
June 15, 2026 

 

Dear East Montpelier Selectboard, 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the invitation to explain our point of view  

regarding the recent animal complaint submitted by Brandy and Rick Clayton.  We apologize for 

not being in person for this meeting.  Our 8th grade daughter has a graduation ceremony from 

6-8 on Monday.   

I would like to start out by stating that this letter is in response to our farm animals going on our 

neighbors property.  We also have received complaints from them about our dogs chasing cars 

up the road.  While this is frustrating for everyone, including us, we are working on putting a 

hard panel fence up for better dog containment.  Unfortunately, when WEC trimmed some trees 

in April, they took out the tree boundary we had and exposed a large hole next to the wooden 

fence.  As soon as we are able financially, we will install a panel fence that will run up the 

driveway and prevent animals from going into the woods.  In the meantime, we have temporary 

fencing up and trying our best to keep the gate closed and better monitor them while outside.   

 

We have operated a small family farm since 2008 with pigs, sheep/goats, poultry and recently 

added cows.  Over the years, we have had a tolerable and tumultuous relationship with our 

neighbors the Claytons.  When there have been any concerns raised by the Claytons about our 

animals, we have promptly addressed the problem.   A few years ago, right after we added 

cows, we were having fencing issues.  We reached out to the selectboard for advice and Seth 

Gardner volunteered his time to meet with us.  He gave us some advice regarding our fencing 

and we made the necessary improvements. Some of the things that we have done is add 

additional electric fencing around some of the boundaries of our property, put a gate at the 

bottom of the driveway and recently installed cameras. As with any fencing system, there are 

times when fencing and gate containment fails and our cows and sometimes pigs get out.  



However, since we have made those improvements, our breakthroughs have reduced greatly. 

When they do happen, we address the issue as soon as possible.  This can include herding 

them back into our property, fixing grass from pigs rutting and picking up plops of cow manure.  

We’ve done this willingly and without complaint as it is the right thing to do if our animals are 

causing a problem for anyone.  We have also asked each time if there has been any damage 

that needs to be fixed and have been told no. 

 

On May 26, our cows pushed and broke one of our gates and ran down to the Clayton‘s grassy 

field. My wife Jessica had just gone back to work after supporting me in my postoperative 

recovery. I had neck fusion surgery on May 15. I was made aware they were out when I 

Ireceived a  text from Rick.   I went out despite my doctors restrictions and moved them off of 

their property.  We can empathize that this is upsetting. However, we have never been met with 

any understanding or rational thinking from them. It’s always nasty texts and constant 

complaining.  We don’t want to have a tumultuous relationship with the Clayton‘s. We have 

always gotten along with the other folks that live on the road, even being asked to graze our 

animals on some of their property for cleaning up purposes.  Even when we have had issues 

with some of the trees on their property falling on our fences, we’ve just taken care of it without 

complaining and move on.  It’s the right thing to do. 

Unfortunately, the issue is becoming a much bigger problem and now involves the welfare of our 

animals. We discovered this week that our non-potable well (water for the animals) at the 

bottom of our property was disconnected from the waterline that connects the creek that runs 

through the Clayton‘s property and runs parallel two ours. I reached out to Rick and he informed 

me that he disconnected it and wasn’t going to reconnect it because of the cows on his property, 

Our cows and animals depend on that water. The well has been in operation since Artie Clark 

subdivided the property 30+ years ago.  When confronted with reconnecting it, I was threatened 

with trespassing, called a faggot and told to fuck off by the oldest son and Rick.  



 

 

In conclusion, we have been responsive and willing to fix and improve our fencing and 

operation. We have consistently been met with anger, contempt, threats, swears, and just 

overall nastiness from the Clayton‘s. Admittedly,  some of my responses to these comments 

have also been rude and mean, and I apologize for that.  It’s not helpful for the situation.  It’s 

stressful and we are constantly trying to improve our system.  Recently, we have taken steps to 

help support our farming efforts. We have sold and continue to sell some of the herd off, hired a 

farm to help clean up, organize and maintain our property and electrified most of our property 

boundary.  We have purchased a number of gates and fencing to improve. As mentioned above, 

we have also coordinated with our other neighbors to use their pasture for our cows. It’s 

unfortunate that our neighborly relationship has become so volatile that communicating civilly is 

non-existent. We have offered to discuss this rationally and with a purpose and intent of 

addressing their real concerns.  They have not responded respectfully and we’ve only  been met 

with resistance,threats and complaints. 

Again, thank you for the invitation to explain ourselves.  We invite all of you to visit our farm and 

welcome any additional advice on fencing/containment strategies. Please reach out with any 

additional questions, comments or concerns, and we will do our best to address them.  Thank 

you again. 

 

Sincerely, 

Phillip and Jessica Heinz 
 
HeinzHill Farm 
802.522.7065 


