
 

VICIOUS DOG HEARING MINUTES 

July 6th, 2026 

Present: Scott Hess, Joe Brooks, Seth Gardner, Tom Brazier, Carl Etnier 

Also Present via Zoom or phone: Beverly Soychak (VT Beaver Collective), Ibis Weyant Michael 
Miller, Ela Chapin, Kim Watson, Karl Hammer 

Also Present: Ellen Lesser, Kate Fetherston, Glenn Weyant, Kestrel Weyant, Jenniffer Funk-
Weyant, Jeff Sibley, Bonnie Sibley, Harriot Shea 

Call to Order: The hearing was called to order by Scott at 6:30 pm 

Vicious Dog Hearing:  

Seth recused himself.  

Scott read the written complaint aloud and swore in the individuals who wished to speak. 

The complainants described the attack and aftermath of the attack.  Ms. Lesser, the owner of the 
dog, Cinnamon, described steps she intends to take in order to prevent an attack from happening 
again.  The Selectboard asked Ms. Lesser about the condition of the dog, veterinary history, 
boarding history, behavioral and training history, and dog license status with the Town of East 
Montpelier.  

The Selectboard determined that another meeting was necessary, in order to interview the dog 
trainer, Cyn Drinkwine. 

Ms. Lesser agreed to keep the dog on her property in the meantime, and to keep the dog on a 
leash when outside. 

Motion: To recess the hearing until 7/13/26 at 6:30 pm pending the availability of Cyn Drinkwine 
to attend and testify. In the event that Ms. Drinkwine is not available on 7/13, to authorize the 
Town Administrator to reschedule the meeting.   

Made: Scott Second: Tom 

The motion passed unanimously and the hearing was recessed at 7:33 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Clarice Cutler 

 


