
DRAFT East Montpelier Meeting 

Monday, June 1, 2026 

Present: Joe Brooks, Tom Brazier, Seth Gardner, Scott Hess  

Present via Zoom: Carl Etnier 

Also Present: Jen Devine, Town Administrator, Andy Boutin, Stephen Miracle  

Also Present via Zoom:  Nick VBD and Jonathan Lloyd 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Gardner at 7:40 PM 

Additions to the Agenda:  

• Selectboard Chair to sign Recreation Shelter Contract or Authorize Town Administrator 
and Selectboard to consider approving the Recreation Shelter fencing quote for 
$6,025.41. 

• Authorize Town Administrator to sign DREAM Grant Contract extension. 

Review of Minutes 

 
May 18, 2026 Minutes  
 
Discussion: Mr. Brooks notes the sheriff contract discussion should be $18,000  
 
Motion: Approve the minutes dated May 18, 2026 as presented. Made: Mr. Etnier/ Second : Mr. 
Hess. Results 5-0. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
May 26, 2026 Minutes 
 
Motion: Approve the minutes dated May 26, 2026 as presented. Made: Mr. Hess/ Second : Mr. 
Brooks. Results 5-0. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment:  

Conversation: Mr. Miracle requests ability to move away from salt on roads near wetland areas. 
Mr. Gardner said to come in fall during discussion of road salt. Mr. Miracle also expressed 
concern over the depth of drainage ditches along County Road and areas requiring paving on 
Center Road. Mr. Gardner said both are on the Select Boards radar. Mr. Miracle also expressed 
concern town vehicles could rust more quickly because the new garage has a heated floor which 



will dissolve frozen water and salt residue on the trucks creating a corrosive brine. Mr. Hess said 
it was a good point and would be addressed. 
 
Discuss Advanced Wood Innovations Funding Opportunity Grant 
Discussion Highlights:  
• Presentation by Mr. Boutin expressed concern East Montpelier grant is a sole source 

request 
• Mr. Gardner explained the USDA required placeholder in the application for boilerplate 
• Ms. Devine said will not be sole source and are not at the bidding part yet. 
• Mr. Hess noted will review the language. 
• Mr. Frank said the application appears to be for a sole source vendor and is nearly double of 

what currently charges for homes. Residents would not have a competitive price as written. 
• Ms. Devine said are putting the cart before the horse. Will be opened up to other 

applicants. 
• Mr. Brooks said noted the vendor used in the grant was as an example. Want to make sure 

more than one vendor can participate.  
• Mr. Gardner said there will be a competitive bidding process.  

 
Consideration of 2026 LEMP, LEMP Adoption Form, Shelter MOU (Possible 
Motion) two motions one for each part 
 
Discussion Highlights:  

• Ms. Devine said need to sign adoption form and send in. 
• Mr. Brooks stated it looks solid and thought it was very well put together.  

 
Motion: To accept the 2026 LEMP adoption form  Made: Mr. Hess Second: Mr. Brooks Results 5-
0. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion: Authorize the Chair to sign the MOU  Made: Mr. Brazier Second: Mr. Brooks Results 5-
0. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Work in Public Right of Way Application (Possible Motion) 
 
Discussion Highlights:  

• Mr. Eitner asked for more details for about the small entry / exit pits   
 



Motion:  Motion to sign the work application order for the public right of way by North East 
Kingdom Broadband   Made: Mr. Hess / Second: Brazier No Discussion. Results 5-0. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Consideration of Dog Warrant & Unlicensed Dogs (Possible Motion) 
 
Discussion Highlights:  

• Mr. Gardner notes if do not license do not know which animals have had shots for rabies 
which is a concern. Also notes the town no longer has an animal control officer. 

• Mr. Brazier suggested new coordinator contact animal owners who have unlicensed 
animals 

 
Motion: Motion to impound unlicensed dogs  Made: Mr. Hess / Second: Mr. Brazier Results 5-0. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Warrants 

Discussion Highlights: June 1, 2026, Expense Warrant 
 

• Shelter Agreement: 
o Motion for Mr. Gardner to sign agreement Made: Mr. Brazier / Second: Mr. Hess. 

Results 5-0. The motion passed unanimously. 
• Middlebury Chain Link Fence: Mr. VDB said fence separates the fields from the parking 

lot. Discussed volunteer efforts. 
• Dream Contract Extension:   

o Ms. Devine notes granted additional $23,000 and need motion to approve Dream 
Grant extension 

o Motion to approve the extension of the DREAM grant. Made: Mr. Hess / Second: 
Mr. Brooks. Results 5-0. The motion passed unanimously. 

• V-Trans Student Safety Scope Study Grant 
o Ms. Devine letter for support to put in by June 12. 
o Motion: A motion to support the VTRANS  Scoping Study MADE: Mr. Brooks / 

Second Mr. Brazier.  Results 5-0. The motion passed unanimously. 
• Mr. Garner led a discussion about cattle and other farm animals not properly fenced and 

wandering onto neighboring properties and roads near Horn of the Moon. Mr. Gardner 
said it was becoming a dangerous situation. Discussion about bringing landowner and 
neighbor to future select board meeting. Board will review documentation of the 
problem. 



 
Town Administrator Report 
 
Discussion Highlights:  
Town Administrator Report 

• Recreation Shelter Contract is completed and needs to be signed. And there is now 
quote for the fencing to be considered. 

• EECBG DREAM Contract – The Grant Contract with Collective Well for $23,758.00 is 
completed. 

• MPG & CDBG Contract- Contracts was drafted by SE Group and Town Lawyer is working 
on currently. 

• Recruiting – Constable, 2 Animal Control Of�ices, Minutes Taker for PC and DRB. 
• Town Garage Ribbon Cutting Planning– July 25, Saturday at 10am. Speakers to show up 

at 9:30am and speakers con�irmed so far include: John Connor, Guthrie Perry and Andy 
Shapiro. 

• The Vermont Covered Bridge Society (VCBS) is providing a 3x5 Betsy Ross flag, flagpole 
and hardware for each covered bridge in the state. They will deliver a flag for the Coburn 
Bridge sometime in early June. The Historical Society is working with the Road Foreman 
to arrange for the flagpole to be installed, with a small celebration during the last week 
of June. VCBS suggests that the flag be flown from late June through December. 

• The Vermont 250 initiative is providing “feather flags” to all towns who signed the 
America 250 Resolution, which we will receive in June as well. 

 

Motion to Adjourn 8:24 pm 

Motion: I move to adjourn.   

Made: Mr. Hess Second: Brazier  No Discussion. Results 5-0. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Glenn Weyant  

 


