational center reflects the way our communities
function and offers benefits that extend well beyond any single town'’s borders.

For these reasons, the East Montpelier Selectboard strongly supports Generations
Vermont's application and encourages USDA Rural Development to give this project full
consideration.

Sincerely,

For the East Montpelier Selectboard




