
 
Washington Office | February 2026 

 

Wood Innovations Grant Program 
 

Program Overview 
The USDA Forest Service Wood Innovations Grant 
program supports projects that will substantially 
expand and accelerate wood products and wood 
energy markets throughout the United States. The 
intent is to stimulate, expand, and support U.S. 
wood products and wood energy markets to support 
long-term management of National Forest System 
and other forest lands while enhancing the 
economic health of communities. 

Program Eligibility 
Eligible applicants include: 

• For-profit entities 
• State, local governments 
• Indian Tribes 
• School districts 
• Not-for-profit organizations 
• Institutions of higher education 
• Special purpose districts (e.g., public 

utilities districts, fire districts, conservation 
districts, and ports) 

Funding Priority 
This program supports agency priorities to reduce 
commodity loss to wildfire, increase timber 
production, retain American energy production, and 
expand rural economies in accordance with: 

• Executive Order (EO) 14223 “Addressing 
the Threat to National Security From 
Imports of Timber, Lumber, and Their 
Derivative Products” 

• EO 14225 “Immediate Expansion of 
American Timber Production” 

• EO 14154 “Unleashing American Energy” 

 
• EO 14308 “Empowering Commonsense 

Wildfire Prevention and Response” 
• Secretarial Memos 1078-006 and 1078-011 
• Forest Service Active Forest Management 

Strategy 

Preference is also given to proposals that: 
• Create or expand markets for wood and 

biomass generated by forest health and 
hazardous fuels reduction projects on 
National Forest System and other U.S. 
forested land. 

• Support development of domestically 
sourced timber and U.S. manufacturing of 
mass timber and other wood products. 

• Involve wood industry partners. 
• Support commercial building or other 

markets that use innovative wood products 
and can commit to using domestically 
sourced timber. 

• Bundle or address multiple wood energy or 
wood products projects. 

Funding Information 
Annual available program funding amount varies. 
The maximum for each award is $300,000; 
however, the Forest Service may consider awarding 
up to $500,000 to a proposal that demonstrates the 
ability to have a significant and sizable impact on 
wood markets. Funding up to $1,000,000 is 
available for stationary wood energy systems rated 
greater than 5 Megawatts in thermal output; 
applicants will need to meet criteria outlined in 
instructions. 



Match 
Applicants must contribute matching funds equal to 
100% of the Forest Service requested funds (1:1 
match). Federal funds cannot be used to fund 
federal involvement in the project. 

Construction 
Federal funds and cooperator match cannot be used 
for construction of buildings (including labor); 
however, funds can be used to reimburse facility 
engineering, permitting, design costs, etc. 

Equipment 
The purchase of mobile equipment (e.g., forklifts, 
skidders, feller bunchers, implements or attachments 
to mobile equipment) will not be funded under this 
opportunity. Stationary or permanently installed 
equipment are the only types of equipment eligible 
for purchase with federal funds. 

Applicants should be aware that the purchase of 
equipment greater than $10,000 with Forest Service 
funds creates a federal interest in the equipment 
until the fair market value of the equipment falls 
below $10,000. Equipment purchased with 
cooperator funds does not create a federal interest in 
the equipment. 

Operating Costs 
Forest Service funds cannot be used for operating 
costs, which are expenses associated with 
maintenance or administration of operations, 
including labor, on a day-to-day basis. 

Research 
Basic research will not be considered. Applied 
research and demonstration projects will be 
considered. Feasibility studies and early phase 
project development proposals will not be 
competitive. Applied research must have a strong 
connection to industry. 

 
Application Information 
The Notice of Funding Opportunity is anticipated to 
be announced in early 2026.  Application 
information and forms will be available on 
grants.gov. 

Applicants must be registered with the System for 
Award Management (SAM), which is located at 
https://sam.gov/. DO NOT go through a third party 
that may charge for registration. There is no charge 
for registering at SAM.gov. This process may take 
time, so please register immediately. 

Proposal Submission 
Proposed Deadline: Late April 2026, subject to 
announcement date. Applications will be submitted 
via grants.gov. No proposals will be accepted by 
email, fax, or hard copy. Incomplete proposals and 
those received past the official deadline will not be 
accepted. 

Regional Program Contacts: Questions should be 
directed to USDA Forest Service Regional Wood 
Innovations Coordinators. Contact information for 
the Regional Wood Innovations Coordinators, by 
state, can be found at the following weblink:  
USDA Forest Service Regional Wood Innovations 
Coordinator Contacts. 

Award of Funding Notice: Award announcements 
are anticipated for mid-2026. Successful applicants 
will receive notification from the appropriate Forest 
Service Regional Wood Innovations Coordinator(s). 

National Grant Manager Contact: 
Collin Buntrock 
Wood Innovations Specialist 
collin.buntrock@usda.gov 
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